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CHAPTER I. 

M*amuser, n'importe comment 
Fait toute ma pliilosophie ! 

Je crois ne perdre aucun moment 
Hors le moment ou je m'ennuie. 

£t je tiens ma t^che finie 
Pourvu que tout doucement 

Je me ddfasse de la vie. 



PARNY. 



The arrival of Lady Sophia Lee produced a 
gradual change in the occupations and con- 
nexions of Lady Rawleigh, which proved 
equally satisfactory to her husband^ her brother, 
and herself.— It is true Lady Sophia was not 
precisely such a companion as the mild and 
timid Lady Launceston would have se- 
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lected for her daughter ; for Mr. Richard De- 
renzy's charges against the abruptness of her 
demeanour and the opinionated and trenchant 
tone of her conversation were not altogether 
groundless. She seemed indeed to care nothing 
for the feelings of other people ; and very little 
for her own. The influence of her callous 
philosophy was universal and unsparing. 

But Lady Sophia was a woman of un- 
impeachable character, strong understanding, 
good connexions, — and peculiarly acceptable to 
the Derenzy family from her consanguinity with 
themselves. Lady Launceston therefore made 
it a point to cement her friendship with Fre- 
derica by every courtesy in her power to offer: 
and she had soon the satisfaction to perceive that 
their joint tenure of the Opera-box was the 
sole bond of amity remaining between Lady 
Rawleigh and Mrs. William Erskyne : while 
her daughter's intimacy with the Calder coterie 
was now only maintained with the ordinary 
politeness of society. 

But if Lady launceston in the warmth of 
her motherly heait rejoiced over these changes, 



what was the rapture with whieh Sir Brooke 
perpeivedthe groundlessness of his worst sus- 
picions, and hailed the gradual disparition of 
the remainder! Frederica, secure in Lady 
Sophia of an eligible companion for her morn- 
ing drives and afternoon rides> was no longer 
exposed to the perils of a tete-a-tete with Lord 
Calder^ whether premeditated or unpremedin 
tated* The fatal miniature was not only 
brought bxMne in triumph irom Rochard's to 
display its exquisite beauties in the dressing- 
room in Charles-street, but Sir Brooke had 
already gratefully bespoken a copy for his own 
nt Rawleighford ; — while under sanction of 
General and Lady Sophia Lee the mysterious 
Lord Vardington became in his real character 
a welcome visitor to the Rawleigh family. 
Under. these favourable circumstances, he al- 
most forgot tOTejHue at the peculiar prolongation 
of the session^ — «nd if once or tvFice he was 
iieard to hazard some murmuring allusion to 
the verdure of the Warwickshire beech-woods, 
and the excellence of the Rawleighford straw- 
Jbenries, it was the opinioa of all the auats, 

B s 
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uncles, and cousins Derenzy, that dear Sif 
Brooke had never been seen in Buch exceHent 
spirits. 

By Miss Elbany's absence, too, Frederica ap- 
peared restored to her accustomed equanimity 
and tenderness of nature. Her mother was novir 
onice more her own ; — her jealous fears on her 
husband's account were wholly dispelled; 
Even her apprehensions that Lord Launceston 
would disgrace himself by a double perfidy 
towards Lucy and Leonora had in a great 
measure subsided ; although at times the unr 
decided . claims of Lady Mary Trevelyan and 
her brother's tender reminiscences of the com* 
panion, excited her indignation against, hifi 
apparent infirmity of purpose*. 

But happy as she was, and restored to the 
confidence of all who were .dear to her, there 
was still one thorn among the roses, — one fatal 
remembrancer of past follies,— haunting like 
the tangible memento wiori of the Egyptian 
festivals the. scene of all her enjoyments. She 
]»ad never yet found courage . to acquaint Sii,: 
Sdfook^ with the <;^kcumatancje of iiier, Ipsses*. ^^ 



pky ;rHetnd • : UlthougU deterred from, the cour 
fission chi^y by an apprehension. < th^t it 
might be interpreted into a hint for pecuniary 
assistance in the fiiorape^ the sia >^f ' di^in- 
genuousness weighed heavily OiO. her heart. 
Fi¥e -weeks^ tQO> were stiU to elapse previous to 
the quarterly ^payment of her pin money: and 
the 'price of the miruature and a few other 
inefntaJdle |)iirchise8 had -rednoed iher stock 
ttftthin a few < sovereigns of total exhaustien^ 
No one indeed thought less of money thcui 
Frcderica, — ^because n6 one could have been 
plfteed more completely beyond its need; nor 
till she' found herself threatened with an empty 
purse, had a pecuniary care ever intruded on 
her mind. But she now becatne perplexed by 
at thousand vague presentiments ^ :Evety iairigle 
khotk at the door seemed annuriciatory of some 
trifling bill peculiarly addressed to het *' de- 
parate maintenance/^ — some milliner's or shoe- 
maker^s, or haberdasher's, or booksdler*^ 
**fimall account/' — ^Whenever a wafered n<rte 
was placed in her -hands, she scarcely dared 
anfold the nauseous page, from a dread of sotti^ 
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authenticated memorial from a poor widow 
with half a dozen small children, or from some 
starving labourer with a broken limb. Never 
had she been so morbidly sensitive to the wants 
of the poor ; — ^never so fervent in her wishes 
for the preservation and prosperity of his Ma- 
jesty's lieges ; — and she would have preferred to 
see all Grosvenor-square blackened into ashes, 
rather than that a destructive fire should take 
place in the purlieus of St. Giles's, or that po- 
pulous city of Irish starvation, the Westminster 
Broadway ! — She was, in short, thoroughly 
humiliated by the consciousness of bankruptcy; 
and Lady Rawleigh of Rawleighford, — with her 
diamonds, her equipages, and her pin money, — 
would have been as heartily rejoiced by the 
discovery of a fifty pound note in her dressing- 
case, as any of the memorializing widows or 
fractured bricklayers ! 

Mean\vhile, the season held its course vrith 
more than its wonted intemperance of dissipation. 
Balls, — ^both fancy and matter-of-fact, — c(m- 
certs, — dinner-parties, — water-parties, — ^^break- 
fasts, — and picnics, — were successively hailed 
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in prospect, yawned over in endurance, and 
apostrophized as charming on the following 
week. A few new mai'riages, new scandals, 
and new ruinations, enlivened the scene, — one 
mansion was devoted to white fayonrs,— one 
dishonoured by a divorce-bill, — and another 
by that of an auctioneer pasted against the 
door-posts. Lady Barbara Dynley was said to 
have lost an alarming sum of money, — and 
Mrs. William Erskyne a considerable amount 
of reputation. 

It was while pondering over this latter con- 
tingency, and reflecting upon the difficulty of 
offering advice to her giddy friend, or extri- 
cating herself from the connexion without a 
serious explanation and dispute, that Frederica 
was one morning assailed by Lady Sophia 
i^ee. 

" What are you doing with those broken 
harp-strings," cried she, as she burst into the 
drawing-room, ^ and on what are you cogitating 
so profoundly? — Considering how to evade 
Mrs. ^Waddlestone's impending concert, — and 
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stay at home for the enjoyment of what our 
friend Lord George calls 

The wliithpered dweam of heartht allied 
The pwethure of the thwiUing hand ! " 

"Neither!" replied Lady Rawleigh. "I 
am reflecting on the horrors of a bridal visit 
which Lady Olivia insists on my paying this 
morning to her ci-devant friend Mrs. Wood- 
ington." 

" To Lady Twadell ! — is that exquisite treat 
really vouchsafed us? — ^What a luxury! — I 
trust you have not promised yourself to your 
aunt for the occasion, for I must insist that we 
enjoy it together." 

" With all my heart ; — ^your carriage is here, 
— ^let us go immediately." 

" Willingly ! — on condition that you lend 
me some shabby old bonnet for the cere- 
mony." 

" Surely the beautiful piece of Parisianism 
you have on, is better fitted for the occasion 
than any thing my wardrobe can aflford ? " 

'* By no means ! — I conceive my white moire 
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bonnet with its elm-branchy to be one of tfie 
prettiest in London; and I must insist on 
having some old Dunstable horror^ such as you 
' assume, to visit the poor women in your War- 

wickshire village. I would not for the world 
but gratify Lady Twadell by affording an ad- 
vantageous contrast to her. bridal finery. One 
should always be considerate towards the foibles 
and predilections of one's fiiends." 

" Lady Twadell, I fancy, is as little yours as 
mine. But pray do not disfigure yourself this 
morning; for I wish you to take me afterwards 
to Lady Rochester's — of whom I have been 
totally negligent during the ten days of your 
stay in town ; and she attacked me fiercely on 
the subject last night in Lady Axeter's concert- 
room. Pray reserve the elm-branch for Lady 
Rochester! — She is really deserving some 
recherche de toilette, for no one makes it more 
seriously the study of her life." 

'* I would not go near her for the value of Lady 
Twadell's trousseau ! She is one of the few 
persons who expose me to the heavy responsi- 
bility of unchristian hatred ! " cried Lady So- 

B3 
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phia, growing alternately red and pale with a 
degree of emotion such as Fredericahad never 
before traced on her countenance. 

*' Indeed ! — I have seen you go through the 
ceremony of greeting in society^ and was not 
aware that any ungracious feeling secretly sub- 
snsted between you. Before your arrival I 
lived very much in that Calder House set/ and 
was very well amused. But neither my brother 
nor Rawleigh were pleased with the con- 
nexion." 

" Yes, yes ! — I know it all ! Before I had 
been twenty-four hours in town, one of your 
dear friends, — ^whom I will not name to you, 
because I think you would be justified in box- 
ing her ears on detection, — ^informed me that 
* poor dear Lady Rawleigh was exposing her- 
self sadly on Lord Calder's account -^ — ^that she 
owed him a vast sum of money;—- <and that 
most people thought some very terrible denoue* 
ment would occur before the season was over.' 
Knowing yoti, I was not apprehensive; — ^but 
knowing him, I felt anxious to do my part in 
breaking off so pernicious a liaison. Pardcra 
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mey nay dear oob.^ if my officious zeal has sorne^ 
times tempted me to bestow on you an imr* 
portnnale measure of my tediousness." 

** I am quite sure you cberish no sudi mo- 
dest apprehension!" cried Lady Rawleigh, 
affecticMiately. ^ I am however of your opi- 
nion that Calder is a dangerous bosom friend 
fer a woman of my age ; and will own it is just 
as well that our intimacy was checked. That 
is as much as I can allow ! — ^And now, come 
and choose your bonnet from my ugliest as- 
sortment, and I promise you not to decoy you 
to Lady Rochester's on any pretence. '* 

" Whose flaunting liveries are those?" said 
Lady Sophia, as they stopped at the door of the 
bridegroom Viscount, in Hertford-street. " By 
the splendours of the hammercloth I could be 
tempted to believe that odious offset of the 
Derenzy tree, our cousin of Luttrell, was be* 
forehand with us this morning.*^ . 

" I rejoice that you judge so harshly erf yon- 
der Leadenhall-street equipage,*' said Frederica, 
faughing; ^ for it is the favourite appanage 
of a lady who is so unlucky as to sail in the 
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north of my opinion. Do you remember a 
certain Laura Mapleberry ? " 

" Who was laying active siege to Rawleigh- 
ford when I quitted England ? — I recollect 
feeling terribly afraid lest Lady Maplebeny 
should involve poor Brooke in the Oriental mi^* 
demeanour of polygamy ; for she seemed to me 
to make love to him with her full battery of 
daughters." 

' ^' Fortunately the whole volley of Miss Ma- 
pleberrys missed fire ; — and Laura^ — ^the field- 
piece of the park, — consoled herself by mar- 
rying a yellow nabob, — a . Sir Christopher 
Lotus ; — 

A puny insect shivering at a breaze» 

whom they keep alive in cotton like the exotic 
snakes in a zoological collection. When I am 
in an amiable frame of mind, I really pity the 
poor girl ; for I fancy this little old man of the 
8^ is as tiresome and malignant as any Afrite 
Genius released from the eye of a needle in the 
cavems of Caucasus/' 
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TunuBg ;at that moment towards her ccmi- 
panion^ Frederica was surprised and shocked to 
perceire the countenance of Lady Sophia dis- 
torted as if by some painfol spasm, while she 
iuYokintarily exclaimed^ " How dreadful ! — ^what 
a disgraceful meeting !— -one woman who has 
sold herself for rank — another for money> — 
another for God forgive us ! " 

Before Lady Rawleigh could recover her 
amazement at this startling apostrophe^ they 
were ushered into the drawing-room of the 
bride ; — where, according to their anticipations, 
-they found Lady Lotus accompanied by Miss 
Matilda Mapleberry, in the act of offering 
her congratulations. The room was redolent 
of orange-flowers, gardenias, heliotropes, and 
all the most fragrant offerings of the Wood- 
ington-park conservatories; nor was Frede- 
rica surprised ^ that in such an atmo- 
sphere the new Viscountess should find it 
necessary to assume ' an attitude of eleg;ani 
languor, among the embroidered cushions of 
her sofa, — and to hold in her liand a flacoa of 



14 piv MONsr» 

aromatic salt» encased in gold basket-work, 
-Which ** ever and anon she gave her nose.** 

^ My dear Lady Sophia,^ exclaimed the 
bride, half rising from her seat on their en* 
trance, '* how very kind of you to recollect 
me : — Lady Rawleigh \ I am delighted to see 
you. Really among the crowds which throng 
around us on these embarrassing occasions, it 
is quite refreshing to see one welcome face ! 
Between Lord TwadelPs numerous family con- 
nexions, and my own extensive acquaintance, 
I assure you I have never had one moment, 
since my return to England, to think of any 
thing but thanking my friends for their flatter- 
ing attentions; — or, as you may suppose, I 
should have done something towards reforming 
the barbarisms, solecisms, and improprieties of 
this Gothic mansion." 

'^ I see nothing that demands a change," 
repfied Lady Rawleigh with perfect maplieity ; 
easting her eyes round the apartments, which 
were splendUIy furnished, althoogfa not in the 
newest gloss of novelty. 



Pix koket; I£ 

'' A bachekr^s resid^ice/' xniaced tiie Vis- 
coantess, '^ cannot of course be expected to 
afford all those little refinemefits of luxury 
wUcfa. spring forth under the culture of a fe- 
male hand.'' 

^' Certainly not !" said Lady Sof^a^ resolved 
to discompose her affectation. '^ Lord Twadell 
wiU naturally expect you to give a new aspect 
to things; and when you have had Banting 
here, and Morel, and got rid of all this obsolete 
lumber, really the house itself will not be so 
very much amiss. Of course^ when it is cai- 
tirdy refitted^ you will avoid the gaudy taste, — 
the superabundance of gilding and varnish, — 
by which it is now disfigured. Nothing is more 
odious or more th(»rougUy exploded than finary f 
-—it appears left by general cimsent to city 
knights and retired nabobs." 

Lady Lotus grew very fidgetty on her chair; 
—and Miss Matilda ventured a few incoherent 
aentenetfl touehing the new suite at Chats- 
worthy and the new fiurmture at Windsor 
Castle. 
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'* I beg your pardon V — said Lady Sophia, 
interrogatively, — resolved to make her speak in- 
telligibly; and Miss Mapleberry with soine 
indignation found herself obliged to recapitu- 
late^her unlucky illustrations. 

" Chatsworth ! — ^Windsor !"— ^said Lady So- 
phia, with a significant smile. " Of course I 
was not alluding to palaces, or to the mansions 
of pei^ons of illustiious rank. I spoke of our 
own middling sphere of life ; — and it would be 
absurd indeed in Lady Rawleigh, Lady Twa- 
dell, or myself, to emulate the magnificence of 
persons of so elevated a position in the world !" 

The new Viscountess had recourse to her salts. 
To be compared with a country baronet's wife ! 
— ^with a ladyship by courtesy ! 

" These "pictures, too," continued Lady So- 
phia, " you will of course despatch to Lord 
Twadell's country seat ?" 

Lady Rawleigh longed to whisper to her 
that his lordship possessed only a tumble-down 
Castle Rackrent mortgaged over rafters and 
roof, on the borders of the Bog of Allen. 
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'^ They are generally thought very fine," 
said Lady Twadell. — ^^ Two of them are Ru- 
bens^s." 

" Oh yes ! — I recognize my old friends ; — 
the originals are in Prince Lichtenstein's gallery 
at Vienna. Excellent gallery-pictures, — or even 
admissible in a fine old oak dining-room, in the 
country; — ^but a Rubens in a drawing-room 
facing the evening-sun, is almost too much for 
one in the fervid months of June and July." — 

" You must send them to Woodington Park," 
cried Lady Lotus, bringing up her forces to the 
support of her discountenanced friend. " Did 
you ever see Woodington, Lady Rawleigh ? — 
I really think it is one* of the most beautiful 
places in England." 

" You are partial, my dear Lady Lotus !" 
simpered the bride.— '^ I own it has been much 
admired, — and there seldom appears a series of 
the distinguished country seats of the kingdom, 
in which it is not included. It has been vig- 
netted twice in Peacock's Repository." 

Surely the house is visible for some miles 



€i 
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from the Nortlh-road 1 '^ inquired Frederica witibi- 
ont intendiDg an epigTam. 

" Aha ! — the plantations not yet grown up ?'' 
said Lady Sophia. ^ That accounts for .Gene- 
ral Lee's ignorance of ita whereabout— His 
fiither^ Lord Frederick, had an old family seat 
in that neighbourhood where the General's 
childhood was passed, — but he could not bring 
himself to recollect Woodington. — I cpnclude 
it has been built since he left the country." 

Lady Twadell was on the point of making 
some bitter allusion to General Lee's antediluvian 
QBminiscences, when it occurred to her that he 
had been fag at Eton to he^ own brid^room the 
Viscount ; and she was therefore forced to con* 
tent herself with observing, " Woodington Park 
was sketched by Capability Biown, and com- 
pleted by R^ton. Picturesque Price used to say 
that the artificial water was a triumph g£ art ; and 
many of the first artists — Copley Fielding, De- 
wint^ Nicholson, and Glover, have visited it for 
the benefit of their compositioa landscapes." — 

'* I cannot see any thing sa very delightful," 



said Lsdj Lottu^ ^ in being^ ssmninded by 
grim forests and orergnmn woodfir^ wfai<& 
ecmipel one to bnild a Tower of Babel , 
like Mr. Beekford^ in order to overlook the 
country.^ 

^ I fancy,* observed Lady Sophia secretly 
enjoying the i^orm she had raised, " I fancy 
Vathek's tower was prtjrj^cted to enable him'to 
overlook the pigmies of the earth, and not ite^ 
natural productions. It mii^ be a triumphant 
sensaticni to exist m a region above all contact 
with the mites of corruption ;— a sphere where 
the stars seem to shine more brightly, and where 
Ae grosser exhalations of the world attain not f 
—There J — ^there is a burst of the sublime and 
beautiful for you ! — But to descend from such 
abstruse altitudes, pray tell me, my dear Lady 
TivadelT, how did yon manage to get over the 
splendid trousseau I saw preparing for you in 
Paris?,'' 

" I declare I hardly know I— I believe Her- 
bault undertook it ;— or some of Lord Twadell's 
people managed the business." 

" But Herbault holds too closely to his pre- 
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rogative to interfere with any thing l6«s ethereal 
than gauze and marabouts ; and I am sure I s^yr 
a Viscountess's coronet, embroidered on sbine 
dozens of dozens of dozens of familiar garments 
in lawn and cambric, on the counters ]of half 
the lingferes of St. Honore. Oh ! here is Lady- 
Olivia Tad caster! She will teil us how she 
manages these affairs; — ^but then her interest 
will always procure her the name of bnex>f the 
ambassadors as a passe-droit.'* 

Lady Olivia, however, was an ind^pend^t^' 
personage who always thought proper to Select 
her own vein of loquacity ; and after paying her 
compliments to her former prot^g^e the Vis- 
countess, — towards whom she preserved a slight 
degree of pique for having accomplished a ma-' 
trimonial barter without her intervention, — «d- ' 
mixed the mechlin- of her cap, and hinted tliat^ 
women of a certain age always did well to ett^ ^ 
yelopthe mysteries of their faces in a sitnilal* 
framewprk b^ daylight, she turned suddenly' 
to Lady Lotus with many expressions of delight* ' 
at so opportune an encounter. 

/' I fully intended calling on you this mom- 
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ing if r ,c9ul4 possibly ma^iage .to get so far as^ 
Pqrtlfmd-rplace- But really it is -so out of one'* 
b^^t tlia^t I can seldom accomplish the journey; 
aad X keep z^ little by-list of my East Indian 
fri^ds, — ^the. directors' wives, — and one or two 
Calcutta people such as Lady Cabob and Mrs. 
Budg^ow whom I f>icked up one autumn at 
Cheltenham, — so that I may contrive to strike 
them lalL off in one morning/' 

" I should have been extremely sorry/' said 
La4y Lotus^ swelling with indignation, '^had 
your Ladyship taken the . trouble of driving so 
far in compliment to me" 

" Obi pn^y don't mentioa it/' cried Lady , 
Olivia with a spontaneous and unpremeditated 
flo;w of impertinence. " I should have thought 
nothing of it, only I have prcmiised to be with 
L5i4y Ax^ter this ^afternoon'-^'who lives, you 
knpw, in Arlingtonrstreet, in the civilized part of 
th|Q tQw;n;-r— to take her some little saleable trum« 
pejies which I have persuaded my worthy Ash • 
Baxik neighbours, the Miss Peewits> to put out 
their, eyes in manufacturing for her Charity 
Bd^KW^-^rApdJi^y the way, Lcerteinly will buy 
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•Clara Peewit a pair of green spectacles before 
I go back into Essex ; — ^they cost little or noihing 
in the Burlington Arcade. As to her sister 
Maria^ I wipe off ray obligations to her by 
'making over to her my patronage at the Mis- 
fiionary Society, the Tract Association, and the 
Auricular Infirmary, — ^for which I have no pos- 
sible use." 

Lady Sophia and Frederica involuntarily ex- 
changed glances. But Lady Lotus could not 
so tamely put up with the «tffronts offered to 
her own gorgeous domicile*— 

" Next to these charming Park-lane resi- 
Tdences," she observed, pointedly addressing the 
bride, ^^ I must say I prefer an airy quarter, 
Buch as the immediate vicinity of the Regent's- 
paric. The [Duke of Droneham, who frequently 
calls on me in his daily drive, is always envying 
our ftituatioB ; and old Lady Borenough de- 
dares she should expect to live for ever, if she 
resided in Portland-phioe." 

*^ For the benefit of posterity let us hope she 
may never quit Aj^llHEttreeti" cried Lady 
Sophia. '^ As to the Buke of Drondiam, the 
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poor astkaiatic old sovl only c<Hitiives to exist 
by atiring himseif half the ilay^mong the kan- 
garoos in the Zoological gardens/' 

*' But to letura to the motive of my visit," 
interrupted Lady Olivia, although she had never 
yet alluded to the subject. ^ I think, my dear 
Lady Lotus, I may say that I have satisfactorily 
executed your mission." 

" Oh ! I will not hear a word about it now," 
cried poor Laura, looking extremely uneasy, 
" or you will deprive me of the pleasure of your 
promised visit. I am in no hurry to acquaint 
myself with the result." 

Notwithstanding the assiduity with which 
'Lady TwadelLnow attempted the task of atnus- 
tng Lady Sophia and her fiiend, — ^wh<»n she 
conceived could be in jio way interested in 
any affair priding between Lady Lotus and 
Lady Olivia while the attentions of a viscountess 
were at their disposal, — they managed to over- 
hear the following interesting rejoinder. 

" Why really nothing would give me greater 
pleasure than to wait on you, but you see, my 
dtear ma'am, although my hones are only Jobs, 
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60 that I can work them without compunction, 
I am obliged to have a little mftrcy on my ser- 
vants; therefore^ as we fiaoe met, I may as well 
give you Mrs. Waddlestone's answer at once, 
I told her, as yon desired, bow mnch you had 
been indebted to Mr. W.*s politeness at the 
races, — and how long you had been anxious to 
make her acquaintance>— ^that Mrs. Luttrell 
had promised to make the introduction at her 
ball, and all the rest of it ; — and she begged me 
to assure you, that — " 

" Thank you — thank you," cried the agonized 
Lady Lotus. " I am infinitely obliged by the 
explanation you have given. Having expressed 
my thanks for the use of Mr. Waddlestone's 
carriage, I need not trouble either your ladyship 
or myself further on the subject.*' 

" Oh ! excuse me, the most important part 
of the negotiation remains unexplained. Mrs. 
Waddlestone requested me to say that she 
should make it a point to take an early Oppor- 
tunity of returning, your card ; but with respect 
to an invitation for you and the Miss Mapleberrys 
to her concert, she regretted to say thatjt was 



^te out cf her pbwer^-^^that the whole affidr is 
under the anai^axient of the Princesse de Gu^ 
miniSe and the Duchess of Whitehaven/ with 
whom I fancy you are not acquaint^/' 

Lady Lotus^ with a face like scarlet^ now 
rose to take leave^ while Lady Sophia inquired 
of the viscountess, " You, of course^ are going 
to Waddlestone House ? — It will be the best 
thing of the season, and a capital opportunity 
to show off some of your bridal embroideries " 

"Why really just now," said Lady Twadell, 
looking oppressed with Tiumility, "while the 
eyes of all the world are upon me, I wisH to 
avoid.the tax of going into public. Next year 
I shall be no longer a novelty, — shall have sub* 
sided, into, the multitude.'' 

'* You need not be afraid of any embarrassing 
distinction at the Waddlestones'," said Lady 
Sophia* ".You will be outroared by a whole 
herd of lions.'* ' 

" Rossini sis coming over from Madrid for the 
occasion;— Fodor has promised to recover her 
voiqe for that one day ;— Paganini is to-play on 
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two violins with one bow; — Pasta will sing an 
English ballad ; — and Malibran a Yankee comio 
song ! — Don't be the least alanned/' said Lady 
Olivia, putting forth with great naivety the 
announcements she had credulously received 
from Lord Launceston; '* I assure you your 
presence will not be remarked among such a 
host of wonders." 

"Who are these Waddlestones?" persisted 
Lady Twadell, fastidiously. " People one can 
know without committing oneself ? '*-»- 

" That depends on the position of the parties," 
said Lady Sophia. " The Draxfields, Axeters, 
Wroxworths, Guemen^es, Whitehavens, and 
persons of that stamp can know them with per- 
fect security. I doubt whether you are yet 
suflGiciently established in society to venture.'* 

'* I dare say I shall be forced there whether 
I like it or not," said the bride, languidly. 
" Lord Twadell knows every one^ and I have 
little doubt these Waddlestones will give him 
no peace till we promise to go." 

" Lord Twadell was so shocked at my rash- 
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ness in presenting Mrs. Waddlestone," said 
Frederica, " that I am pretty sure you will meet 
with no compulsion from him on this occasion.'' 

^' Why surely you do not mean that all this 
fuss is about a party to be given by that prepos- 
terous soapboiler*s wife?'* cried the viscoxmtess, 
having again recourse to her salts. "What 
will the world come to ! " 

*' I cannot guess ! " cried Lady Sophia, rising 
for departure; — " but at present it is going, you 
see, to Waddlestone House j and I recommend 
you to join it, if you can in any way diplo- 
matize for an invitation. Good morning, Lady 
Twadell! — 1 leave you to arrange the matter 
with Lady Olivia Tadcaster, who on such Oc- 
casions is the kindest and most efficient pie* 
nipotentiary in Europe.** 
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CHAPTER IL 



Tells how. each beauty of her mind and face 
. Was brightened hy some sweet pecxiliar grace ; 
Tells how her manners, by the wQrld lefin'd, 
Left all the taint of modish vice behind. 
And made' each charm of p<dished comts agre« 
With candid truth's simplicity 
And uncorrupted innocence, 

- But an entertainment was destined to pre- 
cede the morning concert af Waddlestone 
House which; if less difficult of access, was 
far more eagerly sought by the universal throng 
of the fashionable world. 

Lord Calder, although he usually restricted 
liimself to a specific routine of hospitality,— -of 
the noblest and inost distmguished order bat 
unmarked by any mountebank displays to ex- 
cite the criticisms of the newspapers and the 



witticisms of the clubs, — ^having now discovered 
that Lady Rawleigh pertinaciously abstained 
from appearing at his weekly soirees, and that 
she had declined two dinner-parties expressly 
framed in her honour, resolved on taking 
some marked step to allure her to his house^ 
When they met in the nightly round of 
balls or parties, she received his attentions 
with the same gentle courtesy as heretofore,--** 
so that he had no reason to apprehend c^y 
serious displeasure or estrangement on her 
part; while the frank and lady-like demeanour 
of Lady Sophia Lee satisfied him that what- 
ever feelings she might entertain towards himj 
her sentence was not for *' open war,"— When 
lie made his appearance as usual in Lady Raw-^^ 
leigh'g box at the Opera, Frederica received 
him without embarrassment, but without em- 
pressement; — ^made no effort to amuse or detain 
him;-^-and left his conversation wholly at Mrs, 
'£isk3rne's disposal, who seemed well ss^tisfied 
'tx> turn it to good account. But this easy 
self-^possession was far more attractive and per^ 
fflexing to u man acicvstomed like Cal4er.to 
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tiie arts dnd caprices of her sex^ than the most 
flighty^ airs of pique or coquetry. He knew not 
hot? to deal with her relapse into the listless 
tfanquillity of indifference ; but was more thaa 
erer stimulated to overcome tiie stubborn sim* 
pUcity of so artless a character. 

^ It' is generally asserted that men of dissipated 
habits entertain' a pretty universal contempt .f<^ 
the female sex. But this is a gross misrepre- 
sentation. A dissipated man^ unless degraded by 
imlisual stupidity of nature^ possesses a peculiair 
tact for distinguishing a woman whose conduct 
and sentimentis are really unexceptionable, and 
at once entertains a holy Reverence towards 
herself and them. Lord Calder had never mis- 
judge Lady Rawleigh, even in her unguarded 
Encouragement of his advances,— even in the 
imprudeM obligations she had unwittingly con- 
tracted in his favour. He saw that he had been 
indebted for his temporary advantage to soilie 
ftgenicy the nature of which was inscrutable to 
his penetration ; and he was now satisfied that 
her eyes had been opened to the true character 
^ hift views and feelings, either accidentally or 
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)>y the interference of an officious friend ; and 
tbat she had resolved to terminate the con^ 
nexion as gradually and unostentatiously as the ' 
occasion would permits . / 

There were circumstances^ however, whick 
tempted him to hope that she had entangled 
herself too deeply in his toils to recede without 
much effort ; and as he found it impossible tO 
obtain admission in Brutonrstreet, or address 
himself to her at the Opera without danger 
from the mole-eared vigilance of the malicious 
liOuisa, or even obtain her attention, in gene*- 
jral society^-rwhere her increasing popularity 
attracted the homage of half the distill 
guished young men of the day,-— he detei*- 
mined on sending out cards for a fancy-ball ; or 
•zather a masque of the old school, such m 
would render Calder House the rendezvous of 
Ihe whole grand monde, — and from whence Lady 
Rawleigh could scarcely absent herself without 
some very particular motive or plausible ej?- 

t^use. 

Frederica indeed entertained no such inten^ 
tioii. Sir Brooke, Lord . Launceston, Lady So- 



phia,— all jvere lAclud^d in tUe invitation ;; por* 
Jbad there been any thing in Lord Gaidar's cyn-. 
duct towards her to require their resentment or, 
urge them to renounce the mp6t brilliant f^te 
of the season. In London society it is by no 
means necessary to feel, or* even to affect, the. 
slightest respect or regard for the proprietors of 
those mansions where we drink our best cham- 
pagne, or tread our liveliest measures; and 
more than one member of the fashionable world 
can boast a visiting list graced by the most il- 
lustrious names, and a ball-room crowded by 
the most distinguished guests, who is thought 
of and spoken of with personal contempt and 
disgust. 

The characters in the projected masque or 
tableau, which were distributed by Lord Cal- 
der's express interference, were selected from 
Spenser's Faery Queen; and while Lady]^Ror 
Chester naturally appropriated to herself the 
dignities of Gloriana, Frederica found the part 
of the spotless Una humbly tendered to her ac- 
ceptance. But without even taking counsel 
with those whose prejudices she knew so well 
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t6 ihtetptet^ she iihtnediately despatched a hotc^ 
to L'ordCalder, definitively declining any o&* 
tiliisibTe share in the pageant; but promising 
to join the circle in some group unconnected 
with the principal exhibition^ On reflection^ 
t6o, this was a plan which suited better with 
those of his lordship. He had laid at her feet 
the highest tribute the occasion afforded ; 
and was sensible that her society would be 
more at bis own disposal if unfettered by an 
arbitrary part in the drama, * 

All London — ^in which phrase are included 
some five hundred persons, the elect of fashion^ 
who regard all other castes as issued from 
the feet of Brahma instead of their own dig- 
nified ^btirce of origin — ^tbe head of the false 
dJviiiity,— -fl// London was now excited to the 
Bluest "pitch* of frivolous eagerness for the 
eveht 1 Artists of every denomination, — paint ' 
ef6,' sculptors, land poets,— authorities of every 
caKbre, from the British Museum to Dandy 
C6lnaghi*s portfolios, — were laid under con* 
tribiitioh ;' and select committees appointed in. 
divers dwellings of the young and beautiful.— 

C 3 
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Strings of pearls wete tried in profusion among 
clusters of equally redundant ringlets^ before 
many a gorgeous mirror ; and Persian pantou- 
fies fitted on many a foot worthy to elicit the 
raptures bestowed by Rousseau on those of Ma^ 
daine D'Houdetot, Bribes were mysteriously 
dispensed to the forewomen of Triaud and Du- 
chon^ that they might do their spiriting se* 
cretly as well as gently; and many a fair ex- 
clusiye continued to lisp her declarations that 
*' upon her honour she could not make up her 
ficiind with respect to her costume," many days 
after the said costume had been snugly depo- 
sited in the armoire of her dressing-room. Lord 
George was perplexing the snip of the Opera- 
house with '^ diwectionth for his Petwaach 
dweth,"^-andwas in agonies under the impend- 
ing horror of having Lady Margaret Fieldham 
forced on his acceptance as his ^^fera, mamueta 
e bella" General Lorriston proposed accom- 
panying his nephew aft Cardinal Colonnai 
crowned with a hat resembling a scarlet cham- 
pignon {-^Louisa Erskyne had manoeuvred her- 
self into the part rejected by Frederica ;-^while 
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Lord Putney promised to enact one of hdr lions^ 
provided she could persuade Trayeller Brough^r 
ley to roar as his comrade. 

It was within a week of this elaborate fes- 
tiyal, when one morning Lord Launceston 
sauntered into Frederica's drawing-room^ to 
inquire at what hour he was to accompany 
Lady Sophia and herself in their daily ride;—? 
and had the satisfaction to find Sir Brooke 
lounging over the Quarterly Review, as con- 
tentedly as he had ever done at Rawleigh- 
ford, and to discover, — although his arrival 
produced sundry diatribes on the heat of the 
weather as an excuse for this uxorious domestic 
cation, — that his brother was in fact breaking 
through an engagement with Mr. Lexley, in 
order to enjoy the society of his Frederica. 

'* I want to engage you in my service," said 
the latter, jels Sir Brooke hurried away to his 
toilet to prepare for the execution of this ne- 
glected duty. " We cannot make up our Pirate 
group for Calder House without your assist- 
ance." 

'' I ajoa sorry for that, — ^for I have not the 



least ti^ought;. of ,?^^,dipg: tQ,,;M^« .<v9ngi»g%Ui?n i<rf: 
blockheads to be assembled on that occasioiu" , 

"3ut my dear Williap you-p|comisja4 %om 
the first to be pf pur painty ff . , ^ , . 

^' Did I ?— Then I did jjot know what L was 
talking of;— or. perhaps! pleaded tJtie inyitaT 
tion to escape a, tea-party at old grandmother, 
Derenzy's,,or a little commission tp step down 
to Broadstairs to hire a lodging for Lady 
Olivia/^ 

'^ No ! you promised to go, simply to. oblige 
your sister ; and I positively will, ijot let you 
off unless you have some real, right-down, posi- 
tive engagement with Miss Waddlestpne to in,- 
terfere with my claims ! " 

'^ Real, right-down, positive engagement with 
Leonora!" reiterated Lord Launceston. "It 
seems to me as if my destiny decreed me to be 
engaged on all occasions to the whole world, 
€uid always in my own despite. But seriously, 
dearest Fred., you must excuse my attendance 
at Calder House ; — I am so miserably out of 
spirits just now, that I am not prepared to iCarry 
an extra load of absurdity ; I can play no part 
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**ltrust, dearest liaundeston/* said Fre- 
derica affectionately, *' that your affairs- — " 

'•'^ Are not, just now, my bitterest grievance^ 
althou^ in a most dilapidated condition. Ko ! 
Fred !— t havie resolved to let Marston, — since 
the fatea forbid my deliverance by selling it ;— 
logo ibroad, retrench, grovv' mad and desperate; 
and either calcine myself geologizing in the 
crater of Vesuvius ; or go to sleep in a snow- 
drift on the Grand Mulct, I am tired of this 
life of imposture and monotony; — ^and I will 
leave you, dearest, to inherit my estates, pay off 
my mortgages, and make my apologies to 
Lady Mary Trevelyan." 

*' I rejoice to perceive that you are not quite 
in earnest; — that like other young gentlemen 
in debt and in love, you are only a little hy- 
pochondriacal this morning." 

*' It is a very provoking thing,," cried Lord 
Launceston, grovring half angry, " that I never 
can persuade any one I am in earnest. There 
have I been sitting these two hours with my 
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mother, tlireatening to take a dose of moiphine 
or Prussic acid mthout consulting .Camo^ 
mile, unless she afforded me a certain piece of 
intelligence which I demanded at her hands : 
—-and she actually sat listening to me, and 
smiling over her chocolate, as if I had menaced 
myself with a cup of water-gruel 1 '' 

^^ Which intelligence was doubtless the re^ 
sidence of Miss Elbany's family, — or at last , 
the actual place of her retreat ?<^It does not 
require the art of a wizard to detect the motive ^ 
of your despondency.'* 

" Perhaps y(m will be more merciful, Fre- 
derica, and let me into the secret ? " 

ii I ? — ^I must possess a wondrous skill in 
divination to penetrate into the mysteries of 
such a child of the mist as your &ir friend." 

" But possibly Rawleigh may have given you 
intelligence on the subject? " 

'^ What interest or information can he pos- 
sess concerning an obscure advertising ' Com- 
panion to a lady of quality ? * — Depend on it 
Rawleigh knows and cares as little about the 
young lady as I do." 



" ^ Y^m nevo* Wete more mistaken !«-He ipvae 
constantly closeted with her in Charles-street ^ 
and I have every reason to believe they had a 
lo^ interview on Ihe very morning of her de- 
parture.** 

' '^Indeed!'' said Frederica reddening with 
emotion, which a single moment's reflection on 
the absurdity of her former suspicions for* 
tmiately etialded her to subdue; '^ But why 
do you not make your inquiries of Wrightson, 
who accompanied Miss Lucy in her ex*^ 
pedition ? '* 

** I have,-^I did ; — ^but as I could neither 
offer a bribe to a worthy woman who was 
present at my birth, nor cudgel her on conviction 
of having given me false information, where 
was the use of my inquiries ? *' 

** Poor good old Wrightson is incapable of 
misleading any one/' 

^' I found her very capable of misleading me. 
I suspected, indeed, from a sly glance of the 
old traitress'* eye under her spectacles, that she 
was wil]H)f4h0*i^ping me with her story of 
^ the pleasant little village of Wansfield, near 
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Lewes ; ahd Miss^ nncle being carats ; tod ^ 
Miss being sent for to meet an old aunt fiom 
Madeira!''' 

"And did it really tum out to be a Crack* 
skuU-Coitimon romance of my son Tony's?" 
inquired Lady Rawleigh, laughing in spite of 
herself at her brother's half comic,^— half in- 
dignant air. 

" Nothing less, on my honour! — I was ideot' 
enough to set off in the mail, and waste three 
days in hunting out this Utopian ' pleabant 
little village of Wansfield' throughout the 
county of Sussex !— From Lewes they pas^d 
me like a parish vagrant to Winfield-; — from' 
Battle to Wentsfield ; from Horsham to Wal- 
field ; in short I was obliged to confess my de* 
feat on every Jield of those verdant pastures of 
Wessex." * 

" Poor fellow ! — I should like to have been 
present when you upbraided your CharlesHStreet 
enemies'on your return." 

<« No— -no ! although I acknowledge • myself 
to you as a coniquered knight^ beli<jve -me my ^ 
pride preserved me from the e^dt^fe of theit" 



tauBiph<,-iMyymotfaer vhfts not Hie Least con-). 
joGt^?etC)f'?ny wildrgoosa e3$pedition ;— nor that/^ 
I am more interested in Miss Elbany^s exits and- 
entrances than in those of Chloe." 

*f A^d vhy should you imagine Rawleigh less . 
imdifferent ? *' hesitated Frederica, bending, over 
thi^ frame.in :which: she was diligently .weaving 
the Iris-like glories of a macaw with a cherry in 
ite.beak, foi^ the .merino cushion of her mother's 
herg^e^ ... < 

*' I. have already given yw reasons sufficient 
tosatisfy a mtipnal being ; in addition to which 
I: shall, only observe that on the day of Lucy's 
jouxney (yoiit were at Ash, Bank, and I was 
executing commissions for Lady Sophia^ Lee), 
SirBrooke passed the whole morning condoling 
with our respectable parent; and when I hrcke 
in upon them they were engaged in a discussion.- 
which had actually brought tears inta the 
eyes of both.". ^ - 

Lady Rawleigh blushed when* the possibility 
occurred to her. mind that this family argument 
might have turned upon the levity, or seeming 
levity, of a wife, and daughter sacredly dear to 
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the hearts of the disputants ; and in dtder to 
escape the little flying twinges of conscience 
which^ like those of the gout^ are useless unless 
concentrated into a decided fit^ she returned to 
the subject of the bal costume. 

^' Then you are absolutely determined to ab^ 
Bent yourself tcora Lord Calder's fSte ? " 

'* My dear sister, you know I have always 
hated buffooneries of that description ; I was 
never intended for a London man. I like a 
dinner-party or a moderate circle of friends, 
where one may talk or be talked to without 
exciting speculation atid quizzery, — or a couii- 
try-^house filled with a well-assorted party. 
But as to those glaring ball-rooms, where you 
flock in mobs to show your finery, and live in 
terror of the sneerd of your acquaintance, I 
cannot describe the ludicrous and vexatious 
associations they produce in my mind. I have 
never found myself in possession of sufficient 
industry or sufficient idleness— (and I assure 
you both are required fi)r the pursuit)— to fimn 
connexions and friendships among die motley 
4ribes of fashionable life ; and standing as I do 
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^part.amid the throag, all youc mincings^ and 
aoQoppiiigs and mowings, and manceuyrings, — 
all.your affected raptures and impromptus fait 
iL hidrp — all your laborious smiles and forced 
animation, — ^your manufactured conversations 
and fiictitious friendships^-<»appear to me like 
the ill-played drama of a company of strollers. 
I have looked round me sometimes at Almack's, 
without being able to discover a single person 
fLpp^ring Ia a natural character, or acting 
vritbout Qotne latent motive/' 
. *' Now you are beginning to overcharge your 
{ttcture and I am satisfied ; — ^none but a weak 
arg^ment requires the support of caricature*' 
Orantii]^, however, that your satires possess 
some ge^neral tmth, why should you concentrate 
4hem against this one unlucky party?'' 
« ^ And in . what assumed guise does your 
iadyahip intend to render night hideous on 
the occasion?'' said Lord Laimceston, pei^ 
ceiving from Frederica's earnestness that she 
wa3 really desirous of his company. 

^' I mentioned to Lord Calder last night at 
the Duchess of Dxaxfield's, that I had some 



/ 



44 FIN uojxsr. 

idea of making up a group from the Pirat^^ 
pxx)yided I could persuade Lady Sophia to lend 
me her flaxen hsdir and^zure eyes in the plirt 
of Brenda.— *^Her's is the true Saxoa character 
of beauty." . • 

^* Why don't you make her Rowena then at 
once, — ^and exhibit your own jetty curls as Re* 
becca? — in which case I will be Isaac the Jew 
at your bidding." , . . / 

** No ! — ^no ! — ^Rawleigh has noi a sufficiently^ 
chivalrous air for Ivanhoe; and the Hebrev^ 
maiden is repres^ited as a paragon of loveli- 
ness. Minna Troil claims no such superiority ; 
and while Lady Sophia and myself profit 
by the opportunity to economize our costumfe 
in all the Zetland simplicity of a few ells of 
Tartan, Sir Brooke would make a very respect- 
able Mordaunt Merton ; and you, Launceston, 
with your dishevelled curls, form an admirable 
representative of the dauntless Cleveland/' 



" Tims sp&ke the rover 
To bis gallant crew» 

Up with the .hlaok fl^> 
Down with the blue { 
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cried LatiAc^etoti^ after a r«/pid diaoomposure 
ot his l:a¥6[i| fecks* Then sinking back cu the 
s^ and resuming his former listless tone^ he 
ijbjsert^d,-— " No— no !— -I am not up to the 
thing/' 

' "But heli^^ me ' the thing* requires no such 
tai^t and trouble as you anticipate. I shall not 
even attempt to add the pleasantries of ^ glo 
rious John' to our group, unless the Duke of 
Praifield persists in joining us; and as to a 
Noma^I would on no account attract attention 
by reeroiting so prominent a personage/' 

. "AH you mean to do, in short," said her 
brother" pFOvokingly, " is to simper through the 
suit^at Caldesvhouse in a somewhat uglier 
gown than usual ; — ^while Lady Serbia as the 
lint-white Brenda 

^ .Seenuiby Ber dtuky guide, like taoming kd bj night," 

.-'^ Jtffit so!— *«nd as you decline affording us 
the sanction of your- expressive countenance to 
qualify our monotony, I suppose I must accept 
Lord Calder's offer of his nephew, Mr. Rock- 
ingham, who will complete our group in the 
character of the Pirate." 
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" What an odioud thing to be dependent on 
a rich and arbitrary uncle !*' cried Lord LamH- 
ceston. '* Calder positively talks of lending 
you that poor boy as if he were an 6pera-tickei,' 
or the volume of a new novel !" 

" I wish he were any thing half so amusing ! 
— However, the gallant Alfred is remarkably 
good looking, and will show well as a Bucca^ 
neer." 

" Well — ^well !*' said Xaunceston, rising from 
his seat as his brother-in-law entered, whom he 
had promised to accompany as far as West* 
minster, "if you can prevail on Lady Serbia 
to convert her Minerva majesty into the no- 
thingness of the daughter of Magnus Troil, I 
am at all risks for your foolery^" 

Glad to have accomplished her purpose, 
whether through the influence of her bro- 
ther's vanity or good nature, Frederica wished 
them good-bye with the intention of profit*, 
ing by their absence to try the effect of her 
eloquence on Lady Sophia; and the last words 
she heard addressed by her husband to Lord 
Launceston as they quitted the room together. 
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were, " Can you recommend me a good foot- 
man?— Frederica's man, — that tall, active- 
looking fellow Thomas, whom you used to pa- 
tronize at Rawleighford, — ^is off at a moment's 
warning, aud leaves me in a most uncomfort- 
able pUght- The man's mother is dying,— and 
you know one could not detain him under such 
circumstances." 



I 
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CHAPTER III. 



Quoth she " for many yeajcs he drove 
A kind of broking trade in lore." 

HUDIBRAS. 

Lady Rawletgh's errand with her friend 
prospered both worse and better than she ex- 
pected. On her anival at General Lee's new 
residence in Curzon-street, she found Lady 
Derenzy in the last clause of a very prolonged 
morning visit, and had the satisfaction of find- 
ing herself greeted by that stately piece of me- 
chanisnii with very flattering cordiality ; a cir- 
cumstance the more important, as herladyship^s 
measure of esteem was at all times beyond the 
powers of calculation or anticipation even of 
her nearest friends. She was one of those per- 



« • 



PIN MONEY, 49 

sons so difficult to deal with in the commerce of 
social life, who leave you in a fever of tenderness 
one day and meet you again on the next below 
the freezing point of utter ungraciousness ; who 
favour you with a note of invitation framed in 
all the earnestness and wahnth of hospitality, 
and receive you with as formal a distance as if 
you were a poor relation, or labouring under 
flagrant personal disrepute. In the present 
instance her ladyship's augmentation of regard 
for the wife of her nephew arose from having 
heard the intimacy of her liaison with the Cal- 
der and Rochester set very maliciously blamed 
by Miss Harcourt, Lady Lavinia Lisle, and 
several ancient spinsters of her own circle. 

On the occasion of Frederica's marriage Lady 
Derenzy had calculated that the influence of 
her high connexions would extricate Sir Brooke 
from his humdrum] habits and undistinguished 
position in society, and initiate him into the 
vortex of the great world ; and she was proper* 
tionably disappointed on recognising Lady 
Rawleigh's taste for the domesticities of pri- 
vate life, and on discovering the odious re* 

VOL. III. D 
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latioaship iuto which she was likely to be 

forced by the indiscretion of her spendthrift 

brother. But on learning from the yoice of 

fiunour, or the lispings of Lord George, that 

the f^te at Calder House was supposed to be 

given in her hono ur, — and that the Rochestera^ 

Gyem^iees, and Axeters considered her the 

most elegant woman inLondon, — Sophroniawas 

ready to Jbrgive aU her delinquencies real or 

implied. Backed by the admiration of such a 

coterie, she would not have been tempted 

wholly to discard her lovely niece, had Lord 

Launceston's marriage actually appeared among 

the announcements of the Morning Post; — 

while Frederica remained threatened with Uie 

loss of character by her intimacy with a man of 

so much distinction and influence as, .l4ord 

Calder, her husband's haughty kinswoDaai^ 

considered it her duty to support her in society 

by an increased degree of favour ^u:id prpteoti^i. 

^^ I am very glad to leave Sophia in yoiur hw4^ 

my dear Lady Rawleigh," said she aft shet i^ose tp 

take leave, '^for I trust your influence will induce 

her to coincide with Geo^^ /Lee> desiie <ihat 
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she «hoiild ihake a brilliant appearance at this 
^dati^f taioment of Lord CalderV^ 
• '^ Let me trust so too ! " cried Frederica as 
falie' cloised the door,-^having purposely forborne 
t6 detain Lady Derenzy by more than the most 
trivial reply of assent, and now hastening to 
K^at her^lf beside her friend. *^ I am come 
for that very purpose,'' 

' ' '^ Et tu Brute 7 I had some hopes of enhst- 
mg you on my side. Now pray do not suppose, 
Borf dearest Lady Rawleigh, that I am like a 
Whimsicid woman of fashion, — courting your 
persuasfoh to do the thing I like.*' 

'"'Bit you often assure me you are a r^ke 
at heart ;^— that you prefer society to solitude ; 
'«k-4hat yoa have a decided taste for brilliant 
crowds, and all the stir and excitement of the 
igay wicjrld;'* 

'' ^ A most decided one, Frederica ! But not 
lii^hoiit exceptions in the mode of their enjoy- 
•iiMit. i am passionately fond <^ riding ; but I 
Mare tM> pleasure in mounting a vicious horse, — 
I ton— *' 
'..i#:y0if.are — wholly incomprehentible ! You 
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have already acknowledged to me that you de-^ 
test Lady Rochester, — ^but nothing wherefore ; 
and you confess by mipltcation that you cherish 
ah equ^l abhorrence of Lord Calder. Now al- 
though he isiiol, — ^has not been,— nevCT will be,— 
the object of tender affection to me which one 
of my intimate friends— a Dynley, a Thorntotoj 
or an Erskyne — once assured you, I own I am 
curious to know whence arises your prejudice 
against so very agreeable a per8<m ; — a person 
whom I should be inclined to point out as en- 
dowed with all the tact, brilliancy, and high 
breeding, calculated to captivate your fancy." 

" Were I to explain its motives I should be 
tempted into a long tiresome story; — ^valuable 
as the advertisements say, to no person but the 
owner." 

" Valuable to me, if you will intrtfi^t it to my 
keeping." 

" The Edinburgh Review assures us that 
people in real life never communicate their per- 
sonal reminiscences; and, of course I bow U> 
so erudite an authority." 

"But fency yourself a heroine in rigttt 
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ewi^^^-'^vn^g^^ ^6 yo^^ Norah in white 
d^W,ty^:r^and sing or say without reserve all your 
gne^i^auces against poor Lord Calder. Come! 
-Ttrl.wijl wind off this skein of netting silk while 
you..are consulting the tablets of your memory.'' 
,,.55 You fool me to the top of my bent!" re- 
pUed Xa4y Sophia.laughing. " What children 
ii(e are^ that a word,, or a look^ or a ludicrous 
aagoc,ia,tAon can make us jest upon the heaviest 
tKi^die& of life !— Here am I---on the point of 
rf)G;puQti|ig with a snule facts which have wrung 
fjbie bitterest teaiB from my ey^s.'^ 

"Uay! nojv.yoM excite my interest rather 
ibajpi 4ny xiiriosity.'' 

.; f^ Be satisfied, Frederica,— I will disappoint 
neither the one nor the other, I mg-y, however, 
at least be spared the infliction or endurance of 
fiuch.tediousmess as, > 

Mj name's Sophia ! — at the Austrian court 
^'^*' lifyffire despatches scrawled !^-^ 

J«dare> s|iy joay cousin Brooke profited by some 
long winter evening to acquaint you that I. was 
J#prd 0ffaley*8 only daughter,-7-that I lQ3t my 
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mother in Ay ^tadle, — beeaine a peevish ' self- 
willed child, — and grew to be a torment to my- 
self and all belonging to me." 

^* By no means ; he only acquainted me with 
a misdemeanour to which you have yoorsi^lf 
pleaded guilty, — ^a certain negligence of the 
purity of the marble yestibules at Twickenham.^ 

*' Although I was but a girl in those days,-^*- 
for Rawleigh and I were only approximated 
under Lord Derenzj's roof during the period of 
our syntax and prosody, — ^I was even then ad- 
vanced far beyond his comprehension. I am 
four years older than your husband; and at 
sixteen, was already bewildered in a maze of 
^ne sentitnetit, while he, — at twelve, had not a 
notion beyond taws and trap-balL My fieither 
being aware of his own inisufficiency to direct 
my education and control my impetuous char 
racter, turned me over to his beloved sister. So- 
phronia; and most assuredly no preceptor of 
her sex could be better endowed for the exit of 
tanung down an unquiet spirits I am persuaded 
Lady Derenzy could have broken in Ma«eeppa's 
fiery courser by mere word of mouth." 
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. ^^Bttt what effect had her skill on the fierce- 
Bes8 of Lady Sophia Rhyse? '^ 

*' More than might have been expected. Her 
Of^sitioii amused me beyond description, I have 
idways been a sort of amateur in waywardness ; 
and having be^i accustomed from my childhood 
to indulge in all the wilful vagaries of a spoiled 
diild, it was something quite new and diverting 
to me to cope with a will that opposed my own . 
When Lady Derenzy used to direct my amazed 
fiittendant to conduct Lady Sophia to her own 
i^rtmenttiU she came to her seises, I marked 
my penitence by standing still to laugh at the 
novelty of the invention. But it is not my 
intention to favour you with namby-pamby 
reninisoences of my white-frock days : I will 
ccnvey you straight to the happy moment of 
my departore from the clock-work monotony of 
ihe Derenzy establishment ; when, at the buoy- 
ant, sanguine^ joyous age of seventeen, I was 
summoned to preside over my father's ambas- 
sadorial household, and to enter the lists of 
iashioiMtble life/' 



/'A xbarmin^ epoch, for a pefson -of Lady 
Sophia Rhyse's impetuous character.'' . • i : 

" It might have appeared so to many a girl 
of a far more staid and philosophical tempera- 
ment; for my new position aflPorded every 
9i;traction which could embellish the aspect of 
existence* Lord Offaley had recently been ap-^ 
pointed to the court of Tuscany; and the 
Continent, so long closed against the rest- 
less wanderings . of our own countrymen, had 
not then lost its charm of nationality. Napo^ 
leon was scarcely yet settled at Elba, — ^the 
world had not forgotten the iron-terrors of his. 
despotism, — and the English were still regarded 
as liberators. I found Florence, — ^notwhat it 
is to-day^ — a sort of dilettante watering-place^ 
a motley masquerade of second-rate English peo- 
ple, toleratedyirtz/e de mieux by the better caste 
of its visitors, and having destroyed all the otit: 
ginal tone of its foreign society, — ^but a genuine 
Italian city; invested with a spell of romance' 
which I should find it difficult to define, and' 
which has long since been patent-axle-iree'd: 



PIK MONEr, 57 

from*, the faee of the latkl. It wftd indeed, or 
seemed to me, ^ tin pezzo del ciel ciduto in 
tenaJ* 

•^^ Which being interpreted, only means thai 
you were very young, very lovely, very seftti- 
aiental^-*-his Excellency the Earl of Offaley'd 
only daughter, — and that, like Elizabeth of old, 
whichever way you turned your eyes the people 
feU on iheir knees." » 

*^ True,— almost to the letter ! — It is extraor- 
dinary what a paroxysm of sensibility my lady- 
ship's Saxon fairness excited among the dark- 
haired sons and daughters of a more glowing clime ; 
whila it is not at all extraoirdinary that my lady- 
Aip's head should have been rendered somewhat 
dizzy by such an exuberance of incense. But there 
is one word of your arraignment, Frederica mia, 
which grates on my ear, — ' sentimental ! * — Is it 
not an odious thing that we never allow our- 
selves to allude to the natural impulses of the 
heart, unless in a tone of mockery ?-— What is* 
there to deride in the sensibility of boy and 
girlhood? — Youth is as inevitably connected 
1;?ith such emotions as spring with flowers and 

d3 
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sunshine ; — and although we might despise ihe 
man — ihe foll-growu, — - fuU-miuded, — dry, — 
hard; — rational,-7-debating, — ^legislating,-rcal* 
culating man^ who preferred a trumpery violet 
to an oak tree capable of being sold at so much 
per foot, — surely we may allow a moment—* 
(the world will take care that it does not last 
too long) — for the indulgence of natural feelings, 
and the unchecked delusions of the soul ? '' 

*' You are the last person in the world," 
cried Lady Rawleigh, " from whom I should 
have expected a tirade in praise of sensibility." 

''Because the world, — I thank its tender 
mercies,— -has clad me in complete steel against 
any relapse of the disorder. — ^Besides it is a 
distemper of extreme youth, and would as ill- 
become me now as the chincough. Still, al- 
though I am not at all ashamed to avow that I 
have passe par la, do not imagine, my gentle 
coz., that I ever condescended to perform the 
part of a Lydia Languish, or to amuse myself 
with sighing away my sorrows on the banks of 
the Amo. I only wish to forewarn you that I 
entered upon life unguarded by any precocious 
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phflosbphy ; — ^that I was jast as well inclined to 
believe that * words were things/ — that thosewho 
Spoke me fairly meant me kindly, — ^that there 
was warmth in the sunshine and safety on the 
wave, — as any other young lady of my age, who 
is subjected to hear herself assured, at all hours, 
in all languages, that she is an angel ; and to 
feid her every action and thought regarded with 
admiration by a doating father. I was neither 
quite a fool nor quite an ignoramus, it is true ; 
but my studies at Twickenham had been wholly 
literary, — I knew nothing of the world, and fan- 
died I knew wonders ; — in short, my dear Fre- 
derica, I was as promising a subject for a dupe, 
as Moses Primrose or Wilhelm Meister." 

^' But surely you were not left wholly to your 
own gtddance ; — surely you were not allowed at 
'sweet seventeen* to do the honours of the em- 
bassy?** 

*' Not precisely. — There was a Mrs. Mansel, 
a sort of demi-semi dame de compagnie, the 
widow of an officer, who, at my father's desire, 
bad accompanied me from England ; and who, 
by Lady Derenzy's discernment had been se- 
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lectedfor the office from her gentleinanity of mind 
and body, in order to prevent her from becoming 
a dangerous companion — ^not to me — but to my 
father. And yet Lord Offaley, as you have 
probably heard, was a man of highly cultivated 
mind, absorbed by his public duties and ab- 
struse studies, who was very unlikely to have 
fallen in love with any thing less ethereal than 
Carlo X>olce's representation of LaPoesia; — 
and who did not even apply his observation to 
sublunary things sufficiently to perceive that 
his daughter was full fathom-five in love, — and 
that Mrs, Mansel was looking on with as>ague 
and incurious an eye as if she had been only 
a painted emblem of a duenna ! " 

" In love I " reiterated Frederica. . '* Now 
your narrative begins indeed to overstep the 
modesty of the 'white-frock days.' The ro- 
mance of your history began betimes/* — 

'' So it should ever do, that it may end before 
the commencement of the matter-of-fact busi- 
ness of life. But guess, Frederica, — and save 
me the labour of an attempt at a blush^— guess 
the name of its hero V\ 



''How can I possibly cohjectnre by what con- 
jiiQetionof i 



Syllables that breathe of the sweet south, 



t i 



your Tuscan adorer was distinguished; — ^B6r- 
ghese, Belgiojoso, Bretadignelli — /* * '^ 

'' Pshaw !--do you really sui)p6se' me so 
xnissish as to be captivated by nothing beneath 
a principality ?— Wo, — With all the charm thaft 
Italy assumed in my eyes, it was the land, and 
not the dwellers on it, which mored my predi- 
lection. No woman of feeling and delicacy, 
admitted as I was behind the curtain of the 
menage in their villas and palaces, would en- 
dure the thought of siniilar domestication." 

'' I have always heard that there was a great 
deal of penury and filth hid under the super- 
ficial splendour of those foreign magnats,*' said 
the literal Frederica. 

'' Mental penury, and moral filth, — ^the worst 
of social evils ! But not to digress into a dis- 
sertation on the manners and customs of the 
Italians, or rather to return to my own which 
are of course far more important in my eyes, 
know that even then I held the opinion I have 
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never since resided, that a well-educated Eng- 
lish gentleman is the most refined and accom- 
plished of the male creation. — ^This doctrine, 
Frederica, is general and comprehensive: — ^its 
peculiar example was embodied in [the person 
of your friend — ^* 

" Lord Calder ! '* exclaimed Lady Rawleigh, 
her eyes sparkling with detection of the mys- 
tery. " I thought so ! '* 

*' Not quite, but & pen pris ! — ^I should have 
said your friend's friend— his double-^'* ' 

" Not that odious, hypocritical Mr. Vaux ! " 
again interrupted Frederica. 

" Not the hypocritical Mr. Vaux, certainly, 
but his precursor; — ^the boy who was father to 
the man! — The stripling of five-and-twenty 
and the polished man of the world at forty-and- 
one, are two very different beings.** 

" Not in every instance, I trust,*' observed 
Frederica, in a low tone. '^ I should grieve to 
think that sixteen years hence Rawleigh would 
become so strangely altered.** 

" Brooke Rawleigh at forty — ^fifty — a hund* 
red-and-one if you please, will always remain 
the same excellent straight-forward personage 
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he is to-day; — ^but he runs no danger of becomr 
ing a man of the world! When Mr. Vauz 
visited Florence, he had just left Oxford, having 
distinguished himself sufficiently to render his 
name known to my father^ — and was proceed- 
ing on the grand tour under the combined ad- 
vantages of a good person, good abilities, good 
fortune, and good introductions'; but the charms 
he soon discovered in Florence, or, to speak it 
without affisctation, in the smiles of Lady Sophia 
Rhyse, and the society of Lord Offaley, induced 
him to anchor himself in the Amo for the re- 
mainder of the winter. To my father, indeed, 
he was a great acquisition. Our secretary was 
a piece of estimable diplomatic lumber; — a thing 
wound up to go through its accustomed duties 
without demur or delay, or an idea of its own ; 
and our attaches were a tribe of school-boy 
honourables, who fortunately made their way 
too well in the households of the foreign mag* 
nats we were talking of, to inflict their nothing- 
ness upon ours. Mr. Vaux, meanwhile, was 
unexceptionable in his address, — ^a young man 
of cultivated mind and manners; — graceful. 
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insiauating, and. although courted ia the best \ 
society, of the place, always to be found at the 

embassy." 

*' Or as you observed just now — (to speak it ' 
without affectation)— always at the feet of Lady 
Sophia. Rhyse/' 

" Ziike other anticipators, you invariably over- 
shoot the mark ! — ^Be was not at my feet, — and 
was even especially cautious not to jdace him« 
self there ; but he was constantly by my side, 
and had every excuse for the propinquity; being 
incessantly invited by my father, — incessantly 
wdcomed by myself. Mrs. Mansel was my 
constant companion ; but her presence, whe* 
ther ghostly or bodily, formed no restraint on 
our intercourse. In my box at the Opera she 
sat with her glassy eyes riveted on the 104th 
representation of the Tancredi, with the same 
vague immobility it had elicited on its first 
night ; and in our walks and drives never could 
I perceive that she saw or heard more of our . 
proceedings than the idle wind which passed 
us. by. Meanwhile, those proceedings were 
fraught with peril to one at least of the party. 
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F#ed«rick Vaioc and I were sharing together 
thart- betdldmng dream of first attachment ' 
which leaves the remainder of life a blank. 
Without distinctly uttering the words ' I love/ 
there was nothing hut love in all our ai^uments> 
— our meetings and parting, — our disagreements 
and reconciliations,— our thoughts and looks.'' 

"And what then prevented the utterance of 
that ^ open Sesame ' of the heart, which would ^ 
have consecrated such looks and thoughts?" 

/' At that period I never paused to inquire; 
I knew that after llie fashion of English woo- 
ings, marriage is preceded by conrt8hip,-court. 
ship by an unacknowledged probation of love> 
— and I found its doubts and fears and sub- 
limities far too delightful to be anxious for the 
abridgment of this first stage of exquisite pur- 
gatory ; or, to own the truth, I never reflected' 
at all on the subject. In Vaux's absence, I 
thought only of the moment of meeting him" 
again ; and when he urns again by my side, I 
knew and felt nothing but that I was the hap- 
piest Creature in the worid! — ^No! it is not in' 
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words to define a more exclusive devotioh than 

mine to that selfish^ heartless xtaaa ! ^' 

. Lady S(^hia paused for a moment^ as if ab^ 

sorbed by her ovra recollections; baton per- 

oeiiring an air of sympathy M Lady Rawleigh^s 

countenance^ she suddenly resumed her natural 

animation. 

*' Well, Frederica,— not to waste too much 
pathos on a sterile subject, — ^this same delight* 
fill winter passed rapidly away; my father, 
whose habits were those of the most splendid 
profusion, upheld the dignity of the embassy 
by a series of princely entertainments, at which 
Vaux was considered less as a gueist than as a 
child of the house ; and although I experienced 
the contrariety of opening our weekly balH with 
some man of higher distinction, I was sure to 
find him at the breakiast*4able on the following 
morning, discussing Greek epigrams with - Lord 
Offaley till poor Mansel's eyes expanded be- 
y(md the dimensions of the teacups over which 
she was presiding. And yet the winter ex- 
pired without any better understanding amcmg 
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vs^'^-'Inakead of departii^ for Rome and Naples, 
as he had originally projected, Mr. Vaux satis* 
fie4 himself with a six weeks' visit to the baths 
at Lupcai during which period a miserable ya* 
cuum was > perceptible to the mind of his excel* 
Jency, and the heart of his exoell^DLcy's 
daughter; and when on his return he was inr* 
^ted to pass the autumn at our delicious ca» 
sino, I know not which appeared the hc^piest 
of the three. I will spare you, however, the 
twilight and the moonlight, the Amo, the 
orange-blossoms, the vintage, and all the po^ 
eticisms of the case ; and acknowledge that 
when we settled once more in the city for the 
vrinter xnonths, even I had begun to think it 
strange that Mv* Vaux was not yet my declared 
lover.*' 

'rP.erhapB his circumstsances*^" 
' "Exactly so ! — I had somehow or other dis- 
covered that his estate amounted to no more 
than fifteen hundred a-year; — ^my father's, I 
knew, was estimated at as many thousands ;-*-« 
and in my ignorance of the world, I settled it 
with myself that Vaux had not courage to ten- 
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der so pooo: a pittance to the. heiress of Lordb 
Offaley. From that mooient my pride repressed 
the professions of disinterested imworldliness I 
had been accustomed to utter in his presence j 
—I jthought every declaration of humility ap- 
peared like meeting his scruples half way. 
Spmetimes^ indeed, he seemed on the p<Hnt of 
OY^rQQWDg them without any such encourage<^ 
ment; when just as myihour of hap|»ness was 
approaching,^ the fatesi decreed that a Lord EIr 
lersby and a Mr.Dynley should make their 
entrance on the scene.". ..... - 

". The present. Lord 'Lawford, and Lady Baiy 
bara's husband? " . '- *. 

" Precisely !— Lord EUersby : was: a good*' 
natured fashionable young man^' who travelled' 
to get rid of himself or his time, and thought! 
both one and the other as well bestowed on the; 
ambassador's daughter as on the Yenus of the' 
Tribune; while Mr. Dynley,, as a- species of 
gentlemanly toady, fancied he escaped thei 
chaise of hanging on and tuft4iuiitiiig, because, 
he concealed his meanness under a bragga^ 
docio air, and had courage to say insolent things 



^ (ike I iiHan > irfaosei table and carri^e he Uid 
linder ooaitiibution* He was, iii&ct^ithe dam^ 
(fynieaiy overbearingly isupetciUoiis person you see 
bim R(K7; but unfortunately be had another 
qaalifieation^-^he was Vatix's OxfoM arid' Eton 
friend !-i^From /the first day of his appedrance 
at the. embassy, where by the way he 
was warmly welcomed in this latter capach^ 
1^ my father, I conceived an insmrmbuntabte 
prejudice s^ainst him. Vaux^ in our villeggia^ 
turm season, had taught me Gerinan,—^in return 
for which I bestowed the name of Mephlsto- 
philes <m his bosom friend ; a piece of flippancy 
which, with the genuine treachery of his sex 
he communicated to Dynley, and our dislike 
became reciprocal. Had Rawleigh a Pylades, 
Frederica? — if so, you are probably aware of 
the danger of making an enemy of one's lover's 
bosom friend.'* 

*' Mrs. Martha Derenzy was Sir Brooke's 
Patroclus," said her companion ; '^ and we be- 
gan, and have continued a system of mutual 
regard." 
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" Poor old soul ! — ^there is no more malice ill 
her bosom than in a buttered muffin/' 

^ I can imc^ine, however, that there was not a 
similar defidency in the heart of that hideoud 
Mr. Dynlcy.'* 

*^ And yet, with all his courteous hatred of 
me, he could not manage to prevent Lord 
EUersby from — ^but hark ! — ^I hear General 
Lee's step in the other room. — ^You must sus- 
pend your curiosity till to-morrow." 

" Not if you will come and take a drive with 
n^e to Colvile's." 

" You know we are engaged to ride together 
at five ; and I do not like to leave the General 
alone for so many hours." 

Frederica recollected with regret her for- 
mer ungenerous suspicions on that very point. 

" But you will promise me the remainder of 
your Life and Times during our ride ? " 

" On no account ! I do not like your brother 
half well enough to improve his young mind at 
my own expense. But if you will let me off the 
riding party, for which I am not quite in spirits, 
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I will call for you this eveuing when the g^ieral 
goes to his club ; — I have the D uke of Draxfield's 
box for Drury-lane; and we will finish our 
commerage in a t6te-a-t6te. Where are you 
going to-night V^ 

" Only to the Gu^m^nees ; — ^we can be home 
to dress by eleven, which will suit me perfectly/' 
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CHAPTEll IV. 



Heaven, when it strives to polish all it can 
Its last best work, but forms a softer man ; 
Picks from each sex to make the favourite blest. 
Your love of pleasure, our desire of rest ; 
Blends in exception to all general rules. 
Your taste for follies, with our scorn of fools ; 
Reserve with frankness, art with truth allied,-— 
Courage with softness, modesty witli pride. 
Fixed principles with fancy ever new. — 

POPE. 

" I HAVE been quite tired out this morning 
by Lexley and his legislative crew ;'' observed 
Sir Brooke Rawleigh, as he pledged Frederica 
in a glass of sherry soon after the commence- 
ment of dinner. "He is such an unmerciful 
magnifier of atoms, such an umpire of the frogs 
and mice, such an emphasizer upon nothings, 



that one loses one's time and patience in his 
service. I think I shall skip the house to^. 
lught, and pass a quiet evening with you in 
Charles-street,'* 

*' You offer me a strong temptation to break- 
through my engagements," replied his wife 
reddening to the temples: *' but I have pro- 
mised to accompany Lady Sophia to the play* 
She is to call for me with the General about 
eight. Perhaps," continued Frederica, with 
a conscious look, for she really wished to enjoy 
a t6te-^-t6te with her friend ; " perhaps you 
would like to accompany us ? — ^We have the 
Duke of l)raxfield's bo3u'' 

But Sir Brooke, vexed to find his little do^ 
mestic project thus provokingly forestalled, now 
took it into his head to be affronted that the 
scheme was only thus casually unfolded to him, 
^* I am obliged to you," he replied, somewhat 
drily, /' but I should think that General Lee^ 
Lady Sophia, and yourself, like John Gilpin's 
fimily — ' would fill the chaise ;' — and it would 
not suit me like the doughty draper to ' ride 
u-horseback after ye.' '* 

VOL, iii« B 
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*' But you could find your way to us," said 
J^j Rawkigh, coldly. 

"No!— on the whole it would suit me 
better to find my way to the Alfred. I am a 
week in arrear with the newspapers ;--^and from 
Albemarle^treet . I can look in for the close of 
the debate, and save my character." 
. *' Aa. you please. — ^There is nothiz^ very pro- 
mising at I>rury-laae; and you might pos- 
sibly have been bored/' 

" Who have you of your party ?" inquired Sir 
Brooke, carelessly helping himself to a cutle^ 
although his plate was already fully supplied;. 

" Not a soul! — Lady Sophia and I have 
made an agreement to be quite alone^ that we 
may decide the mighty, matter of our dresses 
for Calder House." 

Sir Brooke now appesu*ed more at his ease, 
and despatched his double portiou of cutlets 
without much effort. Before dessert was placed 
on the table. Lady Sophia waa azmDunced to 
be in waiting; and Frederica in her simple 
morning dress was immtediately handed to the 
carriage by her husband* After depositing 



PIN MONET. 75 

General Lee at his club, they proceeded to the 
theatre; and were no sootier comfortably iiH 
stalled in their arm-chair^ beyond reach of inter* 
ruction from the unmeaning melo-^rama which 
was proceeding on the stage, than Lady Raw* 
leigh claimed the promise of her friend to comr^ 
plete her narrative. 

^ ' Shall I go on ?' as Yorick says. Do 
you know that the routine of dinner and 
dressing have reduced me to such a conveik* 
tionalized mood, that I am positiyely ashamed 
of my own egotism in commencing the task. 
Who, in their sober senses, can suppose their 
personal reminiscences interesting to any other 
living bemg?" — 

" How ! — ^You who lived for years within 
chime of the Twickenham ring of bells concent 
ing ' Strawberry Horace,' can you be igno- 
rant of Walpole's aphorism, that every man 
who will take the trouble of describing in 
simple language the scenes of which he has 
been a spectator, caii afford an instructive and 
amusing narrative V* 

^ A man, perhaps, — ^whose life is animated 

e2 
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by action ! — But a woman^s existence consists 
lA her feelings, — and mere feelings are too indi* 
vidual and too selfish to excite much sym-^ 
pathy. Between yours ai^d mine, however, my 
aear Firederica, there ia sufficient analogy tq 

bespeak some interest ; and I will therefore 

. ■ ■ ■ ■ I 

trust to yqur probity that you- have not, par, 
complaisance, invited me into details which you 
do not care to hear.— Where was I ? — In muqh 
love, alid much perplexity, if I recollect."—- 
; " You had brought Mr. Dynley and Lord 
^lersby to Florence ; and had given me reason 
to prognosticate an adorer in the one and enemy 
in the other.'* 

" Well recollected, Fred. ! — ^yoi^ really enr 
courage me to proceed: — ^you were not half so 
nearly asleep this morning as I conjectured,'* 
- *' Nor t/ou so much in, earnest ! — ^fpr I^ ^as 
induced to believe your attachment to Mr. 
Vaux a serious affair j — and yet you now allude 

to it with levity !" 

" Do I V said Lady Sophia, with an irre- 
pressible shudder. " Then my words belie my 
feielings; for during t^en long desolate years 
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tliat mail and his sliallow tresicKery preyed up6ti 
my heart ! t caiinot tell you, Frederica, with whdi 
surprise, what bewilderment, what gradudliy^ 
awakeiung anguish, I perceived how poiutediy. 
tie withdrew his attentions in order to make Way 
for ihose ot Lord Elkrshy, and how plaiiilj^ 
he evinced his desire that I should become "the 
wife of juiother! — 1 had no advisers ;—Mrs; 
Mansel was a goose;— my father would pro^ 
bably have :followed up my confidences on siiicii 
a subject by offering to countersign Mr* Vaux*a 
passport for the pursuance of his southern tour j 
4nd young as I was, I should have shrunk 
from taking counsel with the married w(Hneii 

by whom I was surrounded, whose practice 

' '■ ' 1 ■■ . ' > ' .. , 

afforded so vile a sample of their principles. 

Clearsighted enough in their case, the conduct 

ofMr.Vaux fairly baflSed my penetration. I 

was convinced that previous to Dynley*s arriviatl 

the sincerity of his attachment had equalled its 

tenderness; and I now began to imagine thai 

the libertine example of his friend alone dis* 

£Osed him against the restraints of a married. 

» ■ . 

life. Sometimes, too, I fancied that the deli'^ 
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eacy of his scruples forbade hitii to intei*pose 
]liB personal influence between the brilliant pros- 
pects afforded me by an union with Lord £1- 
lereby." 

^^ You believed him^ in short, as honest and 
disinterested as yourself/' — 

** Disinterested I truly was, — ^but in point of 
honesty, I can say little in my own praise ; for 
the result of my cogitations was a resolution-^ 
fl genuine feminine resolution — ^to quicken the 
pulse of Vaux^s diminished passion by a little 
jealousy. Having satisfied my conscience by a 
s&lf-adsurance that the noble tourist was afflicted 
with a ifieasure of sensibility exactly comment 
surate with that of a Colchester oyster, and thai 
he devoted his homs^e to me only because I 
happened to be the finest lady in Florence, I 
commenced a violent flirtation with hitn ; and 
promoted him to all the distinctions of com« 
panionship in riding, dancing, singing, and con- 
versing, which I had formerly bestowed on' the 
recreant scholar of the artful Dynky* Je fC%f 
gagnois pai l-^hord Lawford is your cotintry 
n^ghbour, and you can therefore appreciate hid 
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soerits as a partner wd a companion ; ami Fre*> 
derick; instead of being excited to any thing 
UkB a jealous rivalsbip^ retreated further and 
further from the scene of action. I yawned i?ith 
Bay new lover in the foreground, while he sighed 
4)stentatiously in the distance/' 
. '^AndDynley?" 

** — Sneered to his heart's content at all three ! 
-irll^or was this the worst part of the affair. The 
Yiplent flirtation was as miscalculated as it was 
imfeeling on my own part ; — I ought not to have 
done more than coquet with my automaton of a 
k^verpvby overacting my manceuvre, I rendered 
it wors^ than useless. Poor Lord EUersby, de^ 
chived by the encouragement of my smiles^ 
I^astened to, offer his proposals to my father ; 
9fid Que fiiie morning when I went to make my 
d^y salutations to Lord Offaley, I foimd him 
ill his ilibrary, making calculations on the back 
of a letter, and looking at once pleased and 
iQQrtiiied^ He congratulated me on having se* 
cured. so respectable and brilliant a position 
a^ that of Countess of Lawfbrd; even while 
W. air . of vexation clouded his brow at .tibe 



^KDsptet ty(. jcoosigmng iA^ darling, duki to tilb 

fwaaas o£«:hlockheadJ'* • . ,,-. ,' ...^ 

;^'.^Larfl Offideydid not dien so tufuchas^n^ 
msti jto.the possibility of rejectiou ?"-r* 
I '^^ Ho(w should he ?-*^e had seen m^welooml^ 
with .the utmost emirtesy those fukome attenr- 
tioaB which I now assured ; IniE^ were revblt- 
iag io .me :-^had 4ieen me court the declaration 
X was opiow half indioed to resentiab an insultP 
*^ i^Aod of xourse i^oached^yoa with* yoiir 
ITOTions iiypoerisy ? 'f . 

i j^^fiKo^Wmydear &ther could see or imstgidb 
no iault Ui his daughter half bo heinous^ He 
^nceived my inconsistency to arise at wc^rst 
from the inherent caprice of my sex; and as 
^tteh^ reproved it with all the forbearing gentle* 
ness of his nature* Having listened with ps^ 
tience to my i*equest that he would- immediately 
and definitively dedine the overtures of my uiw 
fortunate dupe^ he added> ^The circumstances 
being now at an end> Sophy, which could afford 
mndue importance in your eyes to such a piece of 
intelligence, — ^since you have absolutely re^ 
fused an offer which would have secured yonf 



Sviiaae ndependenoey^-^I timik it right, mj Am 
child, to apprize you that nxy brother neoessaip^ 
iaherit8, with my titk, aU my entailed estate^; 
— that my expeiraes throng life hare xador^ 
nately equalled my income ; and that, — ^uDJess a^ 
pndicmgatioii 6f my appointment here should eor^ 
aUe me to appropriate a fund to your futurt 
hewitity your mother's fortune of ten tboust^td 
pounds is all I shall be aUe to bequeath 'yotb* 
Xet not, however, this limited portion influence 
your views in the choice of an alliance* Should 
I die to-morrow, my dearest Sophia would not 
be left destitute: — my sister Detetay haj 
solemnly engaged to afford her the protection (^ 
a comfortable home/' 

'^'Such, then, after all, was the paltry-««thc? 
degrading motive of Mrl Vaux's reservb !** - 
7 : ** Alas ! alas ! Frederica !-^judge what teari 
of'bittertiess enlightenment on such a ^oint 
must hxve wrung ttota my heart ! — ^1 grieve td' 
fecolleet that my sudden burst of s6rrow wkei 
attoibuted by- my poor father to disple^Ute t^ 
his thoughtless improvidence, rather than t6i 
painful sense of my owtt 4iumiliati6h ; n6r cblilct 

E 3 
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I undeceive him by a frank t^prese&tation of 
th^ conflict in my heart My simple assurances 
jliBiffiGed to remove his unpleaisant impression,-*-^ 
fto pei^bnis of a generous mind are always sus- 
6dpli\A^ of a g^erous interpretation of the views. 
of otheiv ; but as I was leaving the room to con^ 
6eal in HoUtude my wounded feelings and swol* 
tett €yed> he abHiptly x^alled aie* **One morft 
word on this unsatisfac^ry subject, Sophia,'' 
said he, '^ before we dismiss it for ever. I trust 
I Itave no reason for appndiending that any 
oilier attachment — that your intimacy with Mi:. 
Vaux^— -has influenced your determination 
against Lord Ellersby ? " 

" My dear father/' I replied, evasively and 
with a beating heart, ''surely you must have no- 
ticed that since his lordship's arrival Mr. Vaux 
has been wholly engrossed by his old friend, 
Mr. Dynley ; — that of all the young men who 
frequent the embassy, no one pays me &o little 
attrition ; and that his attraction to this house 
lies exclusively in your society and convene* 
tion?" 
'^ So I have always thought, or I should have 
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lieen more scrupulous in encouraging him by 
6uch frequent invitations," said Lord Ofialey, 
tranquilly resuming his official pen* ^* Mr. 
Vaux is a young man of great abilities; and 
may^ if he chooses, win his way to some dis- 
tinction. But were his birth and fortune thrice 
as attractive as those of poor Ellersby, I should 
not experience the sUghtest hesitation in ad- 
dressing to him the refusal I am at this mcunent 
about to write. Vaux is one of the last men 
in the world to whom I would confide the hap- 
piness of a beloved child'— Frederica ! — what 
do I deserve for having trifled with the cre- 
dulity of so good — so kind a father ?" 

'' I know not what punishment to award 
you; but I conceive that a penance for your 
inns was very amply supplied in the infatuation 
of your attachment" 

^* You are right i-^urrounded by all that 
ihe world calls prosperity, — ^by a splendid est&i- 
blishmenty brilliant position, imiversal &vour> 
and above all by the doting tenderness of Lord 
Offaley,my life was in reality a life of penance* 
I was beginning to feel debased in my own 
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f yes y — I was'b^ginDmg to experience tlmt ish 
4eBcnbable 8eU*-recoil of uurequited affectioD^ 
.irhicli tumfi the spring of nature from milk to 
gall; and. eats into tbe innermost depths of a 
repining heartu Aniid all the devoted achnirers 
by yvhich my Bteps were followed^ I s^w but 
the one missing truant ; amid all the conflicting 
pleasures and interests of lile^ I recognised only 
those which involved the destiny of Frederick^ 
•—of that Frederick by whom I was tacitly re- 
jected," 

/'J\.udLojdElleisby?'V 

; ^5--^uitied Florence on the following day> 
with a. justly resentful notion that he had been 
exceedingly ill-used* His absence, as you may 
im^agine, was a considerable relief to my feel- 
ingS| and the more bo that it necessitated 
Mr. Dynley's departure. Already I hegajk to 
flatter myself that perhaps old times might be 
renewed, — that Vaux, estranged from his evil 
influence and evil example, might renounce his 
lYorldly wisdom in my favour; but, alas! — ^I 
poon recognised my error* They went not 
alone ; — Frederick had been persuaded to join 



their journey toNapks ;-**and ITiad Ae satlg**- 
faction' of -knowings in my deserted and deN 
folate soUtudevthat two at least of the party 
would enliven r their tour by railing against the 
«aprio8^ and insolence, and all the other faultd> 
hoth^eal and imaginary, of the presumptuous 
JUtdy Sophia Rhyse*" 

, <^ And thia vexation you had to undergo un- 
supported by the counsels or sympathy of a 
single friend P' 

'^ I cannot boast that my fortitude sustained 
the trial with very exemplary patience. I be- 
came peeriidi and capricious in good earnest ; 
Mnu Mansel was secretly convinced that my 
temper. was utterly ruined; and my father 
openly confessed his apprehensions that my 
liealth was gone for ever. I have little doubt 
that my fair rivals of Florence formed the same 
opinion touching my beauty, although it was 
too careftilly guarded to reach my ears ;— for 
to say the truth I was seriously ill, and my 
feebleness and wasted figure bore witness to 
the fact# Had I fallen in love and out of health 
in England, I should of course have been de- 
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latched to Italy ftHrdeatli or recoTeiy^ 
Italy, they could recommend ma nothing better 
than '' to try my natal air;'' or, kk other words, 
return to England, and rescue the physician of 
the Embassy from the tedious duty of watching 
oyer my slow extinction. To England, in short, 
we caihe ; and had it not been for the morbid 
ahd perverse tenacity with which young ladies 
of eighteen cling to what is called a first attach- 
ment, even I might have learned to reconcile 
my admiration for the character of a British 
gentleman, with a discovery that Mr. VauX 
presented by no means so exclusive a personal 
copy of the Apollo animated by the philosophy 
of Bacon, and the wit of Swift, as I had taught 
myself to fancy. In the elevated society to 
which I was now introduced by my father's 
rank and popularity, I met with half-a-doien, 
— ^with twenty men, — far more deserving my 
regard by their talents and accbmplishments, 
and in more than one instaftce by their pro- 
ference to myself. But I was obstinatdy b^it 
on being a fool ; — piqued myself on proving as 
constant as Juliet,' — and was almost disap* 
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poinied lo &id, that instead of pining aw&jr 
11^ die tomb of all tlie O&leys^ I gradually 
xeooT^red my a{>petite>— •res(;,---good4oaks,^-aU 
but my pristine indifference: till my fiither 
satisfied to see his dear Sophia resume her 
health and cheerfulness, quite foi^ve her ob* 
stiiiaoy in refusing two or three as auspicious 
alliances as ever courted the caprice of a co^ 
quette.^ 

^I have heard that, among others, Lord 
Axeter and the Duke of Whitehaven were at 
one time at your feet'' 

^' I i^cognise Lady Derenzy's gossipping 
genius in the statement! — But n'wiporte! — I 
did, not allow them to remain there long.'' 

*' And how kmg did you linger in this won- 
derfelly efficacious ' natal air ? "' 

^ A year — or more, — ^long enough to be hear* 
tily tired of it and of myself. My father, belie v* 
ing that my indisposition must have arisen from 
the climate of Tuscany, had sent in his resigna* 
tion soon after our arrival in Englcmd ; but not^ 
as it turned out, to his own disadvantage. It 
chanced tiiat during our stay in the land of 
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parliaments and pugilism, a molten calf of tuor 
own kindred was set up in Bowning-street, who 
was sufficiently obliging to nominate his cousin^ 
the Earl of Offaley, to the Austrian mission; 
and when we quitted England again, it was to 
exchange the banks of the Amo for those of 
the Danube* Any prospect of novelty de-* 
lighted me ; but guess what were my feelings 
when, as we were dining, a few nights previous . 
to our departure, with the foreign secretary, a 
yoimg Bohemian nobleman invited to meet u& 
as being just arrived from Vienna, observed 
' And you will find several of your own country- 
men settled there for the winter; among others 
a Milor Dinli, and a Milor Vows/ '* 

^' Mr. Dynley, and Mr. Vaux ? ^' 

*' 'Exactly ! — Mr. Dynley has arranged him* 
self in the menage of my relative Prince Zi- 
brinczki, — Or of Madame son epouse; which is 
nearly the same thing. ' 

''*That ugly dog!— I should' have thought 
him the last man on earth to captivate a woman 
oiP gallantry,* said our official cousin/ 

*' 'Ah!' cried the young Bohemian, laugh- 



. . ■ • ^ • . 
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ing, ' it is so difficultfdr men to judge the attract 
tions of their own sex 1 Dinli is trh bizarre, — ^ 
-ce qu^on appeJle en Angleterre ^\ott^^ — ^^ t^ma^^ 
rW^e/'— and the princesalik^sliim either for his 
satirical originality^—- or as some ladies choose 
iheir l9|)dogs,— for his hideou^ness/ 

** ' And his friend ?— young Vaux, I grant you 
is' a goodlooking fellow; and quite calculated 
for conquest* Surely prince, you mu^t ^rnean 
Mr. Vaux, as tlie heros ct bonnes fortune^?' per* 
lasted my lord the secretary.* . 

^' ' Ah— no !— on the contrary, Milor VowE 
is any thing hut a lady-killer— quite an ancho* 
jrite,— a philosophec by comparison. He lives 
indeed, with the Zibrinczkis as . familiarly as 
his. friend; for it appears his lousiness in the 
diama to divert the prince's attention by prosing 
-about English horses and English agriculture^, 
^my purblind cousin's darling hobbies) — ^while 
Dinli spouts Rousseau with Madame la prin«» 



cesse*'^ 



*' Here was a noble occupation for the idol of 
kny heart !-*-At least it gave me the pleasure of 
idespising him: and when we arrived at our 
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s|dendid hotel on the Wohlgraben, and aaceii* 
tained the exelct accuracy of the intelligence I 
had received respecting these estimable gentle^ 
men^ it imparted to my heart all the courage 
I i?anted^ in order to receive th«n at the em- 
bassy with .the most repellent .reserve. To 
I>^eyy I was as chillii^ as a grand duche&s; 
to his friend I was still worsey— easily and 
calmly contemptuous. It was now my turn to 
triumph.'' 

^' And I trust you did not allow it to escape 
unimproved, or you were less than true to the 
cause of your sex ! " cried Frederica. 

'' Alas !— rl was only too true to its weakness^ 
I so absurdly exaggerated mypart, tind ma^i* 
naged to overwhelm the offender by ^&ch aa 
excess of scornful insolence, thai I act only 
drew down the reprehensicm of my fidher fbr" 
my want of courtesy towards one of his favou]>- 
ite guests, but enlisted mnf ownsympathy in his 
behalf. Many persons of the high society of 
Vienxm, who had waited for my example to 
form their opinion of my two icoimtrymeii, and 
who conceived ^from my demeanour towards 
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Mr* Yauz that he was little better than aa 
adventurer, now hastened to emulate my tone 
of di6dam;ai|d we had not been established 
many weelm, before his position^ whiph was so 
flattering and agreeable pirevious to my inop- 
portune anival, became wholly reversed. He 
fi^ond himself travelling to Coventry by easy 
stipes;, and seemed to relish the journey aa 
little.aa possible*" 

« Delightful 1 — just as it should be ! '* 
^ Ddightful^-rbut just as it oughi>not to have 
been lor the furtherance of my own interests^ 
By using the man ill and following up a sy&« 
tem of < pett?f revenge, I placed myself in the 
wrong, and gave him an undue advantage* 
And thia would have been of trifling importance 
had I leally acquired the indiflerence of whioh 
I flattered mysdf; but having absolutely suo« 
ceeded in injuring Frederick Vaux, and in re* 
duc&ng him below his just level in the opmion 
of sottiety^ X discovered by my self-upbraidix^ 
and sympathy with his. mortification, — ^that X 
was nearly as much in love as ever I " 
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^' At* least I trust you did not allow the trcd- 
tor to participate in your discovety 7*^ ' *' 

• ^' And do you suppose, my very dearest £ady 
Rawleigh, that any woman on earth, under 
such circumstances, is capable of concealing 
them from the person most interested to detect 
lier weakness?— At least I flattered uiysetf 
that my secret was safe j that my demieanotir 
to Vaux and Dynley was unexceptionable, and 
only indicative of my contempt <>f their manoeu- 
vres in the Zibrinczki menage ;— and' I pursued! 
my routine of carnival gaieties,— bf balls,**-^ 
masquerades, — carousels, — sledge-parties,— ta«- 
bleaux, and proverbs, — with the most popular 
grace and dignity, and a persuasion that tlbe trea** 
cherous Frederick rated himself as the last person 
in Vienna in the estimation of the ambassaddr^s 
daughter. But the enemy had better intelir 
gence ! — He soon discovered that his happmess 
was indispensable to my own: and by assum* 
ing the misanthropic despondency of an ill-used 
and miserable man, contrived to establish him-^ 
self on more than his former footing of favour 
at the embassy." 
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'* And Dynley ?— njicl he ^ai^ctipn si^qh a 
relapse on the part of his friend ? " 

/* Ijt peyer. would have occurred, but tha^ my 
enem^ h^d been recalled to England , by tha 
sudden death of the uncle from whom he ii^* 
l\eritshis fprtune* Vainly did Princess Zibrinczki. 
implore him tc^ lessen the agpny of their eterr\aV 
separation by the delay of a few months — o. feyr. 
^eeks-T-a few days. The connexion had b^et^ 
one of mere selfish convenience on his part: 
£aid now ^at the necessity was pxer^ he tool^ 
no further pains to disguise the fact. On the 
Continent; people have more politeness even in 
their perfidies ; — mea who are not ashamed to 
be tnutprs, would blush to exhibit tliemselves 
as brutes;. and su^h was the indignation ex- 
ctte4 in tl^e best circles of Vienna by the CQn-» 
duct of Milor Dinli to the Princess, that his^ 
friend (who by the way he discarded, on his 
accession of fortune, almost as cavalierly as hi» 
l^ye-love) would certainly have found it ne- 
cessary.to take his leave of that stage^ had he 
Uot foi{n4 shelter under the renewed protection 
of the infatuated Sophia Rhyse, and in the 
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most yehement and vociferous disavowal of liis 
quondam protector. He amused himself m 
sharing the indignation and vows of vengeance 
of the Zibrinczki^ and the smiles and sighs of 
Lord OiFaley's daughter.*' 

*' I cannot but fancy you arc calumniating 
yourself/' cried Frederica. ** It seems to me 
hnpossible that at any period of your life you 
should have been so deficient in proper spirit.'* 

*^ So fully can I enter into yoor contempt of 
my weakness/' continued Lady Sof^a^ " that 
I dare not and will not hint to you the length 
of time my blindness was destined to endara* 
I have some consolation in hoping that fmn 
first to last my infatuation remaiinod unsuspected 
by the world in general. My father imagined 
my determined predilection for a single life to 
proceed from some giriish partiality contracted 
at Twickenham; and my Vienna frienids attri* 
buted my refusal of several distingui^ed nobles 
of the Austrian court to the narrow prejudices 
of my heretic condition. One perscm, however 
—one only person proved more discriminating ! 
General Lee — ^the feithful and beloved inend of 
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iftiy father; — ^who hiad visited us at Florence^ and 
already directed his attention to Vaux's pro- 
ceedings and my own folly, was disgusted when 
the chances of a summer tour brought him to 
our residence at Neudorf to find the successful 
plotter re-established among us at Vienna. 
From my eaiiiest childhood he had been my 
fervent and partial friend, and was sfillmuch 
toa affectionately disposed towards me to open 
my father's eyes on the subject; — but to myself 
he spoke without reserve/' 

^ * Do not fancy yourself a match, dearest 
Sophy/ said he, to the child of his old friend, 
^ for the cold-blooded worldliness of yonder 
villain. He is deceiving you into a reliance on 
his delicaey and sensibility, only because he 
finds himself elevated in the world by his con- 
nexion with you and yours ; you are lavishing 
the rich, treasure of your affections on an un- 
grateful egotist' 

^ But alas ! even these j udicious warnings were 
given in vain — I still beheld in Vaux the only 
object on earth worthy my interest,-— when a 
few months after the departure of General Lee, 
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an event— a domestic event occurred. — But 
pardon me, dearest Lady Rawleigh; I ha^^ 
not yet attained sufficient courage to talk of my 
father's death as of the ordinary events of life ! 
Suffice it that I lost him — that I was left to the 
moderate inheritance he had announced — that 
Horatio Rhyse's father, an Irish squire, encum- 
bered with debts and children, became Earl of 
Qffiiley — and myself, a repining inmate of that 
most odious mansion at Twickenham*'' 

" Do not distress yourself by entering further 
into those details," said Frederica soothingly, 
when she perceived that her companion was fat 
more agitated than she cared to avow. "Ano- 
ther time—" 

'* No ! — I have nearly concluded— one mor^ 
plunge, and the worst will be over. Lady De- 
renzy was already a widow when I returned to 
her roof; and I soon found reason to acknow-^ 
ledge how much I had been formerly obliged 
to her meek lord's participation in her restless 
despotism, and to the influence of my father's 
importance upon her mind* She was now .a 
thousand-fold more frivolous and vexatious 
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than ever; — livedin aperpetual ferment of finesse 
Tor my matrimonial advancement ; and pa88e4 
l^r days in elegisdng the forfeited honours of 
the Earldom of Lawford and Elvington Park^^ 
ind ' divers other landed estates and landed 
'proprietors, /which might have antecedently 
made my own; — ^as well as in devising further 
schenies of hymeneal speculation. I do assure ^ 
youy— T-Frederica, that the dragons, bonzes, and 
other figurative monsters assembled in the 
Twickenham china gallery, are lovely in com* 
parison with the collection of human horrors 
tendered by Lady Derenzy to my choice. A. 
stranger viewing the masculine moiety of her 
chosen set, might have supposed her a modem 
Grce exercising her spells over a herd of 
brutes.** 

^^ I scarcely dare connect any further inquiry 
with the n^me of Mr. Vaux ?" hesitated Lady 
Rawleigh. 

*' Nor did I. — ^Nor was there any occasion for 
t)ie effort. Having accurately investigated the 
atate of my father's affairs, and ascertained that 
conmion rumour had rightly prc^osticated the 
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limited extent of my inheritance, lie departed 
in i]Hest of eome more wealthy alliance or auspi- 
cious friendship; and when next I saw thia 
fonner object of my idolatry (it was not how* 
ever till five years after I became an orphan) 
Ht. Vaux was enacting the part of double 4o 
Lord GaMer, and of lover to Lord Calder's 
lioentious sister ! Time, however, and the mi- 
nute martyrdom of daily 8i:A>8ervieace to "the 
whims of my arbitrary aunt had somewhat 
tamed down my susceptibility ; and I met him 
at that period with all the real indifference I 
had formerly attempted to assimie. I doubt 
whether he was conscious of the changc^^**-4r 
even cf my presence or -e»6taice: — ^a m^ 
Lady Sophia with ten thousand pounds was to 
him as unimportant as the chair on which she 
was seated.** 

^And General Lee?" siMd Fredericia<-~ 
'* You seem to hesitate in bringing him badk 
upon the scene." 

' *^ I ought not,— :for he vras my only -surviving 
fr^d. Fipm the moment of my arrival in 
England he attached himself to Lady Derei^s 



PIK MOKBY. 99 

society^ watched over my happinecMi, Boothed all 
my petty mortifications; and only waited to 
ascertain that my paltry proriston repelled tbe 
ardour of my former admirers, and anticipated 
'the pretensions of new <»ies, to offer me his 
hand. I wish I could do justice to' the noUe 
frankness of his dealings towards me. He told 
me without reserve that had his property been 
sufficiently at his disposal to secure the inde- 
pendence of the daughter of his friend without 
degrading her by an alliance with a decrepit 
veteran, he would have joyfully embraced the 
alternative, and bestowed on me the means of 
happiness with the man of my choice. * Yes, 
Sophy,' — said he,—* although it would have 
grieved me to the very heart's core to see you 
reward the indelicate double-dealing of a wretch 
like Vaux, I would have borne it in preference 
to the apprehension that you bestow yourself 
on me with repugnance. But, alas ! — it is a 
jointure and not a dowry I am enabled to offer 
you. I do not ask you to love me, or to regard 
me with wanner interest than you have always 
evinced towards your father's friend ;— tut if a 
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borne secure from the vexatioustyranny of Lady 
Derenzy^ — ^if an indulgent and assiduous pro* 
tector afford any attraction to you^ — accept them, 
xny dear child, accept them ; and imagine you 
have found in old Randolph Lee the revival of 
your father's tenderness/ " 
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CHAPTER V. 



Since there are persons who compUin 
There's too much satire in my yein. 
That I am often found exceeding 
The roles of raillery and hreeding,— 
With too much freedom treat my betters. 
Not sparing even men of letters ; 
Ye, who are sldll'd in lawyer's lore. 
What's your advice ? — Shall I give o'er. 
Nor even fools or knaves expose. 
In biting verse or slumb'rous prose ;— * 
And to avoid all future ill. 
In my scrutoire lock up my quillt 

DEAN SWIFT. 

'' It was in a moment of domestic irritation 
proceeding from my aunt's paltry manoeuvres," 
continued Lady Sophia, attempting to rally her 
spirits, '' that this explanation afforded me 
the prospect of release. Do not, however, ima- 
gine that the feeling and generosity of Lee 
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were rewarded by my acceptance of his hand 
solely from interested motives; — I solemnly 
protest to you; Frederica^ that had one gleam 
of my former infatuated attachment lingered in 
my heart, or had I been unable to pronounce 
with perfect sifacerity my vows of love and 
obedience, I would have clung to the chains of 
my importunate bondage sooner than become 
his wife. But he was satisfied with my candid 
explanation of the state of my feelings,— an 
explanation which his own acute discernment 
had fully forestalled. I did not disguise from 
him that my heart had been stung' into the 
bitterness of disappointed affection, — ^that my 
mind was harassed by the liumiliation of morti- 
fied vanity, — that I was out of love with my 
species and with myself ; — btrt I promised to 
rewaid his generosity in accepting for his com- 
panion a peevish and rejected misanthrope, by 
attempting to render myself more worthy his 
regard. Fortunately he had confidence in the 
honesty of his old friend's daujghter ": 

He trusted to ibe blood of Loredano 
Warm in my heart ; 
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and satisfied aH Lady Derenzy's apprehen^otis 
ef haring to aidara the company of her indir 
gent niece as a. perpeiual burthen, by endowing 
me with settlements to the ntmost ainount kit 
lenam of an entaEed property would admit.^ 
. '^ And thus you were restored to liberty and 
ha^^ness V^ cried Frederica. ^ But I do not 
oodtnitand by what method of co-operation in 
Manx's viUa]^^ Lord Calder and. his sister be^* 
came so- abhorrent to your feedings ? ^ 

" Ay ! I forgot, or tried to eradie the necefr* 
f^, of unvalin^ one of the most grievous gan- 
grenes of a wounded heart. Know, dearest 
Frederica, that in the season of my unlimited 
trust in Mr. Vaux, when we were all but be- 
trothed lovers, or rather when we were aflec- 
tumate and confid^itial friends, I had exchanged 
a thousand trifles with him. Either in igno- 
rance of the woiid or defiance of its misinter- 
pretation, I gave him books, antiques, and even 
the worst and mo^ unadvised pledge of f» 
woman's tenderness^r- ^ ring bearing my initials 
and a lock of hair. I will not recur to the 
protestations of good faith and gratitude with 
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.which it was originally remved ; but yciuwiU 
readily believe that when I beheld it on all oe? 
pasions ostentatiously displayed on the finger of 
Lady Rochester, I grew sufficiently indignant* 
Judge, however, what were my feelings on dis* 
covering that every idle particular of the beUe 
passion entertained by Lady Sophia Rhyse for 
a man. who had never vouchsafed her the lea^^t 
assurance of preference, or exhibited towards 
her more than the courtesies of an ordinary ac<^ 
quaintance, had not only been recounted for 
her diversion, but that she amused herself by 
repeating the scandalous tale in all companies, 
with the most wicked exaggerations and ground* 
less mferences/' 

'^ Shameful ! — shameful to both parties ; but 
in Lady Rochester unfemininely false to the 
cause of her sex." 

" Calder's offence, however, although of a 
complexion equally dark, I have never defini- 
tively traced home. It was, indeed, while living 
inhabits of the most confidential friendship with 
his lordship, — ^then, as now, avowedly the most 
deliberate and practised libertine of our times, — 



iSM Vwjoc, shordy after my marriage, hazarded 
tiiose declarations of attachment, and explann* 
tions of his former conduct, which were noi 
Necessary to raise my detestation to the highest 
pitch. Think, my dearest Lady Rawleigh, think 
of the humiliation of receiving a similar insult 
from a man once fondly loved ;— of being told 
that the motives of my union with General Lee 
were universally detected; — and that I could 
not do better than profit by the liberty I had 
thus acquired, by bestowing my heart accord- 
ing to its original suggestions, in pursuance of 
the system which had induced me to emanci- 
pate myself from Lady Derenzy*s trammels by 
a repugnant matrimonial engagement." 

" But it was not repugnant," persisted Lady 
Rawleigh. *' Independent of the bond of early 
r^ard between you and of the generous sym- 
pathy evinced by him in every stage of your 
affairs. General Lee is a person whom no wo- 
man could regard with repugnance. — ^The most 
agreeable companion— -the most graceful, cour- 
teous — " 

^' Thank you, thank you !" interrupted Lady 
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with emotioiu *^ But I wiU not tax 
your Idndnesa ta invent ai^gmnents in my &«• 
tour *y for guildess as I was of all evil intention^ 
and fervent in veneration for my husband, I 
o^cn I had ihe weakness to feel rebuked by 
snckanaccnsation. I had no longer courage 
ib! encounter those whisperers of society by 
whom the £tlsehood had- been propagated ; or 
tiie credulous idlers who had been taught to 
Hiiaiaterpret my character. I persuaded Ge- 
neral Lee that my health required aresidence 
llbroad ; and^ in deference to my supposed pre- 
dilectionsy Italy was selected to restore me ; — 
Mlyr 

'^ That was scarcely judicious; but the ge- 
neral probably recurred to the numerous foreign 
friendships and connexions you must have 
formed during your residence in Tuscany." 

^* And by so doing actually endangered my 
life ! — Scarcely were we settled at Florence for 
the winter, when the force of association, the vex- 
ations I bad recently endured, and my conscious- 
ness of the calumnies of which I had been the 
object, conspired to throw me into a most pre- 



oarioufl Steele of heaItlL^--<«ncl it waflktheD, Vxatt 
<knem 1 fi»t became acquainted witk the «mi. 
able cbaxacter of Maiy Trevel^an^ I believe 
I acquired some interest in Her eyes bf beiag^ 
abis tg taOc to h^ of Lannceston and yonr* 
self ;^— while Lady Mary^ from the similitude 
existing betwe^i my Ibrmer position, and her 
own, was to me as a memorial of my early daoh- 
gePB and troubles. During my long and te^ 
dfous fllnessy yeur cousin devoted herself to 
ipe with all the patience of a sister^ and^ I had 
ample leisure to become aware of all her ex* 
cellence/* 

*' But surely the kindness of General Lee 
rendered you independent of her attentions ? In 
him you h€id an unfailing friend and com- 
panion ! -' 

" I have promised you my entire confidence,'* 
replied Lady Sophia^ while her lips quivered 
with rising emotion^ and tears listened in her 
eyes, '' or I should find it difficult to confess 
die full extent of my weakness. Frederica! 
when a woman tells you that she is satis- 
fied to feel esteem and friendship for her 
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Insbai^ inistrast either her candofur or hier 
di&pccdtion. It is written that Love shall be the 
bond' of wedlock; and -nature^ ^indignant to 
fisd her laws trifled with and rendered sub- 
servient to the mercenary interests of life, takes 
a ^nal vaageance on the (lender* Till my 
marriage, I regarded the general with the duti- 
ful affection of a daughter; btlt this sentiment 
was incompatible with our new position, and 
the deficiency was compensated by no hapjner 
result. My gratitude for his sacrifice in my 
favour rose like a barrier of ice eternally between 
us, — we existed and exist in a false position; — 
I cannot lose in his presence the humiliating 
consciousness of obligation, nor can he assume 
that familiarity of wedded life which if tender, 
he fears would sit ungracefully on his gray 
hairs; — if stem, appear an assumption of au- 
thority betraying the benefactor. Nor dare I 
give way to the accidental impulse of my feel- 
ings when they urge me to any show of sym-»» 
pathy in his opinions and conduct, lest he shoi^ld 
attribute my warmth to hypocrisy or interested 
motives ; — ^for among the flagitious misrepresen- 



ttttums emBiiaiing from Lady^Rocbasierand her. 
locver^ivas Jan assertion .that my ^deroticmto 
my decrepit and doting husband was instigated 
by my soUcitude**- concerning his wilir A 
perpetual constraint therefore limits the measure 
0^- my affection; and whererer ccmstraint ex- 
ists between . married people, mistr^st and 
wretchedness are its companions. — I have no 
Icmger"— 

But the words were arrested on her lips. 
The door of .the box' was turned on its noiseless 
hinges, and the attendant demanded for Lord 
Calder an admittance which, however, unwel- 
come, could scarcely be refused. 

'^ I have held a long communing with my* 
self,'' said his lordship, as he accepted a seat 
between Frederica and her friend, '^ in order to 
acquire, courage for this intrusion ; — ^for being 
seated in the Whitehayen's opposite box, my 
glass enabled me to discover you both engaged 
in some profoundly interesting discussion. 
Even the charming Ellen Tree has not induced 
you for a single instant to divert your attention 
from yourselves to the stage." 
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^' Bui didycNLnat natiuAlIj mspee^" emd 
laJbp Sopkia, anxinnft to silence his oommeMte 
6a the intoest of t&eor eonveanatum, f^ that vm 
were argaing the important came of your ball ; 
and pasaiag in review aU possible costumes of 
all possible characters^ to da justice to youp 
hospitalitj and oun own attractions ? ^•— 

'^ And what i» the result of so much elo» 
quence and debate ? '' inquired his lordship* 

^That Lady Sophia acc^ts the part of 
Brenda Troil f while J am to figure forth as 
tiie sable Minna !^^ said Frederic%' looking 
significantly at her friend, whom she thua en^ 
trapped into acquiescence with her plaDS%«-— 
^ My brother and Sir Brooke wUl complete our 
group." 

*^ You decline then the sen4ce» of Mr^ 
Rockingham?" inquired Lord Calder. '*.Ho 
win be happy to assist you, eren should it be in 
the part ^ Triptolemus Yellowly/' 

** We do not wish to exhibit <3ie perfection 
of perfectness in our aiTangemen4s>" replied 
Lady Rawleigh, '^ or some mimculous efibrt of 
wit might be expected at our hands; for my 
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tmn peft I infend tO' be tootmmch amoaed with 
flie genenl aspect o£ the pageant, to hazard aiij^ 
attempt at baag^amuBiiig*:'' 
. ^ Fm at least require no such pietension,'' 
lepiied Galder in alow voice, cm perceivii^ that 
Lady Sofdua had fixed her attentioii on the 
play-failL ** It is not to be amused or instructed 
that the worid seeks the society of Lady Raw- 
leigh. 

Bha tfiat can |i2i8ift is certain to persaade— 
To-dajr is loved — ^tD-mffiroir in obeyed ! " 

Invcduntarily Frederica reverted to the de^ 
tails which had recently reached her ears con- 
cerning the tactics of Lord Calder and his 
friend; and a cloud ovei-shadowed her counte- 
nance as she recoiled from his homs^e. For 
some minutes she maintained a contemplative 
silence. 

'' I suspect '' said her insidious companion, 
'' that you are rehearsing the part of the medita- 
tive Minna, and forbear to interrupt you." 

" No ! mdeed," cried Lady Rawleigh. '* I 
was simply considering your eulogium of the 
acting of Ellen Tree ; and rejoicing that your 



more exten^i/e experience ccHifimft myr Ofif^ 
iuxms.iu.To me/ she presents tix^^beam : ideal ni 
what an elegant woman alranld iqipe&r in .he? 
own drawing-room ; nor in this respect Ims ske^ 
with the exc^pii(Hi of her charmingild^ sieter, 
a rival ia my memcny. • But you who rememhal 
fiafren — the Lady Teazle par excellence— ?ttf^ 
better skilled to do justice to ker merits/' . j 
"You have ascribed to your favourite,''. ob*-; 
served Lady Sophia, ^ precise^ the measuie of 
attraction which the Parisians adjudge] to the-, 
exquisite Mats. For my part, I iua inclined to^ 
extend my degree of admiration still further: 
and to say that her delineation of every class oi. 
life is as perfect as her portraiture of our own. 
Ellen Tree is, in fact^ the actress of nature and 
o( truth^— iio studied points, no ranting buratst 
of vehemence weary our attention in her •simple'^ 
and graceful performance." 
^ "Were J to compare her wiA the most per-? 
feet in her own art, either amcmg the living im^ 
the dead,*' said Lord Calder, "it would be with ^ 
Abin^on; — ^that fascinating being whom I n^^ 
member besieged by all the belles of the groatr 
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WQdd ibr comifielrtoiiohing their air& aiid graces^ 
ind furbelows; imd whose MiUamttnt wd 
Widow 36kQ0ur;«fiiM:dsd a liTing mirror fot 
thcw adificatjoDu^^ 

«■ .^.-if i may trust the reminiscMees of Lady 
Serensy . and her ^cot^e^ Abmgton's Tein was 
exdusmly comiOy while Miss Tree, (ht I* am 
much TniBtahen> would prove the best. Imogen, 
^ 0]^elia> or Viola on the sti^^' 

^ I ..am glad yocur enthusiasm has stepped 
short of Jbiliety^' said Lady Rawleigh. ** I doubt 
whether I could trust her tenderness of tone 
and nature sufficiently for the heroine of Ye- 
reoa.'' 

^ I never saw a woman, — or rather an actress, 
-^-who combined the gifts requisite to embody 
thkt exquisite creation/' observed Lord Calder; 
^a creation combining the playful innocence of 
jgirlhood, with the impassioned fervour of a 
woman, — of a wife.' — It is impossible to mark in 
stage representation the gradual development of 
Juliet's character. ' That lovely girl, for instance, 
whom you honoured with your notice the other 
mgiit at Almack's — (we will call her Leonora, 
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&r the sake of euf^ny^tritlx lA her soft imh 
tet6 and giraee, might bend her kme to Lady 
Capulet and reprove the garrulity of the ntirse 
in the first act, without any injnatiee to the 
poet'd fancy; hut from Ae garden scene I sbonld 
dismiss her as utteriy incapable t-^B^ie Jtdiet 
feappears in the balccmy, the rods: h«» been 
struck— ^he passionate tide of "Wommlf feelifigf 
has gushed forth; — and it wlmld' req«r»e all 
liddy Rawleigh's purity of faearV^l^ ^ glow 
of sensibility^ to* do justice to siicli 'poetry as^ 

• ■ -i 

In tmih, fair Montagu, I am too fond. 
And dLerelbre ^oo most thinl: my'hKwhv^UiiJbit, 
Yet trust me, gentleman, I'll prove more true 
Than they who haye more cunning to be strange/* 

la the recital of these linesi^ Lord Calder 
threw somewhat more of aflimatJQn, and cmotioa 
than accords with the even tenourof osdinaxyv 
discourse ; and it was not till the last tones o£ 
hiB rhapsody had melted in beKeacs^^^while hei^ 
£ace was covered with blushes^ axisingfiDom tha 
significance of his compliment,i--that Fred^aricft 
noticed her husband's entrance into the box, andl 
his bewildered stare of astonishment and v^car. 
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tba ! ^pearances were sttaogely against her i. 
Sbehad tranquillized his alarms by announcing 
hjecseif about to pass a solitary evening with 
a female friend ; — and he found her listenings 
with visible traces of sensibility i^on her coun- 
tenance^ ta the tender dieclamationa of an 
apcampEshed Ubertine !— Appearances were 
rtrangely s^aimM^ her ! 

• Meanwhile Lady Sophia, who .perceived no* 
tbii^ peculiar in the position of the parties, and 
who, in her pecfectreliance on Frederica's excel- 
kace^ andFrederica's attachment to her husband, 
WBB satisfied that Rawleigh's arrival was ex- 
tosmely acceptable to her fri«:id, rather heights 
cned than soothed the disorder of the honour- 
hale. niembGefi>r Martwich^by exclaiming with 
]^aj(ftd eagerness,/^ I congratulate myself my 
4iBr:Sir Brookei that 3k>u havethus^opportunely 
made your appearance among xuu There is a 
petition I anLdying to make to Lord Calder; 
aad I. have been resigning myself to the convic-* 
Itoa that I have no chance of obtaining his air 
tention so long as Frederica'a is disengaged^ 
Ike for goodness sake sit down, and make your* 
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self as agreeable to Lady Rawleigh as ever yojo. 
did to Miss R&wdon, in order that . my request 
may be framed and granted without reaching 
her ears/' 

There was no possibility of refusing the seat 
to which, by a motion of Lady Sophia's hand, 
he was invited beside his wife, — ^although he en* 
tertained a suspicion that it had only been yery. 
recently vacated by Lord Calder ; and even Fre- 
derica was obliged to follow the indication of 
her friend, and enter into conversatipn with Sir 
Brooke, who appeared ^uite as cross, as if lie 
had been encountering a second dinner with his 
Argyll-street cousin, or a sixth with, his Mart^ 
wich constituents. She managed, however^ jba 
manufacture a few questions of sufficient lesigth 
and breadth to evince her integrityjtowards Lady 
Sophia and her secrets ; while I(awleigh, on. tl|e 
contraiy, dotted . forth his jealousy and iUrhui* 
mour in such concise monosyllables, that it re- 
quired a considerable exercise of candour on hiia 
lady's part, not to . overhear the greater portion 
of the dialogue of her companion^ ■ . 

^' I am obstmately bent on your allowing x$e 
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t6'1]riiigE young fnehd of mine to your 18te,? 
hkd been Lady SopHia's opening phrase. " 1 
have tety little ^doubt, by the. way, that most 
{)ersons of your acquaintance experience a simi- 
lar ind&aiioii ;' though very few may have found 
siifBdeiit ahdaciiy to make it known. Mine, 
however, is of a mtost unlimited extent; and I 
xlot^only ask your petmissioh to introduce a 
iltraugef into your inaccessible abode, but insist 
ihlat you trust implicitly to me for hfer right and 
title t6 such an honour,-^without explanation 
given or required.'* ' 

*' Yxrtk are i'ndeed affording me a most unex- 
^e<Stfcd proof of kindness in an opportunity of 
£ieethlg*y<mr wishes," replied Calder ; who was 
Ikr^mdr^ aliitious to listen to the terms of greet- 
ing between Sir Brooke and Lady Rawleigh, 
Aan td'tibe lianie of her ladyship's prot^g^e. 
^'Ybxn shall receive a blank card to-morrow.** 

" To satisfy your atpprehensions on one 
j^dint,'' she- resumed in the same sportive tone, 
^be assured' that my demand has no coUr 
Aexion with the untuneable patronymic, so dis- 
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cordant to your ears and those of my aunt 
Derenzy.** 

'^ If you allude to Miss Waddlestone,'' ob^ 

•served Calder with an air of candour and bon* 

hommie, '' be assured thxii my ball will be em* 

bellished by her presence. The PrinceSse de 

Gu6m6n6e has imdertaken to bring her; and I 

am so far from wishing to disown the acquamt- 

ance of a man whom, as Lord Vardingtcm, I 

pronounced to be one of the most mtelligent 

and gentlemanly with whom I ever conversed, 

that I have made it a point to leave my name 

tmd an invitation v?ith her father. But Mr. 

Waddlestone^ in a spirit to iMnith I render jus- 

tice and honour, has declined it I tm haj^ 

to say that his is at present the only negative 

I have received." 

As the details of a meeting broken ^' by most 
admired disorder/' — whether an election com^ 
tnittee/or 9, petit comkl in a private box of the 
Pandemonium called a patent tiieatre, — are far 
ttotn amusing^ either in fact or recapitulation, 
it will be more satis&ctcuy as well as more 



edifying' to turn from Rawleigh's discontents 
and Frederica's anxieties, to an explanation of 
^e position and disposition of this said Mr. 
IfYaddlestone of Waddlestone House ; — ^a pa>- 
0onage deserving higfaeir respect than to be inr 
troduced solely as an object of mystification to 
the reader. 

It is probaUe that be would have been 
regarded with greater interest some nine- 
teen years previous to his appearance on the 
Hampton race-ground ; for at the age of twenty- 
one, although unencumbered with a vulgar 
aamty and a splendid fortune, he might have 
jnen cited. as exhiUiting a ram union of personal 
and mental endowments. An accidental encoun- 
terwitfa the heiress of one of the wealthiest alder- 
men of the city of London was destined howei^ 
to transform him from a wellrconnected young 
iMurrister, with his way to make in the world 
by his own abilities, into an independent man, 
condemned Un the remainder of his days to 
association with persons of unpolished habits 
and uncultivated minds. Cheered by the com- 
petition and gratulations of his professional 
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associates, the gay and handsome Edward 
Meredyth did not hesitate to accept the seem* 
ingly brilliant destiny opened to him by the 
avowed partiality of Miss Waddlestone; and 
within a few weeks from their first introduction 
at Weymouth, his name and fate were changed 
as if by the commencement of a jpew existence. 
But long before the termination of the 
honeymoon, he began to doubt whether his 
career of |)rofessional exertion might not have 
been preferable to the golden independence 
shared with a companion so totally devoid of 
delicacy or intellectuality as the partner whom, 
he had chosen,-- or rather who had chosen him,, 
for the remainder of his days. 

For some time he indulged in a delusive hope* 
that cultivation and intercourse with the world 
would soften down the glaring vulgarity of 
Mrs. W.'s mind and. maimers. But these vir 
sionary expectations gradually subsided; and 
had it hot been for the dawning beauty and 
promising disposition of the little girl, who had 
been the pledge of this inauspicious union, the 
treasures of opulence would, have been insuf- 
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ficient to render life endurable. Even here, 
howevel^ disappointments awaited him, such as 
form, and ought to form, the retributive chas* 
tisement of mercenary alliances. He was per- 
suaded that Leonora 'could not fail to contract 
something of Mrs. W/s coarseness of feeling 
and demeanour; and the repining husband 
had too strong a respect for the claims of a 
woman whose moral ^conduct was irreproach* 
able and heart warmly affectionate, and who 
was moreover the sole artificer of his fortunes, 
to interpose the slightest barrier between the 
tenderness of a mother and heir child. Fortu* 
nately the parents of the heiress had not ex- 
hibited that tenacious longevity peculiar to per^ 
sons blest with large property and expectant 
heirs; and his mortified feelings experienced 
some consolation in escaping the sneers of 
his envious friends and connexions, and flying 
from his splendid mansion and princely esta'* 
blishment to the less fastidious circles of the 
Continent. 

It was gratifying to a man of his sensitive - 
disposition to alienate his darling from the con;* 

VOL. III. 6 
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tamination of her mother's low connexions and 
servile associates, and devote his whole time to 
• her improvement, and by procuring for her the 
first masters which Italy could furnish, render 
her accomplishments worthy the brilliant for- 
tune of which she was the sole inheritor. Nor 
did Leonora disappoint his partial expectations* 
Her beauty and talents, and gentleness, would 
have done honour to the most illustrious parent- 
age. But above all, she was capable of appre- 
ciating the high endowments of that father to 
whom she had proved a spring of hope in the 
wilderness;-^ and they became united by a 
species of mutual affection, which would have 
resembled the bond of friendship rather than of 
filial and paternal love, but that it was qualified by 
respect on one side, and a tenderness amount- 
ing to idolatry on the other. 

To do poor Mrs. Waddlestone simple justice, 
she never evinced the slightest jealousy of 
either. She regarded her husband and her 
child as the finest things in the world ; and had 
not this partiality been, exceeded by her reve- 
rence for those still finer things, — ^money and 
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rank^ — she might perhaps have been tamed 
down into less ostensible Tulgarity. But from 
her youth upwards (saving in the instance 
of her tender passion for young Edward 
Meredyth) she had looked forward to achiev-!* 
ing greatness ; — had been highly displeased by 
her husband^s renouncement of a city career, 
and the contingency of a knighted shrievalty ;•«-• 
and now exulted in Leonora's loveliness, and 
Leonora's captivations, chiefly with the view to* 
becoming mother-in-law to a lord. She was 
indefatigable in admonishing her daughter, 
when beyond the reach of Mr. W/s reproval 
thatihe would never consent to her union with 
any mail below the condition of a peer. 

Meanwhile on Leonora's approach to woman*' 
hood, her vigilant and discriminating father 
naturally became anxious to see her surrounded- 
by the precepts and example of her ovm countiy- 
VTomen; and her fifteenth birthday was cele-^^ 
brated in that country which has be^i stigma* 
tized as a land of shopkeepers, and which in 
its habits and opinions is decidedly the most 

G2 
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aristocratic in Europe. But Mr. W. no sooner 
found himself settled at Waddlestone House^ 
than he began to doubt the wisdom of his sys- 
tem of education ; and to wish that he had 
nerved his courage to support the inferior asso- 
ciations of his appointed destiny^ and renounce 
the attractions of along residence abroad. His 
wealth and intellectual resources had gradually 
opened his way to the first society on the Con- 
tinent. Persons of every rank advance a step 
in importance by settling abroad ; and the libe- 
raUty^ exquisite taste^ and unexceptionable ad- 
dress of Mr. Waddlestone had introduced him 
not only to the highest native circles of Italy, 
but to those of his titled countrymen by whom 
they were frequented* His wife meanwhile 
(alas ! that such should be his wife) finding little 
attraction in a society of which the dialogue 
was a sealed book, wisely preferred remaining 
at home with Leo and the governess ; and thus 
secured her husband, in the eyes of the worlds 
from the degrading association of a companion 
80 inferior to himself. 
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But on returning to England the spell was 
broken ! — In his own country Mr. W. felt that 
he must encounter the suffrage of society in his 
positive capacity as co-partner in a soap manu- 
factory^ and sole partner of one of the most 
vulgar women in the three kingdoms; and 
what was far more revolting to his feelings, 
that his graceful^ elegant^ Leonora must be 
ushered into the world under her auspices^ and 
sought in marriage by some person of a similsur 
degree ! He felt that his lovely child would be 
rejected from the rank of life in which he de- 
sired to fix her destiny,— or that she would be 
sought from interested motives by some noble 
spendthrift, intent on teaching her to '^ forget 
her own people and her father's house ;" while 
the undisguised prejudice cherished by Mnu 
Waddlestone for lords of every sort and deno- 
mination^ soon made him tremble for the choice 
which must decide the happiness of his daughter* 

It was under these circumstances that Lord 
Launceston had made the acquaintance of the 
family, and accepted Mrs. W.'s unequivocal 
partialities in his favour; and the anxious 
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fiither soon became very favourably impressed by 
the frank and noble disposition of Leonora's new 
admirer. — He saw him untainted by the scornful 
<fldif-8ufficiency of his caste ; uncontaminated by 
the narrow bigotry, of fine-gentlemanism ; an^ 
-was delighted to perceive that the fancy enter- 
stained by his lord-loving lady for the Hon. Col. 
Bhyse and Lord Putney, previous to Launces- 
ton's arrival, was fully transferred to the new 
pretendant It was not, indeed, that the youthful 
proprietor of Marston Paik and its mortgages 
-affected any contempt for his own conventional 
rank ; but he regarded it as of no supreme im- 
portance, and incapable of elevating him above 
.a man of such perfectly gentlemanly tone and 
eminent talents as Mr. Waddlestone. There 
•Hiras, in short, an unaffected cordiality of heart 
^bout Lord Launceston which placed him 
above the petty affectations of the exquisites 
and exdusives who already thronged around 
the heiress of five hundred thousand pounds. 

But Mr. W« had become intimately ao- 
quainted with the perils and dangers of pre- 
dpitate matrimony ; and was desirous that his 



.PIK MONXT. 127 

daughter should extend her observations in the 
rank of life to which her mother's whims and 
her own dowry appeared to limit her choiee^ 
previous to an irrevocable decision. He bad 
formeriy imagined the docile Leonora as 
warmly inclined in favour of Lord Offaley*s 
•younger son^ Horatio, as she now appeared to- 
wards the brother of Lady Rawleigh; and 
dreading her vacillation of feeling on such a 
point, eagerly renounced his former determina- 
tion][that she should enter into such circles only 
as were freely open to her mother. He even 
succeeded in persuading Mrs. Waddlestone tha 
Leonora's future interests would be best served 
by allowing her to make an occasional appear- 
ance in the great world under the care of their 
Italian friends, the Duchess of Whitehaven, the 
Princesse de Guemen^e, or Lady Wroxworth ; 
and having accomplished this point, patiently 
waited the result of his daughter's fashionable 
connexions. 

Few things were nearer his heart than that 
she should retain her attachment for Lord 
Launceston, and cultivate the friendship of the 
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gientle and amiable Lady Rawleigh. But 
earnestly as he desired to fix Leonora's future 
.destiny in their society^ he did not shrink from 
exposing her feelings to the ordeal of Almack's 
,and the temptations of Calder House^ in order 
to assure himself that their predilection was as 
.permanent as it was honourable to her judgment. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



The town, the court, is beautj's proper sphere ;— 
That is our heaven, and we are augels there. 
In the gaj circlei thousand Cupids rove :— 
The ** House of Calder'' is the court of Love ! 

LORD LYTTLETON. 

Short and cheerful were the days and nighty 
that intervened previous to the f^te at Calde^ 
House ; for they were enlivened by some half-a- 
dozen balls of minor importance given by th^ 
Draxfields, Whit.ehavens, and Wandesfords^ 
and by the exciting anticipations and discus* 
sions arising from the promised masque. Even 
the longest summer's-day becomes abbreviate4 
for fine ladies who open their eyes to its sun« 
shine at three o'clock ;— ^even the tedious mo- 

o3 
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notony of night proves but little wearisome to 
fine gentlemen^ for whose recreation Folly 
shakes her bells from midnight till sunrise ! 

More than once during the week Lady Raw- 
leigh ventured to allude to Lady Sophia Lee's 
original reluctance to her project, and to tax 
her with all the contrariety of conjugal rebellion 
in having resisted the General's request that 
she would accept the invitation of Lord Calder ; 
— for she had since become one of the most eager 
debaters on the anticipated pleasures and splen- 
dours of the evening. 

"It is true/' she replied, in extenuation, ''that 
on my arrival in England, I was anxiously bent 
itm avoiding the society of these people — ^who 
ure distasteful to me on general grotmds — ^and 
positiyely odious when I reflect on their peculiar 
dealings towards myself. Bat I am unwilling 
to afford such persons as Mr* Vaux* and Lady 
Hochester the gratification of perceiving they 
)K>ssess the power to influence my actions;— 
find, in truth, I have a latent object for wishing 
to join in the mel6e/' 
' **An object?*' cried Frederica, suddenly 
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-^dliecking her horse under the shade of one of 
those spreading elms which shelter tiie &ir 
equestrians of Routine-row; and approaching 
so near her friend as to be beyond reach of 
Launceston's and Lord Putney's inquisition. 

'* No, no ! — Do not suppose, ma belle et bonne, 
that I intend to part on such easy terms with 
my seciiet. The commonplace and matter-of- 
-fact existence of a London season so rarely 
affords the gratification of a mystery, that I 
cannot possibly dispense with even half a cloud 
in your favour. Thursday night, remember, 
must of necessity reveal the oracle ! " 

But when Thursday night — the Thursday 
•night really arrived, — Frederica was too much 
•engaged in the general interests of the f(3te, 
the filter, and the fSted, to retain any remem- 
brance of Lady Sophia Lee's mysterious an- 
•aouncemeut ; and had been moreover too much 
harassed for several antecedent dajns by Sir 
Brooke's involuntary ebullitions of matrimonial 
irritation which had been in no slight measure 
augmented by the incident of the theatrical 
lendezvous, to concede even to these the im- 
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portahce so much their due. Unable to manii* 
fficture any reasonable excuse for forbidding 
his wife's appearance at the (He, — ^unwilling 
that she should join in its seductions without 
the restraint of his presence, — ^yet loathing the 
necessity which compelled him to enter the en- 
chanted circle of Calder House, — ^the unhappy 
tnan was fidgeted beyond all the consolations of 
his philosophy ! He had no ear at his disposal 
to which he could intrust the measure of his 
domestic griefs ; for Lady Launceston, through 
some strange obliquity of moral vision, seemed 
to regard this odious entertainment as a matter 
of exultation and delight; — Sophronia, of Twick- 
enham, was never more gratified than by hear- 
ing the names of her nephew and niece con- 
nected with that of the distinguished Calder; 
and poor Mrs. Martha, his never-failing source 
of sympathy, — ^whose mild unguent of <5onH 
miseration was generally so much at his ser- 
vice, — ^had taken this inopportune moment to 
convey herself and the dingy linnet to East- 
1x)ume for change of dulness. — ** Mr. Richard 
Derenzy and family " had also ** departed " in 
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the middle of the fashionable winter^ to pass 
the summer at his seat ia the fens of Lincoktr 
49hire, at the imminent risk of extirpation by 
the gnats or the typhus fever ;-^-and thus not 
one of the numerous savages of Sir Brooke's 
especial horde was at hand to endure the brunt, 
or moderate the misgivings of his ill-humour* 
Frederica began to think that the demon of dis- 
cord had obtained a permanent settlement in Bru- 
ton-street; and Rawleigh, with the genuine near- 
sightedness of a jealous man, betrayed his appre- 
hensions of the superior attractions of his rival's 
dwelling and society, by rendering his own as 
disagreeable as his utmost industry could effect* 
From all these trivial but vexatious contra* 
rieties, a prospect of escape to Lord Calder's 
land of Faery was indeed inviting; and never 
had Frederica entered her carriage at midnight 
with a lighter step or more sanguine expecta- 
tions of pleasure, than when — ^plaided to the 
utmost rigour of t)ie law— she seated herself he- 
aide Lord Launceston on her way to Calder 
House, while Sir Brooke followed in the cha- 
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racter of Moidaunt Mert(m and the chariot of 
Lady Sophia* In the course of a few minutes 
they entered a courtyard disciplined by a re- 
giment of policemen^ and illuminated by the 
flashing of a thousand torches. 
' '' Remember, Launceston, you are engaged 
to be my cavalier for the evening/' whispered 
Lady Rawleigh to the bold Cleveland, — ^when 
ishe perceived, through the gleaming windows of 
ihe splendid pile indications of a tremendous 
crowd assembled within. 

'* Certainly ! — Unless you release me for the 
space of a waltz or two with my pretty little 
.wife. Leonora accompanies the Qu^m^n^es to^ 
night, who have taken upon themselves to mis- 
represent the Midsummer Night's Dream ; my 
angel being, of course, Titania, and old Brough- 
ley the illustrious Bottom. But tell me, Fre- 
tlerica, — what fair unknown is Rawleigh handing 
out of Lady Sophia's carrie^e ? " 

'* Herself, — in the character of my blue-eyed 
aister, Brenda Troil." 
•. ** Juste del! il y en a deux i as the French 
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ghotfc-seer exclaimed. Bat Lady Sophia's 
wraidi is as black and ugly as Hecate.'' 

^' She has certainly recruited some stranger 
into our group in the part of Noma of the Fit* 
fill Head I" cried Lady Rawleigfa in a tone of 
rexation ; and she began to think herself ill* 
used that her friend had not consulted her in- 
clinations on tl^ subject 

But to how incalculable a measure of indig- 
nation did this feeling expand, wheD,-<-on join- 
ing Lady Sophia at the door of the yestibule^ 
in order to take, her arm and make their en- 
truice in Zetland sisterhood,-*— she perceived, 
not only that her suspicions of the intrusion of 
an importunate Noma into their community 
were founded on fact/ but that this unwelcome 
additum*— this importunate appendix — this Zet- 
land supeceiogation-^was imbodied in the par- 
son of &e odious Miss Elbany ! — In spite of 
the elf-locks wild which hung in hideous luxu- 
riance round her walnut-stained countenance, — 
in spite of the coarse and unsightly draperies 
which transformed her fine person into the 
semblance of decrepitude, — ^there was no mis- 
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taking the large dark eyes and lofty brow bt 
Lady Launceston's astucious companion !— 

Frederica was paralyzed! — at once by the 
audacity of the intruder, and the unfair decep-* 
lion exercised upon herself. A thousand yaga- 
xies rushed through her mind in explanation of 
the event. Her infatuated parent had perhaps 
interested Lady Sophia in favour of her pro*» 
teg^, — ^for Lady Launceston's undisguised in« 
terest in the fSte was otherwise difficult of conn 
prehension; — Sir Brooke himself was probably 
the confederate of a design which had tempted 
him to overcome his repugnance to Calder and 
his clique; — ^and as to her brother, — ^there cotdd 
be little doubt of his having acted as an acconn 
plice from first to last ! All, — ^all — her nearest 
and dearest had thus leagued themselves to 
force her into collision with a designing upstart^ 
—-her rival with mother, and brother, and hus* 
band! 

But the tact and good-breeding of modem 
times interdict a scene in society, even for the 
gratification of an angry beauty; and Frederica 
ascended the crowded stairs with much dig* 
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^^^f 9^ wUhoBt deigning to demand an pxH , 

planatioa from any of the party. Had she 

condescended to bend either ear or eye towards 

their moTements, she might have ascertained . 

fn^n the genuine and delighted start of astonish* 

-ment which followed the iii^enuous Ldunceston's 

recognition of Miss Elbany, that he at least was 

as complete a dupe as herself; but as it was^ 

•Lady Rawleigh entered the gorgeous saloon 

^th a spot burning on her cheeky and an air (tf 

perturbation fluttering her brow, which only too 

well became the agitated heroine of the Pirate. 

Lady Sophia Rhyse, on the contrary, whose 

countenance sparkled with exultation arising 

either from gratified benevolence in reuniting 

the loYcrs, or possibly from the feminine tri- 

tunph of making mischief, — seemed to have 

regained her earliest flush of youth in order to 

do justice to the beauties of the golden Brenda, 

while her fair hair and deep blue eyes deriyed 

new grace from the picturesque simplicities 

of her Scottish costume ; and thus, chance 

imparted to either sister the expression best 
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^>efitting her fictitious character.*— A murmur of 
approbatioa greeted the entrance of the group. 
But what Ariostoian pen might presume to 
,describe the dazzling magnificence of the gallery 
devoted to the court of the Faery Queen? — Even 
Lady Rawleigh, though swelling under the con- 
sciousness of injury and in some measure 
obscured in vision by the rising tears of jealous 
caprice^ was startled by the gorgeous arrange- 
ments of the scene. Experienced as she was 
in the cameleon-like nature of Lady Rochester's 
.chanos, she had not prepared herself for the 
splendour of Gloriana's attire, or the well- 
msmufactured loveliness of her face. Seated 
on her throne of state, among bowers of Uosf- 
soming orange-trees, radiant with smiles and 
diamonds, and fanned by a bevy of resplendent 
Cupids, — of Lord Johns, and Lord Harries, and 
Lord Cecils, borrowed finom the nuneries of her 
friends the Duchess of Lancaster and Lady 
.Rosebank, — by a very slight effort of indulgence 
she might be said to picture forth the mother of 
the Graces. The gentle Una, meanwhile, wore a 
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cliaste holiness of brow which afforded no 
gromids for the report that she had ever smiled 
<m Lord Patney^s addresses^ or listened to the 
-donUe-entendres of Lord Rochester;— Lady 
-Blanche Thornton, as Belphoebe, seemed as 
well satisfied that 



Upon her forehead xnaojr graces sat 
Under the shadow of her eyen hiows. 



Tuj Mr. Vaux's flatteries could render her;— 
while Lady Barbara Dynley and Lady Waldr 
ii^ton had tamed down their wandering glances 
into the pare simplicity of Fidelia and Speranza! 
Lord Wallingford, — a second Lucifer in sin 
mid beauty — ^was the representative of the Red 
Cross Knight; — ^the milk-and-water nephew of 
Xord Calder, Alfred Rocldngham> had been 
thrust mto the part of Sir Satyrane ;— Sir Guyon 
was embodied by Lord Putney ;— the aged Celia 
-by the withered Lady Huntingfield ; — and Ch*- 
lissa by the dowager Duchess of Ledbury, with 
herwhole soul engrossed by " the point, the vole, 
and the king.** Vaux was the royal Arthur ! 
Sir Caleb Thornton had consented to invest 
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liimself in.Duessa's hideosities; Timeas was Sir 
Mark Milman; Mr. Fieldham was Artegal; 
Blandamour and Paridel, Sir Robert Morae and 
Mr. Erskyne ; in a word^ the whole corps drama- 
iique of the fashionable world, however uncon* 
nected with these pages, had been enlisted into 
the ranks of Spenser's gorgeous romance. 

But notwithstanding the exquisite taste dis- 
played throughout the draperies and grouping 
X)f the masque, by Sir Philip Ochre the fashion- 
4tble academician who had consented to act as 
stage-manager^ the inefficiency of the actors 
contrived to convert it into a succession of ill- 
imagined and worse-executed tableaux. Lord 
Calder had previously concerted the arrange* 
ments of the evening so that the crimson velvet 
curtains concealing that portion of the gallery 
destined to dramatic representation, might be 
drawn aside at the overture of an invisible oi^ 
jcbestra^— to whiehi on Lady Rawleigh's arrival^ 
a signal was communicated by himself; and 
few even of the uninitiated but perfectly unde]>> 
*stood when the first soft measures of this seem- 
ingly supernatural music were heard, that the 
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lovely woman by whose side his lordship was 
pleased to station himself, was the unacknow-* 
ledged qtieen of the f6te. 

For full five minutes, every one was in ati 
ecstacy of delight, and exclaimed that never 
was there exhibited so exquisite an illusion ;-«* 
in five minutes more, every one yawned, and 
wondered what would come next ; — and in the 
concluding five minutes of the quarter of an 
hour destined to the representation of a masque 
which had cost a thousand pounds or so in ita 
preparatives, every one whispered that the whole 
thing was a bore, — that Lady Rochester sat 
like an effigy and seemed to forget they had any 
thing better to do than admire her; — ^and that 
after all the best actor in the business was 
Miid. Erskyne's lion, — a stuffed quadruped bor-^ 
roWedfrom the British Museum ! — ^The specta-* 
tors, in fact, were all dying to get rid of the 
Faery Queen, that they might walk about and 
show their own costumes ! 

Meanwhile Lord Launceston had decidedly^ 
and as it were in his own despite, riveted himself 
to the side of the Weird wcmian of the Fitful 
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Head; — Sir Brooke Rawleigh found himself 
reluctantly compelled to offer his escort to the 
blue-eyed Brenda; — and thus Lord Calder re-, 
mained at liberty to act as the guardian of the 
deserted Minna, 

^ I have never yet been tempted to assume a 
£eaicy costume/^ he whispered^ glancing at his 
dark and unadorned sleeve as he drew her arm 
within his own, '' but had I ventured to antici* 
pate the honour I now experience, I would have 
laid aside for once these sober sable weeds to 
assume the patriarchal dignity of Magnus 
TroiL Too happy should I be in even the 
passing dream of claiming a father's privileged 
interest in the destiny of the pensive Minna.'' 

Lady Rawleigh attempted to r^ain her ac- 
customed air of serenity as sl^ Hstened to this 
equivocal allusion to the vexations douding her 
brow. Had they been less real and. leas absorb- 
ing, her mistrust would probably have been ex- 
cited by Lord Calder's artful affectation of as* 
suming a paternal tone in his homage. But 
while he was still speaking, a band stationed at 
the head of the grand staircase struck up a Po- 



lonliise; and, heading the procession, he has- 
tened to conduct Frederica through the suite of 
state rooms, — akeady crowded with the repre- 
sentatives of all nations and languages, attired 
in erery variety of the superb and picturesque. 

Dazzled by their gorgeous array, and startled 
from her perscmal meditations by the novelty, 
and stir, and flurry of such a scene, she gradu- 
ally foi^ot that Miss Elbany linked either with 
the treacherous Rawleigh or the infatuated Laun- 
ceston was promenading behind her, and gave 
herself up to the illusions of the hour ; — to the 
animating inspiration of military music, — re- 
splendent illuminations, — groves of unknown 
exotics;— *«nd groups of all that was beautiful, 
illustrious, or grotesque in fashionable nature. 

There was the Duchess of Middlesex, one of 
the gravest and most spotless of matrons, un- 
suspectingly exhibiting her loveliness in the 
costume of Raphaers Fomarina! — there was 
Lady Lawford, all rouge and crowsfeet, dis- 
figuring the dress of Vandyke's Duchesse de St. 
Croix ! Lady Margaret Fiddham displayed a 
visage as harsh as that of Carabo0se enveloped 
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in the velvet ooif and pearly carcanet of the 
beautiful Mary of Scotland; — ^while the old 
Duchess of Trimblestown^ grhnly illuminated 
by diamond lanterns^ had discriminatingly 
chosen to herself the farthingale and fraise of 
Catherine de Medicis^ and looked fully capable 
pf originating a second St. Bartholomew. 

Then there was the bridal Viscountess, the 
plaintive little Lady Twadell, elevated by the 
most sublime cork-heels which Melmotte could 
manufacture into the semblance of a pigmy 
Cleopatra; while her genuine antique of a 
Lord, periwigged and grand-cordonred into ft 
courtier of the time of Louis XIV., looked 
three shades yellower than his hereditary point 
ruffles. The Coveys and Mapleberries had 
joined forces to form the brigade of the nine^sis- 
ters of Parnassus; having furnished themselves 
with ormoulu lyres, palettes, and flutes, which 
Lord Launceston persisted in mistaking for 
marrowbones and cleavers ; — ^and Lady Lotus^ 
as guardian of the classical group, had profited 
largely by Sir Christopher's store of Oriental 
bangles, armlets, and other Brahminical mys-* 
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teries^ to assume the full«orbed lustre of the 
Priestess Luxima. Sir Christopher Lotus him* 
self, with a countenance as blank and wirewove 
as a new Alburn^ represented Sir Roger de 
Coverley ; and the excellent Lady Wroxworth 
was admirably at home in Lady Lizard. Mr. 
Dynley, to- whom Lady Rawleigh vouchsafed 
only a formal bow en passant, formed an apt 
representative of Ali Pacha— 

Full of strange oaths, and bearded like a pard; 

and was closely followed by the lofty Indice, 
converted by a peaked and hungry beard into 
the hyperbolical Malvolio, — ^a sneer on his lips, 
and a chamberlain's wand in his hand. 

Just as they reached a vestibule dividing the 
suite from a staircase or rather reuniting it with 
the masque gallery, so that there was no possi- 
bility of escape or evasion, Frederica recognized 
at the opposite entrance the splendid group of the 
Midsummer Night's Dream ; and the beautiful 
PrincessedeGuemen^e, attired as the buskined 
Hyppolita with a diamond crescent sparkling 
on her imperial brow, inmiediately came for* 
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ward to receive the homage of the lordly host. 
Her Theseus was the distinguished looking 
Count Rodenfels^ familiarized by his birthright 
with the dignities of royal representation. The 
Prince was Lysander; and two daughters of 
Lady Waldington^ Helena and Hermia. But 
all eyes were attracted towards the elfin crew 
which completed the picture ; consisting of the 
Rodenfels' children as Moth^ Peaseblossom, 
and Cobweb, — Colonel Rhyse as Robin Good- 
fellow, — Prince Albert de Gu^menee as Oberon, 
and Leonora — Lord Launceston's Leonora — as 
Titania! — Her father's liberal partiality had 
encircled her iimocent brows with a diadem of 
diamond stars; her zone was wrought in the 
most precious gems, with mystic characters, — 
her silver wand tipped with " one entire and per- 
fect chrysolite ;" while her draperies of silver tis- 
sue were looped with strings of pearls such as 
task the fishers of Ormus. Frederica felt a thrill 
of triumphant delight as she noted the diminu- 
tive and delicate loveliness of the queen of the 
fairies, and recalled to mind the hideous trans- 
formation to which Miss Elbany's vanity had 
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consented in order to insure an entrance into 
Calder House* She even commiserated the 
self-reproach which she could not but attribute 
to her brother on finding thus strangely united 
in his presence his gentle and neglected lore,— 
his bold and and triumphant mistress. 

As the rival parties became too closely com- 
mingled in the vestibule, and were of too familiar 
acquaintance in society to pass and '^ make no 
sign," Lady Rawleigh profited by the colloquy 
between Lord Calder and the Amazonian queen 
to turn round for the first time during their 
promenade, and ascertain the effect produced 
on her companions by the encounter. But 
Lady Sophia and Mordaunt Merton were 
deeply engaged in some seemingly interesting 
conversation; and she had scarcely an opportu- 
nity to note that Sir Brooke, even in the as- 
sumed character of Brenda's adorer, wore an 
air of secret vexation, such as the rough ''course 
of his true love'* might be supposed to produce. 
On the present occasion, however, it was 
neither her husband nor her friend who moved 
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her mischievous curiosity; and she hastened 
to bend an inquiring glance towards her brother, 
— ^the ferocious Noma, — and the queen of the 
fairies ! 

Leonora, holding thehandof the youngPrince 
de Gu^men^e, was standing only a few paces 
distant from Lord Launceston, and looking all 
the loveliness which might be supposed to cover 
him with confusion. But to the utter amaze- 
ment of Frederica, not a vestige of shame clouded 
the expression of his frank and open counte- 
nance ! — He seemed quite as well satisfied with 
himself, as with the aspect of his bride, or th^ 
vicinity of the lady clinging to his arm ;•— nay ! 
to the increasing astonishment of his sister, 
he presumed to kiss the tip of his finger to the 
smiling and gratified Titania, with an air of 
affectionate recognition and intelligence. It 
was really too much ! — 

And Miss Elbany? — How did her usual 
lofty self-possession uphold her through such 
an ordeal ? — Lady Rawleigh felt that her own 
surprise would not be the least augmented by 
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seeing the Companion imitate the assurance 
of the bold Pirate^ and bestow a condescending 
salutfition on the heiress. But this trial she 
was spared. Instead of boldly confronting the 
stately Theseus and his train^ Lucy had shaken 
her black elf-locks over her shoulders and coun- 
tenf^nce, so that the expression of her face was 
totally concealed from observation ; and stood 
describing circles vrith her wizard staff, — that 
staff so different in its powers of enchantment 
from the light and jewelled wand of her elegant 
rival ! 

Uncertain whether she was aware of her 
proximity to the affianced wife of Lord#Laun- 
ceston, and rendered indignant by her brother's 
uncompromising defiance of propriety, — Fre- 
derica turned towards them with the intention 
of addressing his lordship in such terms as 
might reveal the fact; but at that moment 
*' came wandering by a figure like a" — ^num- 
skuir^ ! — ^being that of Lord George, as Pe- 
trarch, arrayed for his coronation at the 
Capitol, — in a robe of crimson velvet, with a 
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p]nramidal cap (not very dissimilar from the 
juYenile dunce's pedagogue-inflicted cap of 
maintenance) encircled with a garland of bays ; 
^hile his cloak of white satin was borne ac- 
cording to the authentic formula of the Roman 
solemnity^ by ^ a young girl with dishevelled 
locks, — ^her feet bare — ^her figure enveloped in 
a leopard's skin, — ^to represent Enthusiasm.'* 
But alas ! for this uninviting personification, — 
his lordship had been unable to secure a younger 
or a fairer nymph than Lady Lavinia Lisle ; 
and as he stalked sublimely into the room, 
followed on tiptoe by the little be-cardinalled 
general, his admiring unde, — ^Lord Launceston 
affected to mistake the inspired damsel in her 
shaggy drapery for some Caribbean queen 
escaped from her wigwam, and in pursuit of a 
human meal. 

^' She certainly must belong to one of the 
cannibal tribes," he exclaimed aloud : while Sir 
Brooke Rawleigh by way of cover to the im- 
pertinence of his brother-in-law, advanced 
towards Laura's lover and intreated him to do 



justice to the charms of his Brenda in an im- 
promptu sonnet. 

*' To heavenly themeth thublimer thwainth belong," 

lisped the lyrical lord; — and the band again 
striking up, the procession returned into the 
gallery. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



You to whom nature 
Gave with a liberal hand most excellent foim. 
With education, language, and discourse 
And judgment to disting^h ; when jou shall 
With feeling sorrow understand how wretched 
And miserable you have made yourself. 
And but yourself have nothing to accuse, 
—Can you with hope, firom any beg compassion 1 

THE UTTLE FRENCH LAWTEB. 

The morning sun was shining brightly on 
the roses and pinks in Lady Rawleigh's dress- 
ing-room window when, being at length dis- 
encumbered of her Scottish costume and Mrs. 
Pasley's attendance, she threw herself down on 
ihe sofa, — in the luxurious ease of solitude, and 
a cambric peignoir; — ^to enjoy the freshness of 
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the alr^ and meditate over the signs and 
wonders of the clamorous crowd at Calder 
House from which she had just escaped. 

The fragrance of the early mom is a long- 
established theme for the eloquence of all bud- 
ding poets^ heroines of a vicarage-breakfast- 
table^ and worshippers of sweet syllabub and 
sweet sentiment throughout the world. The hay- 
field, — the bean-field, — the hawthorn-hedge, 
— ^the rose just washed in a shower, and the 
woodbine just budding in a bower,— have had 
honourable mention in all collections of select 
poetry, — whether invested in calf " for the use 
of schools,^^ or invested in morocco and album- 
tabby, for the use of lords and ladies afflicted 
with a dull country-house or a procrastinating 
cook. But not the most sensitive of these 
ode-ous minstrels, — not the most unsophistir 
cated hedger and ditcher of England's fifty-twQ 
counties, — not the white-robed damsel of the 
parsonage, — not the " kwinthon-wobed Pet- 
waach of the Capitol," — was ever half bq 
skilled to appreciate the charms of '* the inr 
cense-breathing mom," as a London fine ladyi 
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escapiiig from the effluvia of expiring lamps^ 
(i^ag iapersy fading flawen, and stale Eau de 
Colc^ne, to the ^resh breese of the early day, 
and the silence of her own chamber. 
* Frederica had been often consdous of the 
telief produced on the CSte-fevered frame by 
« similar vicissitude ; had often refreshed her 
iirow from the dust of the crowded festival by 
^ cooling ablution : — ^had often thrown open her 
<mndow to enjoy an atmosphere still pure firom 
the sooty exhalations of fifty-thousand hearths, 
^*-«till unshaken by the vociferaticm of a million 
mod a half of human beings* — But never bad 
tdie Mi so agreeably released &Qak the sense of 
ttkoral and physical oppression as when,*««ex- 
changing the motley glare of the Calder masque 
lor the calm seclusion of home/->^he leant her 
cheek upon her hand, to muse over H^ miracles 
of the night. 

^ There appeared no solution to its mysteries,^-- 
no end to its annoyances ! From the coldness 
of Sir Brooke's demeanour towards her, to th^ 
alarming warmth of Lord Calder's devotion,— 
ffom her brother's nonchalance, to Lady So- 
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phia's officious interference^ — ^fixmi Miss El- 
baoy'g unabashable presumption^ to Leonora's 
childish in&tuation^ — ^all was inexplicable — all 
distressing! 

While liady Blanche, and Lady Barbara^ 
and Louisa Erskyne, and others still more fair, 
still more^ artful, still more envious, returned 
home burning with indignation at the honours 
bestowed by the lord of the revels on a person- 
age so little resplendent as Lady Rawleigh-— or 
as Minna Troil, — at the remembrance of Fred- 
cnrica in her simple robe of muslin and tartan, 
leading the Polcmaise and sharing the velvet 
canopy of the royal supp^ table presided by Lord 
Calder,--<and of themselves in all their bright 
array of gold and diamonds reduced to the 
totid eclipse of an inferior position, — the object 
rf their jealousy had not a thought nor a reed- 
lecti<m to bestow on these superfluous honours. 
Instead vX. pluming herself on the distinctions 
of the evening, she regarded the Calder House 
festivities as a source of unequivocal humiliation 
to herself, and anxiety on the behalf of those 
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who. were dearest to h^. Mi69 Elbany had 
suddenly re^appeared on the stage, as if emit- 
ted by the trapdoor of a pantomime, and all 
her suspicions of Rawleigh were again awaken- 
ing; — and as to Leonora^ — ^poor Leonora,—* poor 
dear Leonora,— the business was really too de- 
plorable, and the tears came into her own hazel 
eyes as she thought of it ! — ^That ever the Honour- 
able Lady Rawleigh of Rawleighford, should 
live to weep over her noble brother's infidelities 
to the heiress of Waddlestone and Co. ! — 

It is certain that people who live in the wcHrld, 
— or rather who never live out of the world, — 
are compelled to seize upon very extraordinary 
moments for their confidences and declarations ! 
There is not a third-rate belle of a second-rate 
country town, who would pour her soft sorrows 
into the bosom of a sympathizing friend^ in any 
situation less romantic than a bower full of moon- 
light; or a wood full of nightingales;— ^ere is 
not a small attorney throughout the wolds or 
wilds of Yorkshire, who would offer his little 
self, his little business^ and his little heritage to 
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their acceptance/ in any locale less purely 
romtmtic than the cowslip-sprinkled tnrf 

Under the hawthorn in the dale. 

'* Aux bordi de la Durance,*' the soft confession 
would be murmured to a guitar accompaniment; 
and on the lonely Carron-side, piped forth in 
'' oaten stop or pastoral song." ' 

But amid the vile sophistications of the me- 
tropolis^ a vast deal of love and friendship is 
necessarily made in public ; — ^proposals are ten- 
dered during the dismemberment of a chicken's 
wing; — and sentimental confidences uttered 
while Musard is screwing-up his fiddle to con- 
cert pitch. And thus it was during Lord Cal- 
der^s search after the finest brugnon & la glace 
of an extensive pyramid, for the lady of his 
thoughts, that he had presumed to breathe a few 
syllables somewhat less icy;—- it was when 
Frederica had retired into the cool seclusion of 
an open window after supper, to look out on the 
illuminated gardens of Calder House, that Tita- 
nia — ^having stolen away from Puck, Pease-blos- 
som, Moth, Cobweb, and Mustard, — ^ventured to 
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gire utteraace to those acknowledgments which 
now brought tears into the eyes <^ Lady Raw* 
leigh. They had not, however, been wholly 
unsought on Frederica^s part. Indignant to 
perceive die neglect evinced by Lord Launc^s^ 
ton towards his weahhy bride, she more than 
hinted to Leonora her surprise that no part had 
been offered him or been sought by him in the 
Princesse de Gu6m6n6e's party ; and her manner 
was so much that of sisteiiy interrogati<m, that 
the Queen of the Fairies was deeply toadied by 
her 83anpathy. — With blushes and filtering 
tones more genuine than are usually to be found 
at a fancy-ball — she murmured a confession that 
she had long been anxious for a few words of 
explanation with Lord Launceston's sister. 

" Nothing/' said poor Leonora, ^ would have 
restrained my desire to tell you all the afflicting 
embarrassment of my situation, but the cer- 
tainty that you would consider me guilty of 
presumptuous familiarity. Believe me I am 
felly aware of the distance between us ;— naay ! 
even of your own sense of its immensity. Yet 
so desirous am I of obtaining your good <^ 
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moa, iba± I vroold ventore much to explain to 
you the pMiful nature of my oomiexioa with 
Lord Laoncestcm* ^ I am persuaded you must 
be aware of the truth^— 4hat all my folly is fully 
knowa to you;— and I tremble to think of the 
etcength and rashness of an attachment which 
has induced me to risk the happiness of my 
life on so wild a cast'^ 

Fzederica was hesitating whether to enter 
more fuUy into the subject and in some mea* 
sure (^len Misa Waddlestone's eyes to the cri* 
tical position of her engagement, when the name 
of Miss Elbany was suspended on her lips by 
the approach of Messrs. Dynley and Indice; 
whoy percdving two persons engaged in an iur 
terestii]^ dialogue and manifestly in retreat 
from intrusion^ considered it thdr duty as dls* 
agreeable members of society to interpose with 
all the. officious importunity of idle questions 
and laborious attendance. Till Prince Albert 
BQAde his appairance to claim his partner, they 
fastened a most vigilant guardianship on their 
victims. 

But after all, neither the husband nor the 
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lover, — the friend nor the brother, — ^the btother^s 
chosen, nor the brother's rejected,— formed' the 
most perplexii^ subject of Lady Rawleigh's 
musings. — Through some coincidence equally 
strange with that originating Lord Calder's 
sighs and Leonora's tears, Mrs. William Ers- 
kyne had taken it into her little head to appear 
at the fSte at once in the character of Una, and 
of— fl dun ! — ^and scarcely had Indice and Dyn- 
ley withdrawn their persecution, when Louisa 
sauntered towards her friend's retreat, and 
niched herself into the window of whispers va- 
cated by Oberon's Queen. 

" I wish myself joy of the luck of finding 
you alone, Frederica," said she, passing her 
hand through her own silken ringlets, and 
affecting a yawn of exhaustion to conceal her 
embarrassment. " I have called on you twice 
within these three days (like Howell and James's 
collecting clerk), with my* small account;' — 
but whether you were riding with your new 
duenna. Lady Sophia, or had preternatural 
warnings of an unpaid bill, — certes you remained 
invisible." 
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'^ You ioa^ne then that my sentence of not 
at home i9 firamed in contradiction to the usual 
tenns,. and runs ^ No exclusion except on busi<* 
ness?'" 

'' Such at least is my own ; and I think, or 
once thought, that there exists some little sym- 
pathy between our whims, and fancies, and 
foUies!" 

^'And your small account is doubtless a ca- 
lendar of horses hired, and p&t^s devoured on 
the race-course ? — I am really ashamed to have 
overlooked it so long," said Lady Rawleigh, 
wishing to avoid a prolongation of this bi*anch 
of her giddy friend's discourse. 

" By no means \-^that account is of the tini- 
est dimensions, — a mere paltry fifteen guineas, 
and scarcely worth a visit of explanation. No! 
my dear; the grand affair is the Opera. The 
season being in its penultimate month, Laporte 
is obliged to gather together his credits and 
debits ; and ours, I am ashamed to say, amounts 
in its united enormity to three hundred pounds, 
as you will perceive by the circular letter which 
I must send you to-morrow. I am very certain^ 
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that two hundred was the sum originally speci- 
fied;— I could not have been so grossly mis- 
taken. But I find, on inquiring^ that three is 
the universal price paid by our neighbours ; and 
I conclude vre had better surrender with a 
good grace in the first instance^ where we are 
certain of ultimate defeat. I have promised to 
iremit the money to the treasurer the beginning 
irf'next week.'^ 

Now the heaven«bom Una was too deeply 
intent on vindicating her own cptch*, or her own 
deeepticm in Uie amount of the claim^ to observe 
the change effected on Frederica's comitenanoe 
by this intelligence ; and even had she noticed 
that Minna assumed as deathlike a paleness as 
if Cleveland had that momeat announced his 
lawless vocation^ Louisa Erskyne would have 
foond it difficult to conceive that a person at 
once so opulent and prudent as Rawleigh's 
facide and Lady Launceaton's only daughter, 
eould be at any moment deficient in cash. At 
one time she had half intended to b^ the re- 
maining hundred and fifty^ her own portion of 
the debt, as a loan from her friend ; when a re- 
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the air^ and meditate over the signs and 
wonders of the clamorous crowd at Calder 
House from which she had just escaped. 

The fragrance of the early mom is a long- 
established theme for the eloquence of all bud* 
ding poets^ heroines of a vicarage-breakfast- 
table^ and worshippers of sweet syllabub and 
sweet sentiment throughout the world. The hay- 
field, — the bean-field, — the hawthorn-hedge, 
— ^the rose just washed in a shower, and the 
woodbine just budding in a bower,— have had 
honourable mention in all collections of select 
poetry, — ^whether invested in calf " for the use 
of schools,'^ or invested in morocco and album- 
tabby, for the use of lords and ladies a£9[icted 
with a dull country-house or a procrastinating 
cook. But not the most sensitive of these 
ode-ous minstrels, — not the most unsophistir 
cated hedger and ditcher of England's fifty-twQ 
counties, — ^not the white-robed damsel of the 
parsonage, — not the " kwinthon-wobed Pet? 
waach of the Capitol," — was ever half so 
skilled to appreciate the charms of '^ the uit 
cense-breathing mom," as a London fine ladyi 
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escapiiig from the efflavia of expiring lamps^ 
^ijing tapers, fading flowen, and stale Eau de 
Colc^ne, to the ^resh breese of the early day, 
and the silence of her own chamber. 
' Frederica had been often consdous of the 
telief produced on the ^^-fevered frame by 
« similar vicissitude ; had often refreshed her 
iirow from the dust of the crowded festival by 
^ cooling ablution : — ^had often thrown open her 
<madow to enjoy an atmosphere still pure from 
Ihe sooty exhalations of fifty-thousand hearths, 
^*-«till unshaken by the vociferation of a million 
mod a half of human beings* — But never bad 
tdie (eHi so agreeably released &qwl the sense of 
ttkoral and physical oppression as when,*«-ex- 
changing the motley glare of the Calder masque 
for the calm seclusion of home/-^he leant her 
cheek upon her hand, to muse over the miracles 
of the night. 

' There appeared no solution to its mysteries,-*- 
no end to its annoyances ! From the coldness 
of Sir Brooke's demeanour towards her, to th^ 
alarming warmth of Lord Calder's devotion,— 
ffom her brother's nonchalance, to Lady So^ 
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phia's officious interference^ — ^£rom Miss El- 
baoy'g unabashable presumption^ to Leonora's 
childish in&tuation^ — ^all was inexplicable — all 
distressing! 

While liady Blanche, and Lady Barbara^ 
and Louisa Erskyne, and others still more fair, 
still more^ artful, still more enyious, returned 
home burning with indignation at the honours 
bestowed by the lord of the revels on a person* 
age so little resplendent as Lady Rawleigh-— or 
as Minna Troil, — at the remembrance of Fred- 
cnrica in her simple robe of muslin and tartan, 
leading the Polcmaise and sharing the velvet 
canopy of the royal supp^ table presided by Lord 
Calder,— -4ind of themselves in all their bright 
array of gold and diamonds reduced to the 
totid eclipse of an inferior position, — the oljeet 
of their jealousy had not a thought nor a reed* 
lecti<m to bestow on these superfluous honours. 
Instead vX. pluming herself on the distinctions 
of the evening, she regarded the Calder House 
festivities as a source of unequivocal humiliation 
to herself, and anxiety on the behalf of those 
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wliowere dearest to h^. Miss Elbany had 
suddenly re^appeared on the stage, as if emit* 
ted by the trapdoor of a pantomime^ and all 
her suspicions of Rawleigh were again awaken- 
ing; — and as to Leonora^ — ^poor Leonora,—* poor 
dear Leonora,— the business was really too de- 
plorable, and the tears came into her own hazel 
eyes as she thought of it ! — ^That everthe Honour- 
able Lady Rawleigh of Rawleighford, should 
live to weep over her noble brother's infidelities 
to the heiress of Waddlestone and Co. ! — 

It is certain that people who live in the wcHrld, 
— or rather who never live out of the world, — 
are compelled to seize upon very extraordinary 
moments for their confidences and declarations ! 
There is not a third-rate belle of a second-rate 
country town, who would pour her soft sorrows 
into the bosom of a sympathizing friend, in any 
situation less romantic than a bower full of moon- 
light^ or a wood full of nightingales j— there is 
not a small attorney throughout the wolds or 
wilds of Yorkshire, who would offer his Uttle 
self, his little business^ and his little heritage to 
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bis rupture with Titania, — ^perhaps of his eiH 
gagement to Mis Elbany; — for Lady Sophia 
had only too justly taxed Frederica with a habit 
of hazarding exaggerated anticipations* 

" My dear Fred. ! " cried her brother, drop* 
ping the Morning Post to take her offered 
hand, — " I am come to throw myself on your 
mercy ; and in case you should harden your 
heart against me, to bully you into commisera- 
tion. It is now useless to deny your connivance 
in Lucy's plots, — ^the affair of last night 
convinces me you have been in her confidence 
throughout; — ^and unless you choose to explain 
the whole truth and reveal your fair friend, 
whether as fiend or angel, — ^prepare for my 
worst vengeance as a brother and an enemy." 

*' And can you really imagine," cried Frede- 
rica, '^ that I am sufficiently blind or indifferent 
to your interests to have any share in the plans 
and projects of such a person? You must 
apply to mamma, or Rawleigh, or the Lees, 
for any information you may require ; — I have 
learned nothing on the subject, but that a 
blank card was procured for her from Lord 
Calder through the interference of Lady Sophia. 
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give tctteraace to those acluiowledgments which 
now brought tears into the eyes o( Lady Raw* 
leigh. They had not, however, been wholly 
unsought on Frederica's part Indignant to 
perceive tiie neglect evinced by Lord Launcies^ 
ton towards his wealthy bride, she more than 
hinted to Lecmora her sorprise that no part had 
been offered him or been sought by him in the 
Princesse de Gu6m^6e's party; and her manner 
was so much that of sisteiiy interrogation, that 
the Queen of the Fairies was deeply touched by 
her sjrmpathy. — With blushes and Altering 
tones more genuine than are usually to be found 
at a fancy-ball — she murmured a confession that 
she had long been anxious for a few words of 
explanation with Lord Launceston's sister. 

" Nothing,** said poor Leonom, ** would have 
restrained my desire to tell you all the afflicting 
embarrassment of my situati<m, but the cer- 
tainty that you would consider me guilty of 
presumptuous familiarity. Believe me I am 
fully aware of the distance between us ; — nay ! 
even of your own sense of its immenmty. Yet 
80 desirous am I of obtaining your good <^ 
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nion^ liiat I woald Tentnre mxich to expltiin to 
yoa the pftkiful nature of my oonnexioa with 
Lord LauncestooL . I am persuaded you must 
be aware of the trutjhy— -that all my folly is fully 
known to you; — ^and I tremble to think of the 
gtxangth and rashness of an attachment which 
has induced me to risk the happioesa of my 
life on so wild a cast.'' 

Frederica was hesitating whether to enter 
more fully into the subject and in som^ mea<<- 
sure Qpen Misa Waddlestone's eyes to the cri« 
tical positum of her engagement, when the nan» 
of Miss Elbany was suspended on her lips by 
the approach of Messrs. Dynley and Indice; 
vrhoy perc^ving two persons ei^aged in an in? 
terestiog dialogue and manifestly in retreat 
fixxn intrusacm, considered it th^r duty as dis- 
agreeable members of society to interpose with 
all the. officious importunity of idle questions 
and laborious attendance. Till Prince Albert 
made his appearance to claim his partner, they 
fastened a most vigilant guardianship on their 
victims. 

But after all, neither the husband nor the 
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lover, — the friend nor the brother, — ^the btother's 
chosen, nor the brother's rejected,— formed' the 
most perplexing subject of Lady Rawlrigh's 
musings. — Through some coincidence equally 
strange with that originating Lord Calder's 
sighs and Leonora's tears, Mrs. William Ers- 
kyne had taken it into her little head to appear 
at the f(§te at once in the character of Una, and 
of— fl dun ! — ^and scarcely had Indice and Dyn- 
ley withdrawn their persecution, when Louisa 
sauntered towards her friend's retreat, and 
niched herself into the window of whispers va- 
cated by Oberon's Queen. 

" I wish myself joy of the luck of finding 
you alone, Frederica," said she, passing her 
hand through her own silken ringlets, and 
affecting a yawn of exhaustion to conceal her 
embarrassment. " I have called on you twice 
within these three days (like Howell and James's 
collecting clerk), with my * small account ; ' — 
but whether you were riding with your new 
duenna, Lady Sophia, or had preternatural 
warnings of an unpaid bill, — certes you remained 
invisible." 



Itimdelf in a bhaar from mere inability to statad^ 
"I thank you for yonr prompt candour;-^ 
thank you, Frederica, for your consideration foa 
my honour, — your tenderness for your c^ 
reputation ; — ^your self-denial amid the temjita- 
tions of society ;«—- your ei^mess to deilerre my 
confidence. I thank you^^-^I thank y6u/' ht 
cried— invohmtarily smiting i^ fofehead Mitik 
his clenched hand-—'' for sh^ng me to the 
whole world as the poor, degraded, miserable 
fool I am!"— * • 

" What the devil do you mean ! '^ cried thf 
intemperate Launceston,— -his previous displiea* 
sure excited to fury by this inexplicable attack 
upon hfs sister. ^If you have any serious 
charge to make against Lady Rawleigb,—- 1 am 
here,— ready to—'* 

'* Launceston ! *' said Sir Brooke, with great 
feeling and some dignity, ''This is no time 
for foolish bluster. Had Prederica's conduct 
incurred what you would call a serious charge, 
or if I used the word dishonour in its worst 
sense,— you had not found me in her presence 
or in your'sj—we could not have met again 
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eocaptng from the effluvia of expiring lamps, 
dying tapers, fading flowers, and stale Eau de 
Colc^ne, to the ^resh breeze of the early day, 
and the silence of her ovm chamber. 
' Frederica had been often consdous of the 
lelief produced on the fSte-fevered frame by 
a similar vicissitude ; had often refreshed her 
-farow from the dust of the crowded fe&^val by 
^ eoolii^ ablution : — ^had often thrown open her 
^mndow to enjoy an atmosphere still pure from 
Ihe sooty exhalations of fifty-thousand hearths, 
«-^ill unshaken by the vociferation of a million 
iiid a half of human beings* — But never bad 
idle fdlt 80 agreeably released &om the sense of 
ttioral and physical oppression as when,-*-eX'- 
changing the motley glare of the Calder masque 
lor the calm seclusion of home^—^he leant her 
cheek upon her hand, to muse over the miracles 
of the night. 

^ There appeared no solution to its mysteries, — 
HO end to its annoyances ! From the coldness 
of Sir Brooke's demeanour towards her, to th^ 
alarming warmth of Lord Calder's devotion,—- 
ffom her brother's nonchalance, to Lady So* 



/ 
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phia's officious interference^ — ^£rom Miss El- 
bany's unabasfaable presumption, to Leonora's 
childidi in&tuation, — all was inexplicable — all 
distressing ! 

While Lady Blanche, and Lady Barbara, 
and Louisa Erskjrne, and others still more fair, 
still more^ artful, still more enyious, returned 
home burning with indignation at the honours 
bestowed by the lord of the revels on a person- 
age so little resplendent as Lady Rawkigh— or 
as Minna Troil, — at the remembrance of Fred- 
erica in her simple robe of muslin and tartan, 
leading the Polonaise and sharing the velvet 
canopy of the royal supp^ table presided by Lord 
Calder,*— «nd of themselves in all their bri^t 
array of gold and diamonds reduced to the 
total eclipse of an inferior position, — the object 
of their jealousy had not a thought nor a recol- 
lection to bestow on these superfluous honours. 
Instead of pluming herself on the distinctions 
of the ev^iing, she regarded the Calder House 
festivities as a source of unequivocal humiliati(m 
to herself, and anxiety on the behalf of those 
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who were dearest to lier. Mibs Elbany had 
suddenly re-appeared on the stage, as if emit- 
ted by the trapdoor of a pantomime, and all 
her suspicions of Rawleigh were again awaken- 
ing; — and as to Leonora, — poor Leonora,— -poor 
dear Leonora,— -the business was really too de- 
plorable, and the tears came into her own hazel 
eyes as she thought of it ! — ^That everthe Honour- 
able Lady Rawleigh of Rawleighford, should 
live to weep over her noble brother's infidelities 
to the heiress of Waddlestone and Co, ! — 

It is certain that people who live in the world, 
— or rather who never live out of the world, — 
are compelled to seize upon very extraordinary 
moments for their confidences and declarations ! 
There is not a third-rate belle of a second-rate 
country town, who would pour her soft sorrows 
into the bosom of a sympathizing friend, in any 
situation less romantic than a bower full of moon- 
light, or a wood full of nightingales; — there is 
not a small attorney throughout the wolds or 
wilds of Yorkshire, who would offer his little 
self, his little business, and his little heritage to 



bike's moudiy and even with Lord Launoesioi 
himself on occasion of Lord Calder's myste» 
rious visit in the absaice of Sir Brooke, was the 
servant delegated by his lady to convey her 
letter and endosore to Calder-house: and diat 
having been trained, as has been already o1>» 
served, in sernoes of the highest fitshion, he was 
unwilling to r^vwn ignorant on a pcnnt alread]^ 
so much in diqmte in the various still-roomi 
and servants'Thalls of his acquaintance, as the 
intimacy between " my lord " and " my lady." 
The under-housemaid in Bruton-street had ex- 
pressed some curiosity on the subject; and 
Lord Calder'B own man was by no means ia-^ 
different. . , In sbeart, hiadfiliberations ended with; 
opening, the letter; i»Kl.afier ceding to this 
fijst tenptationyrHin appropriatuig the consents 
to . bisi own use! — rHaving thiown off JBIir 
^Kooke'fi Uvery ,€n pcetex^.oC visiting a. dyinjg 
pai:e«t^. and^ ipaedSy dissipated the £fty m|; 
^wienty-ponnd notes, Jkfr. Thomas, was. at lengAi 
induced to present the biadc4>iUy«-«]id was 
410V ill e«stody.on suspicion of theft.; Lady 
Aftwleigh in .hfT ignorance ni business ha^vjaig 



158 FIN MONET. 

give tctteraace to those acluiowledgments whidi 
now brought tears into the eyes of Lady Raw* 
leigh. They had not, however, been wholly 
unsought on Frederica's part Indignant to 
perceive tiie neglect evinced by Lord Laondes^ 
ton towards his wealthy bride, she more than 
bmted to Lecmora her sorprise that no part had 
been offered him or been sought by him in the 
Princesse de Gu6m^6e's party ; and her manner 
was so much that of sisterly interrogation, that 
the Queen of the Fairies was deeply touched by 
her sympathy.— With blushes and faltering 
tones more genuine than are usually to be found 
at a fancy-ball — she murmured a confession that 
she had long been anxious for a few words of 
explanation with Lord Launceston's sister. 

*' Nothing," said poor Leonora, ** would have 
restrained my desire to tell you all the afflicting 
embarrassment of my situati<m, but the cer- 
tainty that you would consider me guilty of 
presumptuous familiarity. Believe me I am 
fully aware of the distance between us ; — nay ! 
even of your own sense of its immenmty. Yet 
80 desirous am I of obtaining your good <^ 
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nvofOy liiat I would Tentnre mxich to expltiin to 
yoa the pftkiful nature of my oonnexioa with 
Lord LauncestooL . I am persuaded you must 
be aware of the truth,— that all my folly is fully 
known to you; — ^and I tremble to think of the 
«tE«ngth and rashness of an attachment which 
has induced me to risk the happiness of my 
life on so wild a cast.'' 

Frederica was hesitating whether to enter 
more fully into the subject and in s(Hne mea<- 
sure open Miss Waddlestone's eyes to the cri- 
tical positum of her engagement, when the nan» 
of Miss Elbany was suspended on her lips by 
the approach of Messrs, Dynley and Indice; 
vrhoy perceiving two persons ei^aged in an ior 
teresting dialogue and manifestly in retreat 
from intrusa<m, considered it th^r duty as dis- 
agreeable members of society to interpose with 
all the officious importunity of idle questions 
and laborious attendance* Till Prince Albert 
Blade his appearance to claim his partner, they 
fastened a most vigilant guardianship on their 
victims. 

But after all, neither the husband nor the 
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lover, — the friend nor the brother, — ^the brother's 
chosen, nor the brother's rejected,— formed' the 
most perplexing subject of Lady Rawl^gh's 
musings. — ^Through some coincidence equally 
strange with that originating Lord Calder's 
sighs and Leonora's tears, Mrs. William Ers- 
kyne had taken it into her little head to appear 
at the f(Ste at once in the character of Una, and 
of— fl dun ! — and scarcely had Indice and Dyn- 
ley withdrawn their persecution, when Louisa 
sauntered towards her friend's retreat, and 
niched herself into the window of whispers va- 
cated by Oberon's Queen. 

" I wish myself joy of the luck of finding 
you alone, Frederica," said she, passing her 
hand through her own silken ringlets, and 
affecting a yawn of exhaustion to conceal her 
embarrassment* ** I have called on you twice 
within these three days (like Howell and James's 
collecting clerk), with my * small account ; ' — 
but whether you were riding with your new 
duenna. Lady Sophia, or had preternatural 
warnings of an unpaid bill, — certes you remained 
invisible." 



CaMtt*g> trtMH»ftfi|.iie foioflt Imaself iic± ladp 
fiaocdipcz&otlyai hk ease/ bat tau^bt to iott 
tibatJm^ mm >ooii£Bntag %. fafoor b|t<«ski]]|p aMi 
2jflDniue8lott;mui tnilyaj^ &rTeix% attadied^ti 
ikfli aurter it^-iiec marria^ imd > liia ovn engegB^ 
lunts haii^UifttnieyiasdiiieiBeaMue interfe^^ 
nsdk tfaa-coume of their warm and exckudne at^i' 
tKbttienjt^.and.foar fiome weeks past heliaA 
imtm begva to consider her more as the lashioo^ 
aiile. liadjr .Bjwieigh; tfaaa as his ^wa dear 
gende liide Fnederica; but no sooner was due 
SBCsaaeed with vusiztterpretation^ and surrounded 
by vexations, than he remembered her only-fff 
the tender, timid, relying sister, who had loved 
lum^aor fei^y throughout her various st^ea.of 
ditldhood, girihood, and womanhood ; — whose 
Barney and feme, and heartVbk)od were so inr 
tnsiRtely kindred with bis own. 

On finding, dierefi»re, in Lord Calder, aa 
eager participator in his anxieiy to spare h&c 
feeling and render this unpleasant affair aa 
private as possible, he experienced a moment wf 
conviction that the courteous andwelLbred bro* 
ther of Lady Rochester was a far more civilized 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Yon to whom nature 
Gave with a liberal band most excellent form, 
With education, language, and discourse 
And judgment to distinguish ; when j-ou shall 
With feeling sorrow understand how wretched 
And miserable you have made yourself. 
And but yourself haye nothing to accuse, 
^Can you with hope, from any beg compassion 1 

THE UTTLE FRENCH LAWYER. 

The morning sun was shining brightly on 
the roses and pinks in Lady Rawleigh's dress- 
ing-room window when, being at length dis- 
encumbered of her Scottish costume and Mrs. 
Pasley's attendance, she threw herself down on 
the sofa, — in the luxurious ease of solitude, and 
a cambric peignoir; — ^to enjoy the freshness of 
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the air, and meditate over the signs and 
wonders of the clamorous crowd at Calder 
House from which she had just escaped. 

The fragrance of the early mom is a long- 
established theme for the eloquence of all bud- 
ding poets, heroines of a vicarage-breakfast- 
table, and worshippers of sweet syllabub and 
sweet sentiment throughout the world. The hay- 
field, — the bean-field, — the hawthorn-hedge, 
— ^the rose just washed in a shower, and the 
woodbine just budding in a bower,— have had 
honourable mention in all collections of select 
poetry, — whether invested in calf " for the use 
of schools," or invested in morocco and album- 
tabby, for the use of lords and ladies a£9icted 
with a dull country-house or a procrastinating 
cook* But not the most sensitive of these 
ode-ous minstrels, — not the most unsophisti- 
cated hedger and ditcher of England's fifty-twQ 
counties, — ^not the white-robed damsel of the 
parsonage, — not the " kwinthon-wobed Petr 
waach of the Capitol," — was ever half sp 
skilled to appreciate the charms of '^ the in? 
cense-breathing mom," as a London fine ladyi 

H 3 
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eecaping frem the effluvia of expiring lamps, 
dijing tapers, fading flowers, and stale Eau de 
Cologne, to the ^resh breeze of the early day, 
and the silence of her own chamber. 
' Frederica had been often consdous of the 
lelief produced on the f^te-fevered frame by 
a similar vicissitude ; had often refreshed her 
iirow from the dust of the crowded festival by 
a eooUng ablution : — ^had often thrown open her 
^window to enjoy an atmosphere still pure firom 
ilie sooty exhalations of fifty-thousand hearths, 
<*-«till unshaken by the vociferation of a million 
mad a half of human beings, — But never had 
idle fdt so agreeably released firom the sense of 
moral and physical oppression as when,— ex* 
changing the motley glare of the Calder masque 
for the calm seclusion of home/--^he leant her 
eheek upon her hand, to muse over the miracles 
of the night. 

^ There appeared no solution to its mysteries,-*- 
no end to its annoyances ! From the coldness 
of Sir Brooke's demeanour towards her, to th^ 
alarming warmth of Lord Calder's devotion,— 
fipom her brother's nonchalance, to Lady So* 



/ 
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phia's affidoas interference^ — ^firom Miss El- 
baay's unabasliable presumption^ to Leonora's 
childish in&tuation, — all was inexplicable — all 
distressing! 

While Lady Blanche, and Lady Barbara, 
and Louisa Erskyne, and others still more fair, 
still more^ artful, still more envious, returned 
hoiae burning with indignation at the honours 
bestowed by the lord of the revels on a person* 
age so little resplendent as Lady Rawleigh— or 
as Minna Troil, — at the remembrance of Fred- 
corica in her simple robe of muslin and tartan, 
leading the Polonaise and sharing the velvet 
canopy of the royal snpp^ table presided by Lord 
Calder,— -«nd of themselves in all their bri^t 
array of gold and diamonds reduced to the 
total eclipse of an inferior position, — the object 
of their jealousy had not a thought nor a rec(d« 
lection to bestow on these superfluous honours* 
Instead of pluming herself on the distinctions 
of the evening, she regarded the Calder House 
festivities as a source of unequivocal humiliatkm 
to herself, and anxiety on the behsdf of those 
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who were dearest to h^. Miss Elbany had 
suddenly re^appeared on the stage, as if emit- 
ted by the trapdoor of a pantomime, and all 
her suspicions of Rawleigh were again awaken- 
ing; — and as to Leonora, — ^poor Leonora,-— poor 
dear Leonora,— -the business was really too de- 
plorable, and the tears came into her own hazel 
eyes as she thought of it ! — That everthe Honour- 
able Lady Rawleigh of Rawleighford, should 
live to weep over her noble brother's infidelities 
to the heiress of Waddlestone and Co. ! — 

It is certain that people who live in the w(»*ld, 
— or rather who never live out of the world, — 
are compelled to seize upon very extraordinary 
moments for their confidences and declarations ! 
There is not a third-rate belle of a second-rate 
country town, who would pour her soft sorrows 
into the bosom of a sympathizing friend, in any 
situation less romantic than a bower full of moon- 
light, or a wood full of nightingales; — there is 
not a small attorney throughout the wolds or 
wilds of Yorkshire, who would offer his little 
self, his little business, and his Uttle heritage to 
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ittett accepttoce/ in any locale less purely 
romaAtic than the co'vrslip-sprinkled tnrf 

Under the hawthorn in the dale. 

'' Aux bordi de la Durance" the soft confession 
would be murtnured to a guitar accompaniment; 
and on the lonely Carron-side, piped forth in 
" oaten stop or pastoral song." ' 

But amid the vile sophistications of the me- 
tropolis, a vast deal of love and friendship is 
necessarily made in public ; — ^proposals are ten- 
dered during the dismemberment of a chicken's 
wing; — and sentimental confidences uttered 
while Musard is screwing-up his fiddle to con- 
cert pitch. And thus it was during Lord Cal- 
der^s search after the finest brugnon a la glace 
of an extensive pyramid, for the lady of his 
thoughts, that he had presumed to breathe a few 
syllables somewhat less icy; — it was when 
Frederica had retired into the cool seclusion of 
an open window after supper, to look out on the 
illuminated gardens of Calder House, that Tita- 
nia — ^having stolen away from Puck, Pease-blos- 
som, Moth, Cobweb, and Mustard, — ^ventured to 
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give utterance to those acknoif iedgments which 
now brought tears into the eyes of Lady Raw» 
leigh. They had not, however, been wholly 
unsought on Frederica's part. Indignant to 
perceive the neglect evinced by Lord Launttes^ 
ton towards his wealthy bride, she more than 
hinted to Leonora her surprise that no part had 
been offered him or been sought by him in the 
Princesse de Gu6m^n6e's party; and her manner 
was so much that of sisteiiy interrogation, that 
the Qaeen of the Fairies was deeply touched by 
her sjrmpathy. — With blushes and faltering 
tones more genuine than are usually to be found 
at a fancy-ball — she murmured a confession that 
she had long been anxious for a few words of 
explanation with Lord Launceston's sister. 

'* Nothing,** said poor Leonora, ** would have 
restrained my desire to tell you all the afflicting 
embarrassment of my situation, but tiie cer- 
tainty that you would consider tm guilty of 
presumptuous familiarity. Believe me I am 
folly aware of the distance between us;— nay ! 
even of your own sense of its immensity. Yet 
80 desirous am I of obtaining your good opt* 
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mooy that I woold venture much to explain to 
yoa the pMiful xiature of my oonnexioa with 
Lord Launcestcm* ^ I am persuaded you must 
be aware of the truths — that ail my folly is fully 
known to you; — ^and I tremble to think of the 
atBength and rashness of an attachment which 
has induced me to risk the happiness of my 
life on so wild a casf 

Fxederica was hesitating whether to enter 
more fully into the subject and in some mea* 
sore opea Miss Waddlestone's eyes to the cri* 
tical position of her engagement, when the name 
of Miss Elbany was suspended on her lips by 
the c^proach of Messrs. Dynley and Indice; 
who^ perceiving two persons engaged in an in- 
teresting dialogue and manifestly in retreat 
fixxn intrusion, considered it their duty as dis- 
agreeable members of society to interpose with 
all the. officious importunity of idle questions 
and laborious attendance. Till Prince Albert 
Blade his appearance to claim his partner, they 
fastened a most vigilant guardianship on their 
victims. 

But after all, neither the husband nor the 
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lover, — the friend nor the brother, — ^the btother's 
chosen, nor the brother's rejected,— formed* the 
most perplexing subject of Lady Rawleigh's 
musings. — ^Through some coincidence equally 
strange with that originating Lord Calder's 
sighs and Leonora's tears, Mrs. William Ers- 
kyne had taken it into her little head to appear 
at the f(§te at once in the character of Una, and 
of— fl dun ! — ^and scarcely had Indice and Dyn- 
ley withdrawn their persecution, when Louisa 
sauntered towards her friend's retreat, and 
niched herself into the window of whispers va- 
cated by Oberon's Queen. 

" I wish myself joy of the luck of finding 
you alone, Frederica," said she, passing her 
hand through her own silken ringlets, and 
affecting a yawn of exhaustion to conceal her 
embarrassment* " I have called on you twice 
within these three days (like Howell and James's 
collecting clerk), with my ' small account ; ' — 
but whether you were riding with your new 
duenna. Lady Sophia, or had preternatural 
warnings of an unpaid bill, — certes you remained 
invisible," 
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** You imagine then that my sentence of nol 
at home is framed in contradiction to the usual 
tennsi and runs ' No exclusion except on busi* 
ness?**' 

*^ Such at least is my own ; and I think, or 
once thought, that there exists some little sym- 
pathy between our whims, and fancies, azul 
foUies!'' 

''And your small account is doubtless a ca- 
lendar of horses hired, and p&t6s devoured on 
the race-course ? — ^I am really ashamed to have 
overlooked it so long," said Lady Rawleigh, 
wishing to avoid a prolongation of this bi-anch 
of her giddy friend's discourse. 

'' By no means I'^that account is of the tini- 
est dimensions, — a mere paltry fifteen guineas, 
and scarcely worth a visit of explanation. No! 
my dear ; the grand affair is the Opera. The 
season being in its penultimate month, Laporte 
is obliged to gather together his credits and 
debits ; and ours, I am ashamed to say, amounts 
in its united enormity to three hundred pounds, 
as you will perceive by the circular letter which 
I must send you to-morrow. I am very certain^ 
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that two hundred was the sum originally speci* 
fied;— ^I could not have been so grossly mis- 
taken. But I find; on inquiring, that three is 
the universal price paid by our neighbours; and 
I conclude vre had better surrender with a 
good grace in the first instance, where we are 
certain of ultimate defeat. I have pitMnised to 
remit the money to the treasurer the beginning 
<rf next week.'*' . . i 

Now the faeaven*bom Una was too desply 
intent on vindicating her own error, or her own 
deception in the amount of the claim^to observe 
the change effected on Frederica's comxtenanoe 
by this intelligence ; and even had she notilsed 
that Minna assumed as deathlike a paleness as 
if Cleveland had that moment announced his 
lawless vocation, Louisa Erskyne would have 
found it difficult to conceive that a person at 
once so opulent and prudent as Rawl^^'s 
bride and Lady Launceston's only daughter, 
could be at any moment deficient in cash. At 
one time she had half intended to beg the re- 
maining hundred and fifty, her own portion of 
the debt, as a loan from her friend ; when a re- 
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collection of those romoured losses at Ash Bank 
which had reached her ears through her friend 
and gossip Lady Barbara, suggested the possi- 
bility of a refiisaL She had theref<H'e hastened 
to levy her supplies in a far more dangerous 
quarter; and having now exonerated herself from 
the stigma of a wilful misstatement of the price 
of .the Opera-box^ had neither susfacion of nor 
inteiest in the disorder which her carelessness 
might hayepioduced in Frederica's finances. 

'' I was not prepared for* so kige a sum,^ 
was Lady Rawleigh's leply, and uttered with 
the tranquiiUty of despair ; ^ but if you con* 
eider the claim a fairone, I will take care not to 
disappoint you* How very handsome Lady 
Rochester is looking to-night/' she continued, 
in order to evade a further chapter on finance. 
f' She grows younger and prettier than Lady 
Wandesfbrd.'' 

** Yes ! her own efforts do Delcroix ampk 
justice ; — ^no one is half so religious in her adora- 
tion of ' the cosmetic powers*' Calder, I per- 
ceive, has assisted her splendour with the 
fiunily casket for this occaiuon) and made her 
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at once the queen of diamonds and the queen 
of hearts. By the way^ my dear Fred.^ who is 
the amphibious monster^ half-mermaid, half* 
maniac, appended to your gn>iq> ? — ^Is she in- 
tended as a foil to Minna or to Brenda, — or is it 
Lord Launceston's tutor in disguise,— -or Cap- 
tain Cleveland's master's-^mate ?" 

'' It is Lady Sophia Lee's Swiss footman, as 
you are probably well aware," replied Lady 
Rawleigh in the same bantering vein. ** We 
fancied he might be useful in the crowd.'' 

** I should have thought Lord Calder's at- 
tendance would have insured your safety,'' said 
Louisa in a tone of pique. '^ He has been at- 
tached like a bailiff to your footsteps the whole 
evening." 

" To follow up your ingenious simile, you had 
better intrust him with the interest of your 
' small account,' " observed her friend, rising from 
her seat, in order to terminate the conversation. 

'^ Indeed ! — ^has he so soon been installed 
the master of your mint ? — ^After all, you very 
prudish people do the most outrageous things 
in, the world !" But a whole current of itnper- 



\ 
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tinence was arrested on her bitteor lips^ by the 
bpportune arrival of Sir Brooke Rawleighand 
Lady Sophia; — one of whom she systematically 
avoided from dislike^ and the other from awe. 
They came to inquire for Noma and the Pirate, 
and to propose departure; — and thus ended Lady 
Rawleigh's evening of joy and triumph,' — and 
such was the concluding distress which embit- 
tered her matin cogitations on her return to the 
dressing-room!—- tr- 

Ye garrulous London sparrows! — who append 
your procreant cradles to the coignes of vantage 
of Nash's Palmyrene capitals, and torture us 
with premature chirpings; — ^ye Gaelic milk- 
maids ! who deposit at our doors your jangling 
padls; — ^ye nigrescent cupids of Erebus! whose 
shrill announcements and pungent sacks impor- 
tunately recal the beneficence of May-day 
Montagu; — ^ye water-carts, who slake the 
thirsty streets with your Grand Junction tears, 
and shake them with your rumbling wheels, — 
ye panniered dispensers of our daily bread, or 
daily rolls, — ^ye single knocks, obnoxious to the 
ear of the fisusbicmable bankrupt, — why can ye 
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not delay for an hour or two your concert of 
harsh discords and unpleasmg sharps^ on the 
morning succeeding a f6te! — ^The sleepless 
beauty cherishing the imaginary echoes of the 
soft whisper of tenderness so long anticipated, 
so quickly evanescent, — ^Lady Rawleigh con- 
ning over her unpaid bills, — Lord George ham- 
mering over his unfinished sonnet, — ^unite in re- 
viling your importunate clamour, and exclaim- 
ing with the bard that " ye murder sleep !'* — 
It was not till the progress of time had set in 
motion the demie-fortunes of the early apothe- 
caries, that Frederica closed her eyes cm her 
afflictions and determinations to apply to her 
mother for advice and assistance ^-^t was not 
till the afternoon sunshine had brought out the 
butterflies of fashion, that she opened them 
again on Pasley's announcement that Lord 
Launceston was waiting for her in the draw^ 
ing-room. 

Languid and dispirited, she hurried through 
her toilet in the certainty that her brother was 
come to magnify the measure of her vexations 
by some untoward announcement; — ^perhaps of 



HN MONEY. 167 

bis rupture with Titania, — ^perhaps of his en^ 
gagement to Mis Elbany^ — for Lady Sophia 
had only too justly taxed Frederica with a habit 
of hazarding exaggerated anticipations. 

" My dear Fred, ! *' cried her brother, drop- 
ping the Morning Post to take her offered 
hand, — " I am come to throw myself on your 
mercy ; and in case you should harden your 
heart against me, to bully you into conunisera- 
tion. It is now useless to deny your connivance 
in Lucy's plots, — ^the affair of last night 
convinces me you have been in her confidence 
throughout; — and unless you choose to explain 
the whole truth and reveal your fair friend, 
whether as fiend or angel, — ^prepare for my 
worst vei^eance as a brother and an enemy/' 

'* And can you really imagine,'' cried Frede- 
rica, " that I am sufficiently blind or indifferent 
to your interests to have any share in the plans 
and projects of such a person? You must 
apply to mamma, or Rawleigh, or the Lees, 
for any information you may require ;— • J have 
learned nothing on the subject, but that a 
blank card was procured for her from Lord 
Calder through the interference of Lady Sophia. 



1. 
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Had I been previously apprized of the fad^ 
believe me nothing would have induced me to 
appear at the fSte in connexion with an obscure 
adventurer, whose conduct naturally produces 
very unfavourable impressions of her character." 
" Ladies, my dear sister, who live of their 
own free choice in intimate association with the 
Mrs. Erskynes and Lady Blanches of the day,* 
would do well to moderate the ferocity of their 
prudery. You have nothing to uige s^aitist 
Lucy but her poverty, which compels her to ac- 
cept a situation in our family unworthy her 
talents and her excellence.** 

" And which she prudently turns to account 
by entangling the affections of the son of her 
patroness, and accepting the caresses of her son- 
in-law !'* 

" What do you mean to insinuate, Frede- 
rica ! '' cried Lord Launceston starting from the 
sofa, with an air of stem heroism which would 
have done infinite credit to his Pirate of the 
preceding night. 

'* To insinuate — ^nothing ; but simply to assert 
that your immaculate Lucy was detected by two 
ladies— (not Mrs. Erskyne and Lady Blanche 
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hnt two women whose respectability equals 
their rank) — *' 

f ' Go on, — go on !— of what use is that idle 
parenthesis ? — ^was detected, you say ? "— 

'' — In the act of blushing her approval, while 
Sir Brooke Rawleigh covered her hand with 
kisses." 

"Insolent blockhead ! " 

" Such are the consequences of familiarity 
with persons of Miss Elbany's intriguing cha- 
racter ; — and yoii must at least allow me to 
doubt the propriety of admitting them into — " 

" The chaste society of Lady Rochester ! 
But pray what explanation does your husband 
offer for his folly? " 

"I have sought none; having been bound 
by a promise to my informant to take no further 
steps in the affair." 

'^ I always entertain the worst opinion of your 
sneaking, hypocritical^ prosing, proper-behaved 
gentlemen ! " cried Launceston in a rage« 
" Were I not fettered by my unfoxtunate en* 
gagements to the Waddlestone family — ^^ 

" Unfortunate !" interrupted^ his sister. "Leo* 

VOL. III. I 
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Bora is oxdj too good and too chaiming to. lie 
sacrificed in a manner so unworthy." 

'' By Heavens ! she is an angel ! " exdaimed 
Launceston, in the honesty of his enthusiasm. 
^^ But believe me—" 

No further demand, however, was destiii^ 
to be made on Lady Rawleigh's credence ;-—for 
a,t that moment, Sir Brooke burst into the room, 
— ^his face as wbite as death,^ — ^his lips quiver- 
jug;-— and with an air as little '^ sneaking, hy* 
pocritical, or prosaic," as that of the most int* 
proper-<behaved gentleman in London. Lauur- 
ceston, who had cherished a strong previous 
inclination to knock him down on occasion, of 
their first encounter, was actually startled into 
silence by his obvious distress and agitation. 

'' May I inquire," said the disordered baro- 
net, addressing Frederica in a low but concen- 
trated voice, '' whether you can remember to 
whom you paid the bill and bank-note yoa 
received from Ru^s?" 

- ^ To-4o Lord Calder ! " faltM-ed Lady Raw- 
leigh, growing almost as pale as her husband* 

<'I thank yon,'' replied Sir Brooke, placing 
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Mmietf in a elimr from mere inability to tsti^oA, 
"I thank you for yonr prompt candour;-— I 
thank you, Fredenca, for your consideration for 
my honour, — your tendemiess for your cM?W 
reputation ; — ^your self-denial amid the tempta- 
tions of society ;'— your eagerness to deserve my 
confidence. I thank you, — 1 thank ydu,^* ht 
cried— invohintarily smiting i^ foiiehead wfA 
his clenched hand—" for sh^ng me to Ac 
whole world as tiie poor, degnuied, misenMe 
fool I am!"— . 

" What the devil do you mean ! *' cried thf 
intemperate Launceston,— his previous displea« 
sure excited to fury by this inexplicable attack 
upon bTs sister. ^ If you have any serious 
charge to make against Lady Rawieigb,— I am 
here, — ^ready to—'* 

'* Launceston!*' said' Sir Brooke, with great 
feeling and some dignity, ''This is no time 
for foolish bluster. Had Frederica's conduct 
incurred what t/ou would call a serious charge^ 
or if I used the word dishonour in its worst 
sense,— you had not found me in her presence 
or in your'sj'^we could not have met again 
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under thi» rooC But when I find my: wiife estt 
gaged in secret transactions of a pocunikr]^ 
latature with a man of the most notodously IkeiH 
jtious chaxacter-*— '' ♦ > 

" Allow me to say, Sir," cried Lord Launces^ 
0n,— *percdtying that Frederica was incapable of 
uttering a syllable, — " that there is nothing pe* 
puliarly secret in an affair transacted imder the 
pbseryation of Ikme two hundred individuals; 
However blamable my sister's losses at play, 
they were incur^d in the presence of the whole 
party at As>h Bank, and in some degree at 
the instigation, or through the folly of Lady 
Plivia." 

<*Play!" murmured poor Rawleigli,— *wlio 
had long lodced upon 6cart6 as one of the 
darling snares spread by Satan for the entrap 
ment of womankind. *^ My wife a gambler !— » 
Lady Rawleigh branded with the shame of so 
gross a vice !" and he literally shuddered at the 
idea. 

" A single error, — a solitary inadvertence, — ^ 
repented of, and unrepeated, scarcely deserves 
this violence/' said Lord Launceston, bluntly ; 



>jnW UONKT^ 



|73 



foT' his rcoent di^overy of Rawleigh's pecca* 
dilloes served in a great measure to extenuate 
HI Ais opinion the folly or criminality of hts 
sister. '^ Frederica's indiscretion on this occa^ 
sion — " 

! " Has suflSced/* cried Sir Brooke, *'to ex* 
pose her to the censures of the world, and plaee 
an irrerocable stigma on her reputation. The 
whole affair must instantly become public. The 
servant to whom Lady Rawleigh intrusted the 
confidential letter contaming the amount of her 
debts, has feloniously embezzled the money,—* 
will die on the gallows ; — while I — " 

He paused; — for a deep groan and heavy 
falLiHi the floor, announced that poor Fredenca 
had dropped from her seat in a state of insen^ 
sibiKty!— 
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^- ^f Sfy influMe^ ?— -I^WMld not roly4mit to^e*- 
tennihe his'ohbic8t>f a Mw waist^ost^l^Ok^ t» I 
-^ydtt shaft hfti^^a B^udi mofe pdteiittiatajd- 
liary. I shall secure the inteiference of a pei^ 
sM >wha has ^Ihe ^r^test weight "with^^ Sir 
Brooke ;— one who will not allow him to' trifle 
v/iGi fofnii bappmess a^d hfe owi^.^ ' ^ *^ ' " 

^FVederica started ^—Th^re was^ nidr nulMikitlg 
the iitferett6e;--4lierib was no possibility of^kubt^' 
ing that Miss Elbany's influence OTer'her'bufl^ 
badd was about to be propitiatedinherfavbttr. 
-^fler spirit recoiled from such a degradation ! - 
" I thank you !-^I have no doi*t you meaa ' 
td^^abt kindly' by me/' daid she "tnth a ^^uddcia 
r^geratioii^of BMmner/ ^< but I ami sati^fidd 
that when a woman requires the adVoeation of 
a partizan to mediate between herself and her 
hMbandy her cause is naught !" 

^' What a jealous little soul it ial ** said 
Lady Sophia, who was already preparing finr 
departure, and now approached to pat her 
cheek with a most provoking air of superiority. 
''Won't it accept the assistance of such a 
shabby piece of goods as its mamma's com* 



lake's moutb^ and evai with Lord Launoeatott 
himsdf on occasion of Lord Calder's myste* 
lious visit in the absaice of Sir BnxJce, was the 
servant delegated by his lady to omvey hec 
letter and enclosore to Calder-faouseT and tliat 
having been trained, as has been already ob^ 
served, in senaoes of the highest £ishion| he was 
unwilling to r^naia ignorant; pn » point alresd]^ 
80 musdi m dis^te in the various stiU-ioooM 
and servants'-halls of his acquaintance, as the 
intimacy between " my lord " and " my lady.** 
The under-housemakl in Bruton-^eet had ex- 
pressed some coriosdty on the sub^t; and 
Lord Calder's own man was by no means ia<* 
^iflferent, , In sbeort, hiadeliberations exuded with: 
opening, thel^^ter;; Mid^,afibsr.. ceding to Hbm 
&st teaiptation^r^ apfur^riating the contents 
io . bisi own use.!— rHaving thrown off J^ 
3Piiroo)Le'fi lii^ry^CMi pmtef^,{tfMvi»ting a.dyim; 
paitevl^. and.iipeedily dissipated; tfaei£%>^^ 
Iwenty^-ponnd notes, jy(r» TJ|iMinas<was,altleiigAi 
induced to present tbd bm^ttnttrHaaid wps 
now ill inntody : on «as{$Kionf <>f. ^lef^ buly 
in JkfT %noranoe. ^eC basiiafes^ ha^ripig 
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omitted to endorse the doeomei^^ and tiiiii 
em\)ezzlef b^ing unable to give a satisfactorjr 
ftceount of the mode by which it came into bis^ 
pofisession, he was detained for fnrther inveati^ 
gatioa of the affair. '^ Frederica Rawleigh/' 
in whose favoar the bill was. drawn, was ac^ 
cordingly summoned to iappear in Bow-street j 
and eleven o'clock on the following morning 
was appointed by the solicitor to the Bank for 
the re-exananation of the parties/ Nothing in 
short could be more distressing than the pub^ 
licity and peculiarities of the case; and Lord 
Launceston could not but sympathize in the 
profound mortification of his brother-4n-law, od 
becoming first acquainted with his wife^s indoK 
cretions through so afflicting a channel. 

But what were the feelings of -poor Ffe*' 
derica herself, when having summoned her 
brother to her dressing-room, she was gradually 
and considerately made acquainted with the 
piEurticulars of the afiair! Her first grief 
naturally arose from finding herself the indirect 

cause of a fellow-creature's guilt,— -a fellow* 
creature's ignominious death ;— her next, front 
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Iter bmsband^d deiqi andmented displeaifar^! 
tier last/ from die dtscbreiy that Lord Cdlder^f 
increased Amliarity of demeanour towards h^ 
had proceeded from a belief tiiat slie was iti hii 
{^jMrer,-r-his debtor without compunotioH %m 
^^logy. Deeply did she loathe and tej^nt 
tl^ folly which had placed hto in so dta^ 
honoured a position ! 

. iN'or was the business amended wheti, afteir 
& visit to GrayVinn (and poor Sir Brookii 
GCNuld not but rerert to the motives o( Ins tt^ 
quent journeys towards that factolry of ''deeds 
without a name" during his pn-money^^oid**' 
jointure deliberations the preceding year)/ the 
husband and lm)dier ascertained that her ladyf 
ship's personal appearance was indispensaUd]^ 
and that Lord Calder himself would be required 
to give evidence and prosecute^ as one of the 
defrauded parties i — 'Lord Laundsstoii who felQ 
in spite of his constitutional levity and in4"^ 
consideration, ihe urgent necessiijr t>f strict 
prudence in conducting the affiiiry and of 
adopting for Frederica's sake ev^ry measure 
likely to diminish its publicity, wisely laid 

13 



fMe 4iw ttfsgiiattm to Caldw Hnase tittiBl 
||p«opnetdi:^4uid hastened 41^^ ia ncpbaa tk« 
iKicinnmi and lequast bis lonbUp^to^-^pemtiotti 
fie lbf«id die garkundfl^ and trkuBplud aBcheii^ 
f2id ieoapovanf <H:che6tnui in tlie ebt of Toaieval^ 
imd the majuion still aadeafed fipomi^d^- 
tttratioBS :Of the preoeding ni^ii. Bufc Lud 
Launceston's name proved a UpeU insurii^tin^ 
jDodiate admittance ; and he was ushered onto 
a littk secluded book*rocini> iwtettcbed by the 
diionlers of the reoo^ £6te^ and <t idl ttmet 
wetaxe from the intnisicai c^ woiidfy damanai 
tftd importuute visiton* 
' Thi^re is perhaps no memeni in whidi the 
duurm of high4>reeding is so etrobgly fiilt^ as 
that which compels a person to sedk a conce»» 
skm fiom one by birth or accident his superioiv 
whose goodwill he has never previously sooght 
to conciliate* lA>rd XdMinceston was aware that 
be had demeaned himself on many occasional 
Ivith singular ungraciousness towards the {no* 
prietor of- the gorgeous palace and ui^netend*- 
ing but exquisite chamber into which he was 
new introduced ; but from the moment of Laid 



CMui^U} ^eatitBMfte^i hd tciumi.haxaaeli mA mif 
fiaoedipcrfeotlyfti his etee/ buitau^ to,fiM|t 
tiad;Alijft jtrw^eoolemag a fanrajr by.askaa|pi9Mi 
JbumeestoBL; viur trvfy axxl &rTeii% attadied^fai 
lis «8ter!r-«H«cttiamaigeflfld> Ills ovs. engager 
iHBiils had^kifttriMiyms^iieiiieMiii&.iiilie^^ 
milk the toujie of tlieir wann aoid txckiaice: «tr 
tadhEikient^.andJQr fiome weeks past b& JiaA 
Tflfeni begwi to consider her mare as the liifihmii* 
a^ Lady Bjvwleigfa, than as his -own deor 
gentle littie Fnederiea ; but no sooner was ■. dn^ 
aa c Btced with joisiittei^retation^and surroiuided 
by vexations^ than he i^emembered her oaly4UI 
the tender, timid, relying sief^, who had loved 
himso fondly throaghouA her yarious sti^^<€^ 
ditidhood, girikood, and womanhood; — wbope 
aamei and hsae, and heartVblood w€fe so i4b» 
tbaatdty kindred with j^ own* . > / 

On finding, thare£ore, in Lord CaMer, an; 
eager, participator m his anxiety tc^ sparer bet 
feelings and render tbia unpleasant affair as 
private as poasible^he experienced a manaeatary 
conviction that the courteous andwafiUbeed bra^ 
ther of Lady Rochester was a far mate eivilized 
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under: thi»roo€» 'But when I find my^wiife e»4 
gaged in secret transactions of 'a pocuniiorjF 
mature with a man of the; most notoiiously litem 
jtiouB cbaxacter-*— '^ , ! ' - 

'^ Allow me to say, Sir/' cried Lord Launoes^ 
ion>-^perceiying that Frederica was incapable of 
uttering a syllable, — '^ that there is nothing pe* 
puliarly secret in an affair transacted under the 
pbser^ation of Ikme iwo hundred individuals; 
However blamable my sister's losses at play, 
they were incurAd in the presence of the whole 
party at As[h Bank, and in some degree at 
the instigation, oi^ through the folly of Lady 
PUvia," 

' '^PlayT' murmured poor Rawleigfa,— *wbo 
had long lodced upon 6cart6 as one of the 
darling snares spread by Satan for the entrap^ 
ment of womatikind. *^ My wife a gambler !— 
Lady Rawleigh branded with the shame of so 
gross a vice !" and he literally shuddered at the 
idea« 

'' A single error, — a solitary inadvertence,— 
repented of, and unrepeated, scarcely deserves 
this violence^*' said Lord Launceston, bluntly ; 
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for- fais rcoent di^overy of Rawleigh's pecca* 
dUloes served in a great measure to extemuate 
HI <Ai$ opinion the folly or criminality of his 
sister. " Frederica's indiscretion on this occa^ 
sion — " 

• ** Has suflSced," cried Sir Brooke, *'to ex* 
pose her to the censures of the world, and place 
an irrevocable stigma on her reputation. The 
whole affair must instantly become public. The 
servant to whom Lady Rawleigh intrusted the 
confidential letter containing the amount of her 
debts, has feloniously embezzled the money,—* 
will die on the gallows; — while I—" 

He paused; — for a deep groan and heavy 
fall <Hi the floor, announced that poor Fredenca 
had dropped from her seat in a state of insen^ 
sibiKty!— 
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'^ I-^sh shB W6tiid ^ttke ir infki tet fifea to 
sik them to cKrie witli hfer to^inoirrow/^'Baia ffi6 
cfilctilatiilg tady OUviar^^foi-^^l to db ^H 
them I know not ! Yoit Iseb We ai^ dll eiig^d' 
Uiihe concert ajnd dije^iktier & tu jburchhtte at 
Wa:ddlestone- House; and iiow^' ttett Tlli& 
Vi^oodingtdn! k wMfitd, t haVe ho c6hyel]^t 
frietad on whbtni I Can take thetiberty'of'qifi^' 
teritig them. I h^ve proVided^ fbf fliefr iniitti 
it^'d uitlxisem'ent by gettihg ah order fdfUbid 
Ctdder's picture-gallery ;— Kut uis'tb the'd!il^£(l^ 
plieirt ofthe business I am completely ptosS^ f*^ ' ' 

'^ What W this 1ii6tory of LadylS^adfell*i/'5ii-' 
qtiired Fi^ederica/ aiiidous to evades the detail' 'df' 
hier lad;^8hii[i*^ shabby inianceuvfes^ ^'lelifiv^fti 
vHj uncle Trevelyati*s arrival iii En^difd?— Ito 
you imagine that' hie has heatd of lainii!est6iih^' 
e&g^ment i6 Mis^ Waddleston^^ aiid "^iiOies 

•^'LidyT^^addlis a veiygCsd^ 
little woman," said Lady Oltviafi aiigrily. ^SHe* 
irf*80 vixfed byliei' owii desigAfr otftny itej^ew 
piling iborfire; th^ she cinnot 'rest ildflidtit 
dSfiulatitig these 'mischiidvcrtis iri^cfnlioiis.**'' * ' ' * 



Inke's mouA^ and evai with Lord Launoeslon 
himsdf on occasion of Lord Calder's myste* 
lious visit in the absaice of Sir BnxJce, was the 
servant delegated by his lady to omvey her 
letter and enclosare to Calder^house: and tliat 
having been trained, as has been already ob^ 
served, in sendees of the highest £ishion| he was 
unwilling to r^naia ignorant pn » point alresd]^ 
80 musdi m diq>ute in the various stiH-roooM 
and servants'Thalls of his acquaintance, as the 
intimacy between " my lord " and " my lady." 
The under-housemaid in Bruton-^treet had ex- 
pressed some curiosity on the sub^t; and 
Lord Calder's own man was by no means ia<* 
different. ; , In sbeart, hiad&liberations i^ed with 
opening, theater; Mid^,afibsr. ceding to ihia 
&st teanptation^T^ appmpriating the contents 
to . bisi own usej—- rHaviog thmwn off J^ 
IBroolLe'fi livery .i»i prntef^.c^vi^ting. a. dyim; 
pasen^, and. iipeedily dissipated tfaei .fi% .««l| 
^wi^ty^^ponnd notes, Jifr^ TJiMinas<was;altlengAi 
induced to present the bm^^tt^i^Haaid wpi 

now ill inntody : on «€milicioa; <>f iJieft; buly 
fiawleigh in .1^ %noran0e ^of. basiiM&s^ hi^yipig 
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Kjways managed to cross me on the read ; tobe 
in Sicily when I was at Naples ; — at Pisa- whett 
I was at Rome. Lady Mary, it' is true, keeps 
up a formal corresponde&ee with me^ Imt i 
have never seen my niece since she^^ was eight 
years old. Well, Fred, tei perdj tel gagne !*^ 
jfou will be the better fin* it ! — Since Lord Tre* 
vdyan and his dangfater hare chosen to make m 
stranger of m^ they will find tha^-*Baty nvjf 
dear love, I hate never seen yon stnee die ixat^ 
mination of that abominable transactioB; oonM 
oeming Thomas Cuthbert! — ^Was theie eve* 
any thing so unfortunate as yomr oadtting to 
endorse the biU f^^-^ray let it be m wamin|^ to 
yon another tin^ If you had only wzitlen yoav 
name on the back, — as any person m timr 
senses would have done, and as that Mr* Mngge 
ought certainly to have instructed yck to do,^ — 
there is voU the smallest doubt but yoa might 
have hanged the felloww" 

'' Hush ! my dear aunt,." fidtered Lady Raw^ 
Jeigh, ** I would not for worlds have Mamma 
distressed by hearing a word on such a subject.'^ 
. '^ Oh 1 you have nodiing to fear ! — Sheisaln 
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floirbod ia€laiar P«6mt'«: "Mcount of sua. mflwir 
mBJkxfiktjt&mche^Bh^ eanglit ia the bard wiater 
of ifi26 ;!^harki-**^hey miB tery busy with th^ 
itigfedieBtft of tlie eiso^roeation. WeU, aaiy lovc^ 
as I Tvw^.aiymg, Mr, MuriviU assures joie &at 
had you oidy endorsed the biU^ Oitthbert was a 
lost man. I own I thiak it «t scandalous thing 
that such aTiUabi should be allowed to escape; 
«M^ footoaa who sot only opens % confidential 
letter^ but en^ales a large sum ^f money ! — 
Which q£ us is safe Ir^li tn^ht be my case^ you 
know, to-morrolr ;«^Hiiid I hayo considered it 
my duty to the oonununity at lacge^ to address 
a. letter to the Attorney -General^ inquiring 
whether there is no law to which he might stiU 
be made amenable." 

^Oblatydearauntr 

^'And Marwill has diuwn up the case £m? 
eouasers.opinioa% I must say I think it waa 
rather officious on Lord Calder's pait^ to act ia 
the business witjiottt consultii^ any of the fa- 
mily: and the first time I see him I shall cej>« 
tainly hint my opinion Uiat, as I acted as your 
pesscnal adviser on the occasion, he might as, 
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omkted to endorse the documeii^;, and thit 
emli)ezzler being unable to give a satisfactCHJr 
account of the mode by which it came into bis 
possession, he was detained for further inveati- 
gatiou of the affair. " Frederica Rawle%h/' 
in whose favour the bill was drawn, was ac^ 
cordingly summoned to iappear in Bow-street j; 
and eleven o'clock on the following morning 
was appointed by the solicitor to the Bank for 
the re-exananation of the parties. Nothing in 
short could be more distressing than the pub-^ 
licity and peculiarities of the case ; and Lord 
Launceston could not but sympathize in the 
profound mortification of his brother-in-law, od 
becoming first acquainted with his wife^s indi»» 
cretions through so afflicting a chiemnel. 

But what were the feelings of -poor Fre^ 
derica herself, when having summoned her 
brother to her dressing-room, she was gradually 
and considerately made acquainted with the 
plBurticulars of the afiair! Her first grief 
naturally arose from finding herself the indirect 

cause of a fellow-creature's guilt,— a fellow* 
creature's ignominious death ;— her next, froni 
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Iter hn^band^s deep uid^ented disple^u9hir^! 
imt Imki from ilie discorerf that Lord Cdd«^$ 
increased ftnoliarity of demeanour towards h^ 
had prooeeded from a belief &at she was iti ISb 
fM9iirer,-r-his debtor without compunotioki tf 
apology. Deeply did she loathe and te^nt 
the folly which had placed hte in so di»- 
honoured a position! 

. iN^or was the business amended wheifii afteir 
a^ visit to GrayVinn (and po(Hr Sir Brooki 
could not but rerert to the motives of his tti* 
quent journeys towards that iactoty of ^' deeds 
without a name'' during his pin'^money-^and*' 
jwiture deliberations the preceding year)/the 
husband and brother ascertained that her lady^ 
ship's personal appearance was indispehsaU^V 
and that Lord Calder himself would be required 
to give evidence and prosecute^ as one of tibe 
defrauded parties ! — ^Lord Launcisstoii who felQ 
in spite of his constituttoihal levity and hoti'^ 
consideration, the ui^nt necessitjr t)f strict 
prudence in conducting the aflliiri and of 
adopting for Frederica's sake ev^ry measurd 
likely to diminish its publicity, msely laid 

13 
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omkted to. endorse the Aocameaty and ihit 
emli)ezzler being unable to give a satisfactosjl' 
account of the mode by which it canie into his 
possession^ he was detained for further inveati- 
gatioDL of the affair; " Frederica Rawle%h/' 
in whose fiiTOur the bill wa& drawn, was ac^ 
cordingly summoned io iappear in Bow-street; 
and eleven o'clock on the following morning 
was appointed by the solicitor to the Bank for 
the re-exananation of the parties. Nothing in 
shpirt could be more distressing than the pub-^ 
licity and peculiarities of the case ; and Lord 
Launceston could not but sympathize in the 
profound mortification of his brother-in-law, od 
becoming first acquainted with his wife^s indis^ 
eretions through so affiicting a chiemnel. 

But what were the feelings of -poor Fre^ 
derica herself, when having summoned her 
brother to her dressing-room, she was gradually 
and considerately made acquainted with the 
plBtrticulars of the afiair! Her fiirst grief 
naturally arose from finding herself the indirect 
cause of a fellow-creature's guilt,-— a fellow* 
creature's ignominious death ;— her next, froni 
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lier hn^band^s deep undmeRted disple^u9hir^S-A 
h^ Jast^ from ilu^ discoTery that Lord Cdde^s 
increased ftnoliarity of demeanour towards het 
had prooeeded from a belief &at she was in hit 
pfMrev^-r-his debtor without compunction tir 
i^legy. Deeply did she loathe and te^nt 
the folly which had placed h&t in so di»- 
honoured a position ! 

• Nor was the business amended wheifn, afteir 
a visit to Gray's-inn (and po(Mr Sir Brooki 
G0uld not but rerert to the motives of his fira^ 
quent journeys towards that factory of ^^ deeds 
without a name'' during his pin-money-^and** 
jointure deliberations the preceding year)/ the 
husband and brother ascertained that her lady* 
ship's personal appearance was indispensable]^ 
and that Lord Calder himself would be required 
to give evidence and prosecute^ as one of ibe 
defrauded parties ! — Lord Launclestoii who felQ 
in spite of his constituttoihal levity and in-4"^ 
consideration, the urgent necessity t)f strict 
prudence in conducting the aflliiri and of 
adopting for Frederica's sake ev^ry measurd 
likely to diminish its publicity, ^sely laid 
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fiUe *Ym ttfsgiiansa^ to Ca}d8ff fioose tiil'ttl 
jpwipirietagy julA hastaatd 4i&tlM» ta osplttui ^km 
jikinnnj and iequest his lonMup\i>c»9p a i i U)iam 
CEe fbttad thie gailaadi^ amd tnimpiiait «bcImm^ 
end iemponuy orche6ti»» in liie ddt of TOBiovttl^ 
Imd the maauoii still uadeared &om^i^d»- 
twatioBS of the pieoediiMt mAJL But Z/nd 
Iiaunceston's name proved a 4pett insnringtiaij^ 
mediate admittaoee ; aosd^ he was uaherad oivto 
a Utile secluded book^rooiD> ontgiiched by the 
diionlers of the leoeiat Uiit, and lefctall ttmea 
aeense fbom the intnuian of worldly nlemonni 
aiftd importuttate visitoca* 
'• Thme is ^rhaps no momeni in which the 
i^iann of hi^^hreeding is. so atroi^ly Mt^ aa 
^lat whidb compels a person to seek a conoe»* 
abn from one hy Inrth oir accident his snperioiv 
whose goodwill he has never previonsly sought 
fo coneiliate* Lord Laancestxtfi was aware that 
ha had demeaned hioMielf^ on many occasWoui^ 
with singular m^racioiisness towapds tbepio*- 
prietor of- the gorgeons palace and .uiqireiend^ 
hig but exqutmte chamber into- which he was 
now intiodaced ; bat from this imanent of Laid 



gteen^i^iQctacIeb^ MSfts Peewit was come 
taeoMult ftii.^octtli6t» and Miss Mtiia was beat 
M « pavate audience widi Cartwiiglitt 

^ Yoft 9etf mj deai^'^ said Xady Olivia to 
her niece, as soon as her two.iriends hmi 
lauached intQ these/ interesti»g:expl8nations with 
tii^ hostess^ ^^ I realfy did not know whi^t6 
4ft witb tiitiB^ ix yon woidd • not have • seeH' me 
lieve toHMghti I ffiould not take them with one 
tO;old:lAdy £nntingfocd's wherel was <ia^^ed 
teaDonsefsasione, beeansa thqr have no ^^teor 
fikiiia te Unesam^^uodibhappenB nottobeone of 
barSidnfemays. Iwrote^note.toLordCalder, 
tifr aA bitt for bia box at the Engbah 
bailSr8.!Sraky«e bad- been befilrehand 

me; and' it waa out of the question cmnafaiiag 
mthm^r*^ myhime b tcmpi^y en papit- 
i&^e prepftratosy to ny defiaitavd fttMoa town; 
-^very room papered up biit my own dfeesing- 
^rooBiL •SeIpetanadedtiieinXwaapre*^igi^ed 
?to<iiiy sister/^ ■• -^ 

iHi^iMaittm&isiirefy^^iad' to see them ;<^parti- 
eadadly aa &e]r oomft on an errand cf heahhi^ 
replied Fiedericay listlessly. 
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member of ibe dtuniMunty^ thtn that brotM^-in* 
fckv^ of his owti^ M^iom lie had left bekiiid kx 
BititoaHstfeet^ raging and storming against the 
iniquities of ^08rt6 ; and expressing a ^onseien^ 
lions t>pinion that the inteiests of society ought 
not to be comptomised by any remissi^m of the 
rigours of the law towards so gross an abuser 
k£ tmst as his felonious footman; Every thing 
appeared in Lord Calder's favour on such mi 
occasion ;— *>his assumed forgetfolness of the 
■Original debt, and of Lady Rawleigh's i^ypa* 
iently wilful breach of promise of payment;—- 
his easy mode of proposing an adjustment of 
the affair; — ^his indifference to public justice in 
comparison with the private feelings of an in- 
Aocent woman; — ^his quiet tone and unexag^ 
gerated expressions of regret at the whole trans^ 
action; — ^all these superficial accomjplishments 
acquired from the embarrassment of the mo- 
ment an unusual degree of importance in the 
eyes of his visitor; — and Lord Launceston left 
the house with a newly-conceived prejudice in 
favour of those 

Men of the woAd who know the world like men ! 



-; Httvii^ made an appointment to driye down 
with liord Calder toBoW'^street^oh the fpllov* 
ii6g momingy his next yisit was addiessed toia 
personage who, although what i» teamed ; a 
woman of the world, was in fact as little.skilleil 
in the arts and scienoes of modem society, and 
as.ill-qaalified to enter into the manoeuvres •of 
the war of f ashion, as Anna Boleyn to grace the 
lists of Almack's or Anne Askew to encounter 
the debates of a Tract AssociatioUr Nor was 
poor Launceston insensible to that deficiency of 
tact and the redundance of mental and bodily 
activity which rendered Lady Olivia Tadcaster 
so unsuitable a comforter to the sorrowful, or 
assistant to the perplexed. But he was unwit- 
ling to i^irculate the affair beyond the limits 
of his own family, or wholly i4> abandon Fre« 
derica to the angry counsels of Sir Brooke ; and 
although satisfied that Lady Sophia Lee would 
have been a far more satisfactory companion to 
his sister, he was too well acquainted with the 
lofty spirit and scornful independence of that 
lady, to promote an altercation between her and 
Rawleigh. Lord Launceston rightly conjee- 
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tened that Ladf O&raJs iort.et Immmm f ii »-^ 
eMHODs^ dmd predileGlioii £»r< tiba dcoBBhgfmif^ 

teotbexHii-law'tt sttention and. iadigftalioiiiftiMa 
Iw .Wife 4014 her. offisncesb .w t . ,;.i:. 

He "waa aecme^too^ i&oniatt fvx&mMl^istiatk^ 
utee and awkmurdoesa in coBMinimioatiog i the 
basineas to.las.iaa^aQat>rHMi^ A'aoBM 
^leasura ongiilated thajoiadbieff .tBid:faad'hU 
deticaey j^ecoded fiota. the > task^it 'HqmUL ham 
heenquidkly ceaasited by the ttatniti/of Ladji 
Ofivia's oommeiits Km the ioamactkxu AtM 
fiatemog "With due otieiUian txKlha^.detaikv of 
Fxederica'a mislortinieB and ^ nuscoadiKi^' hat 
kdyafaip ^exdatmed--^^ Sfaa icscntefaily toanf? hatw 
hnt her senses !— Heavens f^-^hsi a nteee :ie# 
aune ahoald v^itare^ two huadred and eighty 
poianda against an expeiieMed player'like hoftic 
Calder J — and afterwaids shew hetvetf 'f»tt igiMH 
TMit of basiAesa as to pay away « 'baidt-'bift 
withont endorsement!'* 

But CTen Lord Lanncestoh was fittle'awttre, 
when he left his sister to the exhortations of 
the annt whom he had easily persuaded to ac- 



camfmorfiimak \mck to BrnMa-t^n^ bow ofiM 

Mtidpatumt 4^ ^ cnnm^ incitfvtA 

tqiribtfjcdlpdtanawerodyl^f*^ But trlttt^wtiMl 
Btaie of wonder, my dear^ codd indueeryou im 
fkf ftmaf avb«Bk'4biU iradumt imdonemeift 9 ^^ 

Meanwhile, hk Lordship wa» mot ia«ctiiii» 
TBiiDcgh d»e'medifttiasi>€f Messnki MarwtU and 
MdkemiU^ tiie exasoinfitioii ef Thamaa Cuthf^ 
iMk waa^fMpointod to he held in 4he laagiBtratea* 
I^TEte room I and ererf tbiag vaa: whi^peted 
hythia Mod hrother to Lady Rawkigh in the 
courao of the precedii^ 'eYemagi ^ which could 
be BUjj^^MMMd to^didupat&her alaims. Sir Bigoka'' 
Wi^>^I4^rtu]:)ely.0EiUed'away tot the Hqu^ by: 
wpoiiaiit busjjiefls ; whiie her bsother aeemad 
t^ have, &»|potteipii . in Fjrederim'a. diatreas that^ 
th#re exiat^d i|^} the iiai?9iae ^hacy or a Leor<; 
iK^raj and to fee} no hopes 4u: ieaiB beyond th 
in. which her ^nmediato intei^eata were inrolFed*. 
He left her with an entreaty ^hat,i\h(e w<3)vld re:^ 
atore her comrage by, ^ good ^^'^. ^^ ^^ 
a hope that the afiai^ might be com] 
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without liirtber exposiure; and' Lady OUyiaj 
whom lie insisted oh conducting to her carriage 
previous to his own departure, only added to 
his exhortatioui '' and pray, my dear niece^ im- 
press upon your recollection that you ham^ 
caused all this embarrassment by omitting id- 
endorse a bank-bill/' 

Lady Rawleigh's tribulations on the marrow 
began at an early hour. In spite of all her 
hints, Latmceston had persisted in intercepting 
an interview between the husband and wife, by 
inviting the lady of Ash Bank to breakfast 
with his sister and support her by matronly 
countenance during her visit to Bow-street; 
and so seldom in the course of her aristocratical 
existence had Lady Olivia been blest by an 
occasion to penetrate into an atmosphere so 
congenial with lier taste as that of a magistrate's 
private room,— or to enjoy the exciting prospect 
of hanging a dishonest footman, — ^that she would 
not listen to the excuses of her niece. Before 
nine of the clock she found her way to Frede* 
rica's bedside ; to ccMnmiserate her swollen eye* 



lake's moutli^ and even with Lord Launoeslm 
himsdf on occaBion of Lord Calder's my8te» 
rious visit in the abs^ice of Sir Brodce, was the 
eenraat delegated by his lady to ocmvey her 
letter and endosnre to Calder-home: and diat 
having been trained^ as has been already oIh 
served, in ser^oes of the highest fiLshion, he was 
unwilling to reviain ignoiant on a pcnnt already? 
so much in dispute in the various stiU-roooBUi 
and servants'-halls of his acquaintance, as the 
intimacy between ^^ my lord '' and '' my lady." 
The under-housemaid in Bruton-«Ueet had ex- 
pressed some curiosity on the sul^eet; and 
Loid Calder'B own man was by no means in-^ 
different.; »In short, hiadfliberations ended witk 
openings the 'letter^ wad. after, ceding to ikm 
fifst temptation^T'^ appropriatuig the cap^^ts 
to . hifii own usej—- rHaving thrown off JBir 
9kooI^'b liiwy .on pwtef^. of. visiting a. dyinif 
paasefrit^^ and^ ipeedily dissipated the £% lonf; 
Iwenty^pound notes, JE4r» Thomas, was. alt kagfli 
induced to jNresent the b«AfbiH,r-H3t»d was 
Jiow ill inntody . on «BSilicioii; <of iheftr itidy 
Aawleigh in . hi^ ignorance ^ bmwfesii haying 
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omkted to endorse the documeid^ and ih^ 
emli)ezzler being unable to give a satisfactosjl' 
account of the mode by which it came into bia 
possession^ he was detained for further inveati* 
gatiou of the affair. ** Frederica Rawle%h/' 
in whose fiiTOur the bill was drawn, was ac^ 
cordingly summoned to iappear in Bow-street; 
and eleven o'clock on the following morning 
was appointed by the solicitor to the Bank for 
the re-exananation of the parties.' Nothing in 
short could be more distressing than the pub^ 
licity and peculiarities of the case ; and Lord 
LauQceston could not but sympathize in the 
profound mortification of his brother-in-law, od 
becoming first acquainted with his wife^s indis^ 
cretions through so afflicting a chisumel. 

But what were the feelings of -poor Fre^ 
derica herself, when having summoned her 
brother to her dressing-room, she was gradually 
and considerately made acquainted with the 
particulars of the affair! Her first grief 
naturally arose from finding herself the indirect 
cause of a fellow-creature's guilt,-— a fellow* 
creature's ignominious death ;-— her next, froni 



tber Imsband^s dei^ aad-nieRted disple^tfnres-* 
iMf last^ firom tlie discoTeiy that Lord Clfcld«r's 
ineroaAed ftaulmrity oi demeanour towards lick 
had proiMded from a belief diat she was in l&M 
ffifmfp-f^hia debtor without compunction or 
^^logy. Deeply did she loathe and rej^nt 
the foUy which had placed hte in so dis- 
honoured a position ! 

. ilNTor was the business amended vrh^ti, after 
a visit to Gray's-inn (and poor Sir Brooki 
could not but rerert to the motives of his fre^ 
quent journeys towards that factory of ''deeds 
without a name'' during his pm*money-and« 
jointure deliberations the preceding year)^ the 
husband and brother asceriained that her lady* 
ship's personal lippearance was indispensaUe^ 
and that Lord Calder himself would be required 
to give evidence and prosecute, as one of tiie 
defrauded parties ! — ^Lord Launciestoii who felQ 
in spite of his constitutiebal levity and iii4 
consideration, the urgent necessity t>f strict 
prudence in conducting the affiiiri and of 
adopting for Frederica's sake ev^ry measurd 
likely to diminish its publicity, wisely laid 

Id 



fttde iim itofvgMBsa to datdtv ttonsa «iU itt 
jpn^piiefan^ «Ld iiastaaed^hatlicg t& ocplauitkit 
iiii?nmi«| and fequestliis lonlsldp^iCft-epemtiMli 
file Ibnad the gailaada, and tiiiuBpiud ttchad^ 
end ieoaponury ^Hrcheetnui^ in tke sbt of voaaofttl^ 
tod the muMiOQ still imdeaied ficom.'ili'id** 
tMtationd of the pfeoeding ni^ii. But Iimi, 
liaunceston's name proved a Upefi insturingtini^ 
mediate admittaace ; and hei was uaheradwto 
a little secluded book*^roiiiD> imtdiickedbythe 
diionlers of the leoeat £6te^ and aA mil timei 
seeme fsom the intRudoa of worldfy "^f^f**"ffi 
tftd in^itiuiate vititon* 
' There is perhaps no moment in which the 
ehann of high4)resding is so strobgly Ui^ as 
^lai which compels a person to seek a conoe»« 
aba from one fay birth or accident: his siiperioiv 
whose goodwill he has nerer previously soof hi 
fO ooneiUate* Lord Ls^mceston was awaie that 
he had demeaned hinMiel^ on many occaai^u^ 
with singular migracionsness towanis the fno» 
prietor of the gorgeous palace and :uii^preiendr 
ing but exqnimte chamber into which he was 
now introdaced ; but from this oKimeni of Lord 
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CaUtt'a> taoteaao^ lie foitad kuiieelf luit ladbyr 
]daoediptrfeotly at his ease/ but taii^ to ibdt 
tint ifae urat >ooii£em&g a fannu; by . askiog, oMb 
^LuBceskm. was truly and ferreatly attadied tli 
JUb sister !r—il«r marria^ aad liia owb engago^ 
neEDta had, it iatme, in some meaftore interleiod 
nkk the couiae of tbeir warm and exckuane afe^ 
tadsbent; . and< .for eome wei^s past he bad 
:mevk bfigua to couBider her moite as the &shioiif* 
aUe Lady JLanrleigh^ thaa as his own dear 
gentle littie Fnederica ; but no sooaer was sha 
mcBieed with luisixitef pretation> and surrounded 
by vexations, than he remembered her mxlyiUi 
the tender, timid, relying sietor, who had loved 
him so fondly throughouli her various sti^esof 
childhood, girihood, and womanhood ; — whose 
aamei and feme, and heart's-bkod were so 'wr 
tsuMtdiy kindred with his own. 

On finding, therefore, in Lord Cakkr, aft 
eager, participator in his anxkiby to spare> het 
feelings and render thta unpleasant affair as 
private as possible, he experienced a monaeatary 
conviction that the courteous andweUrbfed bro* 
ther of Lady Rochestar was a far more civilized 



{Meitite elci^ieiiee of pofmry «^- 
criminality aitd coiid^mnation^-^the fett ^ ft rf^ 
k indeed |i^^wetlal. Sickness Md'dttiigeriBire 
generally th^ solei mcmitors yAAcI^ -np^dk hmik 
to die biesfaite of the rich and grciat 'touching 
their own rcBponsifcility^ and the eqneiKty 6fM 
cieated beings in the eyes ^ the Creli^ter; Iitfl4 
malefactor fticited to gailt tflvo^gh {h€Si^ Othi 
eardessnesa or bad example^ — a liffe fbrfeited i6 
the law of the land' and unredeemable by their 
utmost efforts and iiitercessionsy'^s'iBi leiison 
of mope than c6mmoni9everity. Lady RaWleigh, 
who would not willingly have caused' the eitftei^ 
ndnation of a %> felt with a thrittof kff 
horror that she was about toplunge * fello#k 
creature into the dread abyss of eternity I-*-*" 

Under this awfal impression of ^the teritiDal 
importance of the scene, it mary be ioMtgioed 
with what amazement she found her attenlioa 
facetiously claimed by a gendemaa in a rasty 
black coat, very indifferently furnshsd wift his 
Majesty's English, and rery superabundantly 
endowed with his Majesty's auAerity. In 
honour of the distingtdshed audience gracing 



tug. ipt^emey he kad pirated an ^usual stock 
^ joeul^y . a^ ri^rtee £Mr the Qccftfii^ aad 
it was BOttUl he h^ been im some d^^ree ia» 
4^eaced by the chilling dignity of L^rd Calder's 
addfe^Hrthathe found it wise to restriet hinscif 
ifidiia the bounds oC an; juniable candour and 
impartiality ;-«'-call]ag the prisoner ^' my frienc^'' 
iaajtead of ^* fellow ; ^'— and Lord Calder '' say 
l«d/' instead of '^ this noble and injufed 
iadividooal.'^ 

.. Bat as few minor officials emulate, the ori« 
ginality and comicality of the Procurat<»r 
Fiscal and Daddie Rat^ it may be as well to 
leave the tribunal of the Heart of Mid Lothian 
in solitary but triumphant possession of the 
field of fiction. — Lady Olivia, it is true, ex- 
hibited in her proper person at once the prag- 
matical officiousness of S'addletree, and the 
demented incoherence of Madge Wildfire ; and 
to many persons, — Lord Calder in particular,-— 
Frederica herself might have rivalled the at- 
tractions of either Effie or Jeannie Deans. But 
his lordship, as he gazed upon her silently- 
dropping tears, and marble immobility, was far 
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more tempted to compare her with Byron'd 
description of Prince Azo's guilty wife ; — ^more 
especially when, on learning that the examina- 
tion was postponed and the prisoner remanded 
till a future day to enable Mr. Ruggs to make 
his appearance and identify the bill^ as well as 
for the determination of some legal doubts as to 
the extent of Cuthbert's amenability to the law, 
— she suddenly clasped her hands together, and 
uttered an unconscious prayer that the culprit's 
life might be secured through the informality 
thus suggested !— 



T *. 



^. .Jl .■.l.^J», 



-i 1. V • ■ ^.-Jv.t 4. 



• » ■ • I. « «■ 



^tiS ■ .jj"i. -■ ^Jf^'-lU 



.« / . .■£-•.*■ 



^ » ■ 1 



ISife^Tyiiigi' '^aiiidbrtiig, iaaligiiarif worlj of ik* 
j3ifef&utile4ttei— sui)ported by the cbunfenance 
yf Tiet^hAsbantf iand Ijrbtiier, and sanctioned %rj 
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tlrfe'cobi^ihionsBip of'lier feinale fiiendau He 
likd V^i^ little indulgence for the sweet sensiDi- 
lilied ofthe female hearty or the debilities of the 
ffetnafe fraiofe ;— for aromatic vinegar or salts^ — 
l^ysteiks' or^ fainiibg-fits;-1ii3 sympathy 'la 
ttifese interesting crises had longT)een bltmted by 
ihe taletudinanan hypochondriacism of CharleS- 
fitftlst. He had seen his mother survive the 
IflUtty deaths of five-and-twenty years ! 

It was therefore settled that she should fulfil 
her engagement, and make her appearance at 
Kehsin^bh' Gore with as mucTi of her usual 
tfeerfiihifess atid beauty as could be artificially 
issuth^dl ' li^iinceston had already presented 
her with' a beautiful dress, procured for the 
fecfcaliiijft'^thtbugh the umted agency of Tad- 
Xjastet,' ^ermingham, and Co., from the boudoir 
of Madaine C^tiane, and the studio of Madame 
Minette; and having determined to accompany 
kis' sister, -Sir Broote, and Lady Sophia on so 
interfestihg an occasion, he made his appearance 

L3 
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" Dear Lady Rawleigh, 

" The amiable solicitude you expressed 
this morning for the fate of Thomas Cuthbert, 
has induced me to consult several eminent profes* 
sional men in his behalf; and three leading 
counsel^ as well as my friends the Vice-Chan- 
cellor and Attomey-Geheral, having given it as 
their opinion that the bill^ without endorsement, 
was an invalid document and destitute of any real 
yalue^ the solicitor of the Bank has withdrawn 
his charge. With very sincere regret that this 
unpleasant business should have caused you one 
moment's concern, 

I am, dear Madam, 
Your ladyship's obedieat servant, 

C ALDER.** 

" Calder House, Saturday.** 



X 



The transition of fec|]iing arising fnHXi the 
welcome intelligence thiis kindly imported, wa* 
almost too much for Frederica's gentle fians^ 
already shaken by the vicissitudes of thraa^ 
eventful days and the vigils of three sleepless 



nights. Her tears burst forth with fajBterical 
Tiolence ; — she pressed to her heart Hie official 
papers euclosed by Lord Ca]der> in conobora- 
tioQ of his statement ;--^aBd uttered a thoosaadi 
incoherent exclamations* She was no longer 
ca^pable of self-restraint^ and her mind beoaaaae 
involved in darkness. Her latest remembsaneQ 
was that of strangers surrounding her bedside; 
luid when her consciousness was fiiUy i^estofed^ 
she found that a uiglit and a day had elapsed in 
feverish delirium, and thai her bjother ^md huap« 
band were affectionately watching the progress 
of her recovery. i 

"I have been lightheaded — ^have I not?" 
she faintly exclaimed; involuntarily extending 
her hand to Sir Brooke, who veiy voluntarily^ 
and very tenderly pressed it to his lips, im« 
pbring her to desist from all agitating inquiries^ 
" No~no! — ^I am well and happy now;—* 
all my pains and troubles are over!" Al- 
tered JPrederica. ''I feel as if L hod passed 
through some great danger, — or experienced 
some severe affliction*— -Let me see^— ah ! I rc^ 

k3 
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And ^e hid her fa<^ With Tier MttdS' *fc/W 
Biiwirei^ agdin implored hef to diattilss'ihft' 
pkst ftdin 'her thoughts j and her bi^othefr TSfltif 
more'jadicionsly hegan' to introduce topicte' # 
gteheral' conversation J — ^to talk to ■ her- of Lad jf 
LaWncesioii'fe'heiltli,— of Lady OKvia^s ptojeA 6t 
a^touttoSt. Petersburg,— and of Lady TWadWI^ 
report that Lord Trevelyaii had iacttially arrired 
in Ei^land.-^Lady Rawleigh, grateful for Mt 
efforts to withdraw her attention 4tom'*hehlcflfJ 
tried to appear interested in these annoiitk^ 
inents ; and with her eyes fixed upon th^altieh^ 
and kindly expressiori of her fatn^bcli^Vtcottti^ 
tenance, enjOy^ all that languid sefnsatiori'df 
convalescence which the release fhjttt 'ptiH; 
Hhd gratitude for the interest it has etette<]f in 
ibosie We love, render so exquisitely deli^lftfuli ' 

llli^imwhile Rtmrour^^th hl^^ thousand^l^^ 
tdiigues, Tiad not been ina6tif^. The 'nieSdlM 
Waa drawing near its dosfe, whhotit falt^iri^ 
afforded 'anything very striking iithfcr in 'tlW 



^Ify .<:if^ gaiety, pr^^a^daJl. ,TM Fa^iy ^W^; 
was not only over, but had already^b^W}e,au qbj^^ 
sfl[^f<t»tlwBfla(^i-^andi(i^otluigig prpiniai^g.uemafi|ed 
ift (prospfict biitv the, detfii^irno br^Jcfast ft<; W,^^ 
^toin^ tHpuse j^Ifady ^.i waa dje^d, )[^y jB, 
^^VQTfi^ anji^ J^th ,forgott;en,7+rWd ; Aotb^??g 
lyiBW^S ^PP^'^^ lA view l;xut.thp;pqiartyrdonji 
4^ ^p}qfY^\Y: Jady Bai«?lfiigh (fi ^^whi^iQx^^ 
$f)e^<{\i^]^ ip4iimat^,U930ciates. wghfi bjeufo^rg^veii 
^9«^|3{^t^e eagerness for, the s*^uggl^,for^l^M)^l<^ 
^ l^^p^ the amphitheatre vnhurt by |the 
tB^pwgdj^angs of 4he f Uatant beast,?— unt^-a^- 
fif^i.% the Ja,Yeli^ ofj5caadal,^-they had.ixot 
^h«4fi9ist<^aoce of^aay. othei source of, divel^T 
aiw>Qr>.eis^it^xaent,pi[«^us to tbei^ mournful de* 
|i»r||))^.jA thp.dpmei^ic happiness of jtheir 
4iy/^ WWtry.^eats !^ t ., ,,,.. ,,, , . 

. I , J ^1^4^ .these jireum^fcances, j ttia ?iot r^ond^r 
ful/^][iaJt.,I^4y.iBl^Qhe'^ a;hc»r»toiv'if, 9^id. i^ 

^^uoufjly/' whether, it wsifs ti;^^il|i||^th#j;^wef(^ 
faliteye ^bei4^surB of pieet^^ift.at J^^^wi^ 

eager ear to the account of ** my lady's sudden 
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fieitare ali along of them low feHdnmi the ftidfi^ 
tnto openii^ a confidential lettier aMi^esiwfd t>^ 
ll^ ladyship to Lord Oald^/^-~atiA a ml&gi^ 
fying toi^te to her own repetiti<m of th^ 4|^ 
in Bdgrave-sqaare ;-^*^r that Mr. Itxdkie m^ 
ttMieting Lofd Calder and Lauiicei^ttxa diihe 
premature hour of eleven, ensconce ih tilie 
jtiyfitkioos dfairk gre^i chariot, should hire 8tM* 
peeted a duel^ £6Uow^ them in his cahridiet to 
BdWHstreet, and propagated a whis]^ on- his 
«H;uni to White's that Lady Rawleigh^ iin^ 
t3xe countenimee of her bro&er and atint^>aikl 
isupported by the testimony of liOrd GdMter, 
•Had been exhibiting articles' <^ the peace 
a^lnst her husband ! In . the ^dog^arfs si^ati- 
idal, like every other pestilence, beicomes baaHi- 
nently contagious ; and Icmg belike Thoiidas 
Cuthbert's sentence of enlafgenebt was pro- 
ttoimced, X'rederica was condemnedy executed, 
and given bver to' Sargeouis' iiatt by « juiy^of 
her fashiOnal)le' friends; whose ' fb^wwiMfr-*- 
Mrs. William Erskyne, — affected to we^ while 
she delivered the impartial Terdict J**^ ; - • • ' * * 
Lady ^^phia Lee, faotMffBTv was lea' slfiglrtly 



^aiangled untbe jneshda of the gr^ worldf to 
he either uaoipUcated or. interested la tbiS' decide 
^ ih<^ courts. She Igxew natbii^ of Xady Bai^h 
kig^'A dk^MfiQUft adyeatnrea; And a^ttrib^ttd 
ber jfkvioidance of theiv daily ride to.FredencA'ji 
4iiBpleiM»are at her inteiference in the Elbaay 
l#air« Engroeaed just then by iniportant hmir 
im^ of her ownj^ahe had. bo leieure t^ offer ihe 
necessary explajaatiom ; but having occaaioa.to 
oall in Charles*8treety wm quite ssUisfied mfh 
JUdy JLaunoestoii'B x^petition of Ihe taJe /ihe 
b$4 ireceiar^d frpm her son, that ^^ Fred» hftd 
CM^ht a flight cold at Calder Houae^ and W9d 
Ptti:^ing it for ik^ WaddJestone breakfijust^'^ 
llritho^t attempting to sooth down,i. by prei^a- 
. ture importunity, the resentiftent of her c<H}|NUi 
Brooke's indignant dame. 

Great therefore was her amazement and cUs* 
tress when oni the third day fallowing die 
masque^ thei first tidings ^f the affair ^ refobed 
lier per thi^eepenay postiaud per pen^of Sc^pb]X>- 
nia of TwickenhianL — Lady Twadel^ res^ess 
to di^>Iay her new. embla^onm^nt^ hairjiig 
ywDod in unharmoaious unioa hep Wpodipgton 



pair: of My^ 1^0 the Yiscoimt'^ p^ij;>f. U|3^^ 
an4 ;^conTerted herpi^coud coi^ohps^ui 4Qdt(|H9 
ljai)rd^pfs sec<md footmau iBto Iqo^benpgfPQfV; 
tillipxis, , wikB mal^iog the tour.pf ijbis vsutwl^KPi 
what sh^ considered .an impo^iag.,, degree t€^ 

l^ridal sjpleudour ; aotd after trying th« , ^^^ 

q, ■ . ■ 

cltiiickea and sai^wiekes of Winddledon aod^ 
Roehampton, Hamp^tead and HammertiBitl^ 
I^ad actually thought fit to travel asv&r fis li^dy 
]>erenzy!s loUa, in order to improve h^ ^^^9^ 
nated edition of Lady Rawleigh'a dij^gxapfv 
Unluckily^ 3o{^onia had not a word- to- add; 
in the way of annotation. Her latest inij^U^ 
gence of her>. niece had been derived from Lcad> 
George Madrigal, who in hia account of Xei^^ 
Calder's fSte had represented Eredwca^aa <t 

I. 

The obtBenred of aU obthenrertb ; 

and from Lady Lavinia Lisle, who disserted ii^ 
to have been the ruling planet of . the evening. 
Having loftily reproved the tittle-tattle of the 
little viscountess whom she abhorred as a jfat^ 
venue, Lady Derenzy followed upher lecture by 
■inflicting an epistle of two sheets and an en- 



pii* 1*oNi^^ S^f 



^>t' 4r iii-Jn ' " i!*!'*' 




ilteptf; ii]^ii her q[t6itaaam pupil/ 1 

etihtai^g 'stime immeasarable^ sebt^cel; of t£^ 

«4dfgiifty'6f Ab brdei*,— tHe^urity of the^iic,— 
ike d^li^skes^'ofihe female character^— iii^ 
li!illy of wometf who commit themsehes byiwriiifi^ 
ka^rsf^^^nd thfe imperative necessity of Iiiri^' 
ii% dll ^titjexi who open them,"* * ' 

'i THe Ros^tta stone' conld not liav6 heen mott 
n^telligible to I>ady^ Sophia ! Her iQbt ' iml 
pds^ was to fly to Bimton-istteet, and demanded 
k^y to the hieroglyphics ; atid she was* speedily 
rewarded for her reliance on her friend's good' 
iaith^ by the fenrour tvith which the still-agi* 
tlEitigdfFr^derica thfew herself inta her arms^ and 
relieved her hekrt^ and mind by relating tjvery' 
particular of the affair. Her auditress did not^ 
however^ consider it necessary to emulate this 
amiable frankness. She was not one of those 
candid andagreeable person^ who think it iheir 
duty that every individual should be made ac^ 
quainted with every individual slander invented' 
to their discredit; and was too well aware of 
the gcintl^ess aiid timidity of iFrederica's dia^^ 

K 3 
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])0«i4<m&>gfie^ iierj^.tlie leoapitalatioitiirf' 
liady; Twtdell'a YOmaocas^ w lady .Beremii '# 
i^odomoBiadel. < But Xady S^^fdiia was.iMt 
ih^ kas pecsuaded thai tb^ veorld in gc^o^nl 
liad ajieady accepted in its worst ^^Btae-, astfl 
stamped into ^isreney) tbe kistary^ itf tiie 
leUsT'; aad was Iberefoare snxious^ witlmft 
wounding the fiselii^ of JLady Baisldgh, to 
exert such an influenoe oyer her d^tteamur to- 
vajrds Locd Calder, as mighti restiaia her firtm 
alii public demoastxatioDS of ps^tude tow4l?d^ 
hiniy as well as .ficom all e^kt^siee of prm^ 
pique. 

, f* Could you have inas^ined,*' cried Frede- 
rica, on the ccmdusioa of her nairfttiv^ '' Uni 
Calder would lay aside his apatiiy ^and sdfisb- 
ness, and exert himself with such promptitude 
in farms of a servant ?" 
: <^ To forward his own ends, he woiild h%¥^ 
talcj^ as much trouble for a turnspit* Be iCaxft^ 
iul, dearest Fred.^ be care&l that be is not too 
amply rewarded for the effort'^ 

^^ Do> not alarm yourself^ — Eawleigb^ wb0 
by some unlucky genius for misconception^ s^ 



jn» ibtt o4r «ieq«teiaiaiioe * should temmat^ ' Hb 
40031 M po06iUe.--^Byiiley; ^ or ZJexley> or I&- 
^diee, pr some other of his Urmcmt .chib-a«MH 
^«te%' h«vQ been care&l to iisslil inlo hi» mmd 
% betief'lliftft his dignity and authority as a^ hud* 
band, depend on hia insultiiig Loid Calderlyjf 
axckidiag Uaib-fioBa our hoiuie.'' 
^ '^ Bynloy and Indice form a done of bkten, 
which the hypochondriacs of fashion seem 4o 
iafliet on tfiemselves as a universal paaacea^r^ 
But like other physac, I shall take care that 
they are thrown to the dogs," 

'^ You will interfere to no good purpose. 
There appears a kind of heieditaty feud between 
yourself and Rawleigh, which strengthens him 
ifi all the jHrejudices you oppose/' 

'^ The man is a blockhead ;-^I tell him wholo» 
some truths, and he cannot swallow them J But 
on this occasion I shall insist oa his ireatini^ 
Lord Calder with becoming courtesy/* 

. ^ My dear Lady Sophia^ beliere tne yoctr 
influenee is insufficiait to work such a mi* 
vacle '' 



^' ^f My inf)t!^e^ ?«^I tnmld not iA^'m.ki \aA»^ , 
termini liis'dibie8t>f a Mw WAist^ost't-^Ok} ii» I 
-^ydu shaHr Imi^ a mudk moi^ pdteBttietu^ 
liary. I shall secure the interfef^nce of a^j^iMv ^ 
sM %ho kas^'ihe ^€^tteBt wright ^th^^Sir 
Brooke;— one who will Hot allo^ >himf^^irifi»' 
y^a. ;^jr happiiEiess and hfeown*?^ *' ' ' ' ' ' 
' FVederica ^tar^f^Th^te was' Mr nttMi(kitig^ 
ih^lnferei(oe;'^lieri&>wks no possibility ofitenbt^ i 
ing that Miss Elbany's influence oterihi^ribiuhi^ 
band was about to be propitiated in* hep 'favbtOr. 
— ^Her spirit recoiled from sudh a d^gradattoni^^i 

" I thank you !-^I have no doubt yott^iMaa - 
td^'aet Idndly ' by tfte/' 6aid she ^th a v^uddefii 
r^geratioh^of n^i^anner, '^biit I aiA -aati^iftdd; 
that when Ui woman requires the advoetiitiott of' 
a partizan to mediate between herself HsbA, h^ 
h^sband^ her cause is naught ! '^ 

'' What a jealous little soul it i»! ^ said 
Lady Sophia, who was already preparing fbr 
departure, and now approached to pat- her 
cheek with a most provoking air of superiority. 
''Won't it accept the assistance of such a 
shabby piece of goods as its mamma's. com- 



paaoBon ?«r^wx>ix'i ik ^-ecieiye a &yow froqi its 
br0diec^#iddl^*^o4iomit» fi^ture^ister-inrtew ? 'VrVi 

:^f Misfl; lElbaay my ^ister-uvJaw 2 ^ qri^ . 

Frederiea j^' neter! ** • t^ i vr.ii 

;** SrfiUt l^-^-ta sure aa you are in a ^iole^tc. 

ra^attbis very momeBt/^' , .. ^ , - j 

" Do you — e^A yoiH-toeau tp jay tlia^ yc%/ 
aatiotpate smh> 4isgrace^j9F Lauuoe^toa aiyd 
hki^ Cuilfly as the trktrnpli of that low de8}giw<;^ 

< '^ I mean to say that I, aileasti wiU leave Q9, ; 
in^a3ure uoattempted to secure the event Ur^ 
Goodbye — ^good bye ;-t-I leave you tp,aU:tiie 
sabKmity of your indignat^ and to th^^ 
penisal of ycaidertr^ateral I^illet. Preserve vo^ x 
fVom the marivaudage which requires piI^^ 
satin paper to make it palatable." ^ 

She hastened away as she uttered these. - 
words ; and if any thing could tend to augment 
the vexation which they excited in the mind of 
Lady Rawleigh^ it would have been the im- 
pertinence of the following lines : 
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* ■ > 

*' Dear Lady Rawleigh, 

'^ An unpleasant report haying re^dhied 
jpae that a sum of money forwarded to, you by 
our friend Lord Cald.er has fallen . ii^to your 
IjLiisband's hands^ or been stolen by one of ypur 
^rvantSj I am apprehensive it may have soi^^ 
reference to the demand I made on you the 

Ik 

other evening. I trust you will. excufe^ me for 
reminding you that I ai^ not only respooai})le 
for the amount, but that it will pe a great ijgi- 
convenience and disgrace to me to hav^ the 
payment delayed ; and must therefore begj|you 
to make some arrangements with Sa^ Brool^jS 
on the subject, as soon as possible., 

I am, dear Lady Rawleigli, 

Tniljr yours, 

L. Erskyne.** 

■ 

Fortunately fcwp Frederica's patience, Martin 
had already announced that the bearer of this 

gracious epistle did not wait for an answer ; and 
she was therefore secure of delay for the sub- 



j^V^tim ^ ^l^ WglNT . aiid the arrangement of 
her fintnoea. But as she paced the room fiur 
the bettor despatch of this doable hbour, how 
giieted, liow debased in her own eyes, how 
harassed in mind, body and estate did the Spebdr 
tltrift feel toiid her setf rebuldngs.— Montey ! 
^^«^-she wh6 had so often cont^amed the wisdom 
tt th^ worldly,— the pldti^ avarice of . the 
t&hiriowwminded/^-^e base propensities of the 
iatetesied,-*--what penalty wotid she liot haire 
eBtdtnred, ivhat sacrifice would die not havb 
nuadefiM* the secret acqnisitioii of a feW hundred 
^tmndsl — Oh ! grievous destitution of modeiti 
tioies! Vainly does the bankhipt sigh and 
ike paiq)er grdan! — ISor Mercury how brings 
up a golden hatchet from the fbttntain,— no 
RUbesaU stacts forth amid the fern with a 
purse of docat%— 4M> Aboulcasem opens the 
vault of hia hidden treasure, — no Mephis* 
topheles whispers his demoniacal bargain!— ^ 
Money, — even with the unspiritual drawback of 
five per centt ia sufficiently difficult of attain- 
ment ; and instead of tempters with bags of gold 
appearing at every turn, a banker grim and im- 
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CNmlft from perdition and our dividiBiidil41»iai: 
asticipattcmw-^It was w^ fiir poor FtedenM 
liiat Number .Nip turned a desEear^tovhafin^ 
vocations Ifi*-^ -^-^ -•:• 

After fereriBhly leTolviiig m her itttBd ^1m^ ^ififfi^^^ 
Gsdties of thecase^she readi^ to addnas&jir^ 
Tate letter io Obadiah Rn^s, reqvsMii^ kii&4QM 
advance tbe sum of one hundr^poaanU, ialueh> 
would become due to hermthoooorBO'Of 4aa 
days; and apply to her mother for a loan ^ Hie 
remaining sixty-five inunediotdy in reqliellii 
She trusted the statuary would be saAisfied-wiUi 
her promise of payment in Nov^Nuber^ and thsti: 
no extra<Hdinary demands would- arise lUpon: her « 
pocket-money. ^ She^ who lukd neyer iniier 1^ 
experiencsed a deficiency of 11dia'408snptM^» 
flattered herself that she should be>able to geii 
through threi months wUhout a siB^O' gnuneaf r; 
She,. ■• ■^■•■: i • •-•' ':j 

WHose Undly-meltihg^ heart. 

To guilt itaelf, when in distrevs^-r , f ^ . , , ^ 

The babn of pitj would impart. 
And all relief that bount7 can bestow, 



fim^ied iiibi ^exild jcbselier ears agaifisttbf 
iQl^rilmilrriKiidjgri^^ of: all "die tbetimiulu^ 
dame^'itiid pnalytic gaffer^rherfaabituat ^pe^ 
siiweivtimJtiic&geeeii lanes and scattered Koreli^' 
of her own dear Rawleighford !— Alas i pcMV 
Elffl^fiiNt ttf^^S^ lrttie> inagmed tkat tHer 
k^qper^;o£. rtliye privylmfse^had^dveady alkta^ 
WfWit imxx0gmBd& \i^gak^ rilibaiis^v 

nfyfM^RrMd c4iU tiia^ oontemptiMe noiiiiaga >o£^ 
tliedcidy^STinidd'atdepartnienty to tiie^aniount of' 
tUN^ty p0«mda;iaiid-ihat!Jier.8tai»ding:^lls,^ 
luUti^is^needlesstoantiGipate.: :/v \,\ > j!*: 
iliord Lanne^sloii «ad Sir Brooke^ meaimhHe/^ 
had exacted>a psonnsethat she would pa8» the 
ertning^in €harlea*«tr»t tai«atis£f tiianaiixie^ 
ties, of the dimager touching her ecdd^and* 
Lady Laanceston, with all her medicid 6kii|t( 
might be excused for giTing full faith to tius 
suppos^us malady^ when she looked in £re^: 
derica's face and noticed the havoc which four 
days of unequalled anxiety had wrought in its 
expression. So haggard were her looks, her 
eyes so lustrelesS| her Yoice so tremulous, that 
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lier mother wlus almost' tempted 40 inqi 
wliether she had bcien fashi eiwngk to lield ai^ 
farther inlerconrae,' tiuroi^ Lady Olhtia^ with 
Captain MepAey and 4Jiie good dip tiia^ficar* 
Mouth Castle. 

On this feint, hn ladyship'a daobta migfai 
lnty» be^i aaaply remised ; for aeareoly wiM 
ih^ seated for thel ^fieaung^-ii^fiir Biooko aiad 
Xjauaceston poked off on one sofity^ aad Foedck 
nca reeiiBing on ^ t>tfiov betido tiie iMalid^ Iisi» 
emag to a hktory of ^ dispvte behroen Chioo 
and the housekeeper^a caV^^n^it^^MiiiiJirtsltiiigoii 
the stairs amooaoed a Tisitor, and 4i IbiiBtled 
Lady Olim^ with her conntvy peigUbOiflni idMi 
two Miss Peewitsi The' gOBtlittite -lAispei^ 
ingly exchanged certain impdkeaspnratioai 
ier their totnsfer to soma oniscoidaible^ifid^-t^ 
and Lady^Rawieig^ sikntly wished them all 
^ee in a better j^btcei. But poor La^ Ii«nn<* 
eeston luid a gracums weed and sade Snr. all 
her visitors, and sympathised veiy^ kiadly in 
the motiyo of these Esoex worthies fiiririsiting 
the metropolis f-^fer in spite of Lady Ottnsfa 
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p£t\€£ green jqpectftdejBt AQss Peewit was come 
to consult an. oealisi^ wad Miss Mmm was beat 
cm « {Hifmte audience witii Cartwrigkt 

^ Yoa #ee^ my dea?,'- said Lady Olivia id 
her niece, as soon as her twoJ&ienda hmi 
launched into these interesting ezplanationa with 
tiunr hoatess^ '^ I really did not know whattb 
4ot witb them^ tNT jrou would not hare seen me 
liere to^Aight* I eould not take them withme 
tofOld.Lady Suntingfoid% wfaerel waa engaged 
ieiaixmvefsasion^ because thqr hare no pr etmr 
skms to bltte^iain,andit>happenfi nottobeone ef 
berSidntemayt* Iwrotetanote.toLordCalder, 
llradi him for hie box at 'die English Opefar^ 
hiA Mrs.! Erakyne had^been befilrehand wkh 
me ^ and it waaout of the qnestiQai oemainmg 
«thiomey-*^r my houae is eom{detely en iMfnl- 
4ote preparatory tony dqMrtavd ftemtowB; 
— *^very room papered up btbt my own dressisj^ 
TOomL > Se I petanaded them I waa pre-engaged 
4o*']xiy swter/* '■ ■• 

";^ Mamma iaveryjglad^ to aee ihem ;**t.paril^ 
odaorly aa they: oonm on an enaad cf heahhi^ 
replied Fxedericay listlessly* 
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'■"^ I-^sh sh« Vdtild't&e it ibft^ iief fiiad to 
dft: them to dine with h^r fo^m6iiW/*inud df6' 
caicttlatitig tady OlMaj •'foi' i^toit'to'abUlfH 
them I know not ! Yoa 'b«>^ <we'a^ M eii^Ag^'' 
td^flie concert aiid Sijeiitier t tu jfbutd^tt at 
Waddlestbne- Houde; and tiovir^ tl&r HfiC- 
Woodihjgtdn' id ih^iltTed, I hate ko c6tLyet]icliit 
friend oh yrlidtnt I dan take the Vbefty^()l''qQi(^' 
tering them. I have provided' ffit^'ttefr inditi-i 
ing'd ainnsembnt by getting ah '6A^i jfcir'lidtd 
Coder's picture-gallery ;— tfat ad'tJdr:^^thi^'dSid[eif 
pto ofthe business I am coinpfetely 'jitcziBlM f^ ' 

« What iJ this lii6tory of LadylS^dfetfi/'^ai^' 
qtiired Ft^ederica/ anxious t6 evad^'the dbteal* of * 
hier lad;^shiji*s shabby mantettvres,^'fettfiv^tftt( 
ihy uncle Trevelyan's aitival ih fin^difd?— IW 
you imagine that' he has heaid oflAvSiiiaai/^iti" 
ehgi^meot ^ Misd "WaddlcistOiiti; aitd "^Hi&hes 
f* a« c^plailktionl*' ' <-' ;J •-''.-' ^ 

"Lsidy TwadeUis 4 feiy gi«si^&^'dflfeibtttr 
littie woman," said Lady ditvia", s%fliyl ^ftlfe' 
id'soVex^ by^ei* owb dei%6^'dd'tay tt^ew 
p^*ing Abortive, thto Ae (i^not'VfeJt''iJlriiffidift 
cJifiulatttig these "mischiiiVoftBi y^iidk** * " ^- 



*|?^J-f:#* JW^^.^ sugg^ted bj? myself. . Bj^ 

awijiPimj^ftljbcNciAt^tipn,?"/ -,. > 

,.^*Yo^l:^^^file.tIld Mafy are beyond my cpia* 
pi)^I|i^si^^ ox; : that , of any. o^her r^onablf / 
hdx^. ,, Jq B^y the tmth^ my dear; Frederica^ J, 

h^%P:y^Ky,g;f^ j»a§o|i to complain, of bjoth* 
4^,ix^ &th^'sr deaths I lu^ a nine yeai«! 
Qbfinp^ su^t wit)} Trevelywi) and .although it 
^.s. gji^en against ,me with co^Up ua person has, 
evef dQuhted that t was scs^daloualy us^,.an|l 
fujUy justifiable in I my plaims* My broither, 
hpyfm^Tp thought proper, to resent the^i^ and 
J9^e ]^y perse venp^ce.^e excuse for a pen^onaj^. 
q^i^^el; while your fatb^^* amused himself hy 
c»Uiflg me t^ Widow Blft^kacre^'r^ . 

*' But aU thfit afffUr hft9/bee^ long;ended ^md. 
forgotten/' said Lady Rawleigbf . tremblii^g in^ ^ 
antici^tion pf the welj-known mj^n^nra^of that 
terriUe Chanoery snitn = 

*^ Not at all, my d^ar, n^t at,«illli-3!rpvelyaa 
l^.tak^jCilU'etoayoidinef^ersinpjGu Althouj^^ 
we were in Italy, tQgfttli^tiiirteen'montfaij he 
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Kjways inaiiagedtataross me rathe road; to' ^ 
in Sicily when I was at Nafdes ;~ftt PitarwlMK 
I was at Rone. 'Lady Mary, it^ ie true, keeps 
up a formal correspcmdeiiee with sie;: Voi J 
have never seen my nieee sitice she ww e^ht 
years old. Well, Fred, tei ferdj tel gagmi*^ 
you will be Ihe better tots it ! — Sinoe Lord Tiss» 
vdy^in and his daughter have duossD to make a 
stranger of me> they will find that-^Bot, my 
dear love, I haVe never se^[i you smee die tfli«* 
mination of that abominable tranaactkm conM 
eeming Thomas Cuthbert! — Was there evev 
any thing so unfortunate as yomr omitting to 
endorse the bill t^*— Pray let it be avramiog to 
you ancrtber time. If you hadonlywiittaiyoiif 
name on the back, — as any pereoQ/ is tiieif 
senses would have done, and as that Mr* Muggs 
ought certainly to hare instructed yck tb do,^ — 
there is not the aanallest doubt but yoa might 
have hanged the fellow/' 

'^ Hush ! my dear aunt/* fidtered Lady-Raw^ 
leigh, ^ I would not for worlds have Mamma 
distressed by hearing a word on such a sulgecf 

^' Oh ! you have nodiii^ to foar !— She is td^ 



ttuted iaClam P«evit'«: tiecount <^ aa inilaiaf* 
ttotojt .fitito^che she eai^Iit m the iuupd wiat^ 
of* i8&6|t^haricl--4h^ ure tery b«sy with th6 
mgiedieBlftoftheeixd^ioeaiioii. Wdl^ttylov^ 
as I ^rasBayiiigy Mr* MurwiU luwures me thai 
had yoa ^y eaidorsed the biU^ Oiilhbert was a 
lost man. I own I think it a ficaadaloug thing 
tiiat such a yiUiiH ahouid he allowed to escape; 
««^*a footman wha not oiiiy opena a coafideatifid 
lettei>> but embesklea a large sum ^f xooney !^*^ 
Wliich of us ia saftJr-'Ittii^ht bemy case>yoa 
k&ow^ t&-0iom>#;-*Htiid I have considered it 
my duty to the conuauaity at laige^ to addresa 
a letter t» the Attomey-*Gefieral^ iaquiring 
fidietiier there » no law lo which he might 8t«U 
bo wade amenable." 

Ohl^dearamitrv 

And MarwiU has diawn up the case £&s 
eoansers c^inion. t must «ay I thank it waa 
rather officious on Lord Csdder'a pait, ta act i» 
the business without consultii^ any of the fa- 
mily : and the first time I see iiim I shall cer^ 
tainly hint lay opinion that, as I acted as your 
pexsonal adviacff on the occasiooj he might as, 
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s^ell.bave paid me the <^omplimeii4;of asecrtifiii- 

ing my viewa* la lact, it is too pmrokuig^Uiiit 

.thie idllovr fihoiUd have escaped ^ pmudimeBt 

^^ough the iaterf^renee ofa perfect >6tiaa^[ev* 

^^od I Bhall mitke it a point to tell him 80;*^^ > 

* '^ Let me implore you to allow the iuhjeet 4)6 

.drop !— Promise me, nqr dear aunt,^ that-^*^^-' 

< ; '/ Mis^Beewit|mydeaar:^tr-don%sroufiadtliei^ 

candles too much for your poor ^ft» t^-^ ha^e 

no doubt Wrightson could 'find yoa a' cdiade, or 

a screen ; ov my nephew will ^gi» 'ytWi ixp hts 

place on the sofa^ — ^Larnicestont^'^^'^make YMm 

for Miss Peewit hy«ir BrckAei^' ^ -^ 

But neither party seemed inclined to flHiOt 

liy; the hint. Poorblink^ Mies Peeii^ was 

in the seventh heaven of naixxby^-patnbjr wiA 

lier Taletudinarian hostefikl'j L6rd '&Miieesfto& 

was askii^ Sir Brooke's advice relati^^ to -a 

mew m^r(^g6 on th^ Marbtoti -^tifiatet knd 

kieither had th^ Mst incltnatidil td btf'maitkM 

or countermarch^ l&r tite 'gratifi<6flitiiitt' 4F Itdr 

ladyship's whims/ '- : . j;>.'^-.'i 

'«^'^!rhefe is^oile t><nnt ihwMch'l redH^'^Mtisr 

tapestalatis' wither Bi'ooke/' limbed" B«il^ 



-H ■ .J.vr 



'0^'mr-c)mffm^^U>^^^^^ subject (tf 

;!» iflfe4hq ofl^' I saw ikita pfe»eid Mri €aldj^r 

pouttdsk vNbwjedthoiigh^the'twolitUid^ {>6tAHl 
Jbaiik-4>iU mstHl in yoor husl^tid's possession 
and aTailal^le, the 'ci^ty pounds iii notes is 
f^one and spent ;^^ahd if he choosds to -prose- 
.Q^te fiuthbort for a hfeach; of trust, he wcmid 
.^otonly haye a chance of recovering^'tlie money 
iint he enabled to transport the wretphfinr life; 
.Qr.perh^pa — wha knows4-to h^ig Wan after ^11 ! 
—I must have a. Uttle ? conyersation "With ' Raw- 

Of^gh.-: 

. *' Kyou loy^.me^iray dearatint, do not nttcr 
4)1;^ syUai3!l^ fi(urther on the fliubject; which is 
1^ 9U)st 4Jis^r6S8ing pne^batJl to lay husband aad 

; But,l^l^eri<Qi^'iic|ieekA becanae pushed widi 
the deepest iQfii^i^xi al; this 4iUther discorery of 
|M^u|pijiafy,Hivq|yemenL^ ^|ie ^ iatherto over* 
looked the circumstance of the.4fifi^le|f eighty 
4^^n4ftrr^d.hfrd,e?eiy,y«fwiwii,t(j| af^Ahend 
(ll^yti Si^ J^ripokei M M^ bu$iwsarlik0 wiew^vt 

TOL. III. L 
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the case^ intended to apply the next quarter of 
her pin money to its re-imbursement ! 

Here then was an end of all her hopes of 
the hundred poxinds to be advanced by Mister 
Obadiah Ruggs ! — 



', . •..! 
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, %ii^ to make your inquiries^ you find your nvay 
to Leonora. She is engaged M^ith Prince Albert 
itiid Colonel Rhyse in the musio-roooL Lady 
Rawlei]^ will perhaps honour me by accepting 
my escort during your absence.'' 

Half the hint would have been sufficient fiir 
Lotd Launceston. Delighted to escape on any 
terms, he resigned his sister to Mn Waddle- 
stone's arm, and huxried away, the prince 
leisurely following. 

^' You must fofgire me/' resumed Mr« W«, as 
soon as they were out of sight, '^for venturing 
to offer my unworthy self as Lord Launceston's 
representative ; but I am not yet so old as to 
have forgotten the tediousness of a day passed 
within m^t of those we love without the power 
of communicatiitm* My poor girl has been 
looking so harassed and unhappy all the mom* 
ic^, that I eouU not but take pity on her." 

^' Miss Waddles^oi^ is very good — too good^^. 
m affixing so much importance to my brother's 
absence or presence,'* said Fmderica^ uncerely 
indignant at Launceston^s dismg^uous pfo- 
4^eedii^; ''for her owa are v«ry eagerly marksd, 
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t»di(tte destitutlQn of fine^ladiei^aii^ )&qe g^j^ 
(femett with fi^e feelings !-^it is, ^ifch a loani^Q^ 
isdtf-eccusation to plead poverty, la exQi|g|e .^r 
tke delayied payment of a biU inqui^irecl, iQ,,a^ 
tiie fws^tom^ess of ^ui overflowing pufse;^— rtb^ 
the eye quails and the voice falters b^fojr^.tiie 
appalling presence of the humble indiyidualto 
whom so vile a plea is tendered. — 'f Jncp^iye- 
nient ^t the present moment,"-— '^disappoint- 
ment in my rents,"— ^" unexpected calls 9n jp^y 
ready money,"— are pretty generally recognised 
as the mere lame apologies of unjustifi^^blj^ prgr 
4igality!— ■ 

But Frederica, Rawleigh was more than 
commoiUy sensitive to the dishonour of su/ch 
proceedings. Educated by an^^ther who^iiio^- 
withstanding the seeming indolenQie^and. )^t* 
lessness of her mode of Ufe, maii^itained the 
strictest regularity in her dome^o ,a|bi]:s^r-ai^4 
in spite of a seeming inanity of ,min4, fulfill^ 
with righteous diligence>evetyr duty of.^r,jg}e?r, 
•i-^he had been wholly .unused tq the siglf t. of 
disorder, or to the anxieties of pecuniary j^- 
bamissment. She. had never^ it is t^i^^i ^^ 



dSiiiied' Wtth lectures dn exti^Vagaace ; but' httd 
t^^biVed a still better l^ioA w the c^rdetty 
^pKtiitJr of liatdy Lauttcffestori's habits ; wbSItt 
tkoiiei in 'WMcli she had beeii i^erscmaHy tmned 
Wi^e such "49^ io' r^der ivasteful 'ptyyftision 'till 
^id^nce' ' of madnesd in hfer ^tiifiation tsthit 
thto'a'fauK. '■• ''••• "■' ••■ ■'• '^'■'■- ' ■' " ■■^ 
Aild i^h'e wad now to eiidttfe th^ self^Ksonvictiiim 
of this! iettbr of judginent^ in ali its m^ltiplioiouB 
m^rtyrdotn' ! — ^Circutnstances u6noticedi befiwre, 
bfegan to stisirt ujy iii fHghtful ppotiiinenc^^ for 
Hiv acbti^tidn ; s^d a thoiisand' trifles light as 
air grew oppressive with the leaden weiglit 
affixed hf conscience to their ihsignifidaticer 
lOn' arriviri^ at hoiie after hfet tniJ9atis&c*toty^^*- 
j^lanatifon with' Lady OB via, ^he ' fettrid thtdcf 
i^itek' lyiSfg on iht hilMable, elbsfed ' iii ' tfll 
tHe ediimercral odiurii of t^feth6od> and'beaiS- 
ihg hef ' ■ sttp^rscription- * flourished i in • all ' ' the 
^spicioui^ pferfectibn -of 4he derkly art.*' At 
aAy ofSier tinJe^tbey f^dnldr hefve beieii'iii<^ckam-f 
Aally dptoid and iJirbwii 'aside j but miir, a cold 
tfeW TttoKtiBlfed h^T^itJhhr a» the horror^ i!>f an 
linpaid'dtidimpclyabiebili &tii ooe^tMkA&^bJbt 
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'^ I-^sh shB Wbdd^itke {( itdti her fi^d to 
a** Ihm to ditie wtfc h^ <6^incW(m/*BiM **' 
c^ctilatiiig tady Olivia r**^lbi'%totto^ab ^H 
them I know not ! Yotflsdi^ Wk ai^^ill i^ipgifta^ 
Witi6 concert andcHje^fi^ d lafiutc^te at 
Widdlestbne- flouiff; iand tioW^ tifet HfiC-; 
Woodingtto is liifluftted, I ha^e ho cteveliJiltit 
friebd otk v^btnf I (iah take the liberty^ brqifiti^ ' 
teritig them. I h^ve prbVided' f61^ fhefr bfefti^' 
i^g'd^iittms^'ent by getting ah di^ef (itiliilA 

pcilt ofihe business I am'confplc^ly ptoisl^ f**' ' 

« What W this liUtoTy of LadyTS*ad4lI»V'^- ' 
<jiiired Frisderica^ aiixioiUc to eviid^'thie dbiBil"df ' 

fa^ lad^sUiii'^ shiA^y isaii<!eWr^; ^'ieIilViv^<i't« 
niy itocle TVevelyaii's arrival in fin^dif*?— Dft! 
you ims^ine that' W has heaM df lftuiiBe6t6^^ 
efig^ment^ Mis^ Wiiddl^tdiicl; attd "^K^es 
fifraft'ttsiaankticinl'*'"-" ■■■'-^ i'--- ".."•'•'•'■'.r' '^ 

=-'Lady T^deU4i <i feiy-^i^fe^'tifllJiiittt' 
Uttie woman," said Lady dltvij^, jfii^yl ^Kft' 
iii'soV^xfetl bytei' otrti ddagftfeoA'iijf il^ew 
p^ing iboifiVe; IMtt 'she dldttdt'V^e^i^dfft 
ci^visM^ these1^iiischi^<^ iiMtid&.*^ ' 



'/ i- 
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hftberdaaherifr thanking Jier ladyship for the 
liberality of her past favoursi (which she had 
¥»ry unfittingly bestowed,) and soliciting her 
fortbei? attention to their new stock, • on their 
otewpremises, 16,Willianx-streety Clerkenwell;«>i^ 
a locale with which she was very unlikely io 
hecome acquainted, unless in her accid^ital paisi- 
^patioQ of some of Lady Olivia's obUquitpus 
travela through the metropolis. 

Fredeiica flung aside these mockeries of h^r 
distress, debased in spirit by the perturbation 
^ey had so innocently originated. — But that 
perturbation, and the reflection to which it gare 
birth, sufficed to destroy her rest Her pillow 
had at length acquired the disquieting uneasi^ 
jciess inseparable from a troubled spirit : she felt 
that a crisis was at hand. She felt that she 
must either endure the .prolonged mortification 
of pecuniary involvement, with all its attendiMit 
icritationsi or the still sharper pang <^ degi^i4* 
ing herself in the eyes of those she loved^ — of 
those who loved herf^hy^n acknowledgment 
of her weakness, ac^l an appeal to their teadjsr 
'' Oh I that horrible pin money Vf 
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Kjwa'jB nsMAged tacfossn^tofatheroad^to'be 
in Sicily idiea I was at Naples j-««t Pk^-wiistt 
I was at Rone. Lady Mary, it' is tnie^ keeps 
up a formal correspondeiMse with ne; VotJ 
ha^e never seen my nteee since rills' was «i|ght 
years old. Well, Fred, tei fird, tel gagne!*^ 
jfou will be llie better fox it ! — Since Lord Trs» 
vdyan and Us dangfater have dnessn tomake m 
stranger 6i me^ they will find that^-^Bnt^ my 
dear love, I have never se^i yon smee tfie tsi^ 
minati<m of that abominable transaction cacH 
ceming Thomas Cuthbert! — ^Was there eves 
any thing so unfortunate as^ yoor ondttin^ to 
endorse the liill?*»- ^ray let it be a wamii^ to 
yen anotba* time. If ]poa bad only wattsn yon 
name on the back, — as any peroon is Aetr 
senses would have done, and as ^bat Mr* M oggs 
ought certainly to hav^ tnstracted yck tb do,^ — 
there is not the smallest doubt bat yon iniglit 
have hanged the Mowi" 

'' Hush ! my dear aunt,." fldtered Lady-Raw^ 
leigh, ** I would not for worlds have Mamma 
distressed by hearing a word on such a snlject'* 

'' Oh 1 you have nothing to foar !— She is tdb^ 



aurhod m Cl«m Pwwit'«: mocount of aa inflaio:*- 
imIoiji fittei^fcche she tenglit ia the kuxi wiot^ 
of* i886;«H-*hafki--4h^ mre teiy b«sy with th« 
it^ivdieBteoftlieemibxocatioQ. Wdi^nylove^ 
as I vmsB..Wfmgj Mr. ManviU asMures aie &ai 
hiid yoa only endorsed the biU^ Outhbert was a 
lost maik I own I think it « scaadakms thing 
thatsoch a^iUaim shonU be allowed to escape; 
«*^*ci footman wha not only opens a. confidentiid 
letter^but^en^nks a large sum of. money !—* 
Which of us IS saft 2r-It tn^ht be my case^you 
knoW; t»-inorroW; — Sind I have considered it 
my duty to the oonununity at large^ to addresa 
a leiter t» the Attorney -General^ inquiring 
Yi^tiiflr th^fe is no kw to whidi he might sliU 
bo made ameniJble." 

«" Oil ! jury dear amtr' 

^^And Marwili iias diawn up the case ios 
counsel's c^nion* I nuttt 4»ay I think it was 
rather ofiicious on Lord Gaidar's paxtyto act m 
the business wit)iottt consultiiig' any of the fa- 
mily : and the first time I seeliim I shall cej>« 
tainly hint my opinion that, as I acted as your 
personal adviser on the occasion, he might as, 
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^^well have paid me the iiloni^^limeii^iof asocitifiBh- 
4ag my view^. In fact^ it i$ too promkuip/tbit 
.tljie fellow^ should have eseaped punuabmeBt 
^through the interf^renee of « perfect 8tvaii|[ev; 
m^d I Bhall mitke it a point to tell him aaJ*. • 
. *' Let me implore you to allow the tubjeet io 
drop ! — Promise nie,.my dear aunt, that-— *^» - 
. ,// Mi»sPeewit|mydea3r^f-don%youfitidtIlMie 
candles too much fbr your poor ey^ ?— -^I haVe 
no doubt Wrigfatson could find you a riMtde, t)r 
a screen ; or my nephew ivill givifr ydu tip' hm 
place on the sofaw — ^Lamicesten !-^make YOOai 
for Miss Peewit by «ir BKk*e." 

But neither party seemed inclined to ][iM»fit 
Jby the hint. Poor* blinking Mids PeeWft was 
in the seventh heaven of natnby-pamby tritfi 
her valetudinarian hosteM ; Lord 'LMiieeffton 
was asking Sir Brooke's advice reladi^ to-a 
mew mMt^bijgh -mi th^ Man^toti estate^ 'tod 
lieither had th^ kiist inclination to b^inaitMd 
or countetmarch^ for the gt^tifi^atticfai' W Mr 
ladyship's whites/ :r *>..! ^.i 

>^Theie ii^ofte point in wMch'I reaRy'iiM^ 
top^stalalis'wiAi Sir Brooke/" testnbed" IW*^ 



M 
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pouhchk Jiowjalthoiigh:the'two4imi^H^ j[)OtMi 
Jbank-^iiU uir'stHl in yoor husl^nd's possession 
and aTailal^le, the 'ci^ty pounds iibi notes' is 
{(one and spent ;^^hd if he ch^os^k to -prose- 
i^i^te ,Cuthbert for a bieach; of trust, he Wcmld 
not only h&ye a chance of recovering'^the money 
.hut he enabled to tmnsport the wretphfinr life; 
Qr.perl^p^-^wha know84~to hamg hkn after ^11 ! 
—I must have a., little ? conversation ^ith ' Raw- 



f9 



.. *' K^oq la]i)fe'i3ae^:ray dearatlnt, do not nttcr 
^one sjrUs^3fI^ farther on the dubject; which is 
1^ 9U)st 4iistre^s9i^ one,bati^ to my husband aad 
myself;" ::-,, :..,;!.>. : ^-.:-.^: ■:■■ ,•: - 
But,^l^eri^i^'i^ic|ieekA becanae fliish^ 

the deepen iqnpaiwi^ s^t^ tbi^ii^Jfth^ discovery of 
|)i^upjafy,i«ivq|yi^entr ^|ie ^^jhitherto over* 
looked the circumstance of the.4^i^l ^.tiglity 
4^^n4^--ai|d,{hfid,e?piy.^epwi..*<i itf^Ahend 
^} Si^ JliVQolLff^ »kyi»^ b«$itt5sarlikd : ri^ rf 
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the case^ intended tp apply the next quarter of 
her pin money to its re-imbursement ! 

Here then was an end of all her hopes of 
the hundred pounds to be adyanced by Mister 
Obadiah Ruggs !— 



'. . -.'t 
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l^piiia threw herself into a chair with a re- 
newkl oir her provoking merriment, and Miss 
Elbany encircled the recoiling waist of her vie > 
tim with a tender embrace. 

" My dearest Frederica ! have you not a 
single kind word to say to your cousin Mary?", 
whispered the rejected damsel. ' 

" Mary Trevelyan ?" faltered Lady Rawleigh 
with sudden consciousness. 

" Mary Trevelyan ! — ^to whom you have de- 
meaned yourself so harshly, while * you were 
solely occupied with her eulogy and defence ! — 
My dear, dear Fred. ! — shall I ever forget the 
zeal with which you fought my battles against 
Broughley and Mi's. Woodington and all my 
tribe of enemies, — ^while I sat by, an unsuspected 
spectator of the affray !" 

Lady Rawleigh actually trembled with de- 
light ! — She saw through it all ! — Sir Brooke 
was innocent — ^was an accomplice of the strata-, 
gem, — she alone had been unreasonable, unjust^ 
jealous, absurd ; but she received and returned 
the affectionate embrace of her beautiful cousin, 
— and all was forgotten ! 

K3 



ti»diiftte destitutlQn of finejadies.and jBo^ gf^ 
tteiae» with fiae feelings !--ritis^uch a laanift;;^;^ 
isdtf-eccusaUon to plead poverty, ia e:s:cu8|e .ff>x 
tke delayed payment of a bill iocunred, ift,,^ 
tiie iweu^itoni^esi^ of im overflowing pufsq^r-rtb^ 
the eye quails and the voice falters hetov^.^fy^ 
appalling presence of the humble indiyiduaLt? 
whom so vile a plea is tendered. — '.' Incp^^ve- 
nient ^t the present moment/'-— "dis^ppoii^^- 
meni in my rents/'— ^" unexpected calls 9U yny 
ready money/'— ^are pretty generally recognised 
as the mere lame apologies of unjustifis^ble pr^r 
4igality!— ^ ,^ 

But Frederica, Rawleigh was more thfoi 
commonly sensitive to. the di^onour of syp^i 
proceedings. . Educated by a : m,other w^^ ^cj^- 
withstanding the seeming indolencie ,anjd. lf(st- 
lessness of her mode of life^ maintained U^e 
strictest regularity in her dome^o ,afiaij:s,r- ai?4 
,hi spite of u seeming inanity of ,min4i fnl^^ 
with righteous diligence. evetyr duty of,^r.fi|€^^ 
•i-^he bad been wholly unused tq the sigt^t* of 
'disorder, or to the anxieties of peouniary.jefx- 
baraassm^nt. .She. had never^ it is tj^p b^^ui 



d!hiiied''^tth lectures dn extfaVagciticef; buthttd 
ife6feJVed a still better Ifes^otl i» the cMrdetl]^ 
^pKdil^ of tatdjr liauttc^toti's h^tbits ; wMl» 
tibose m 'Whicb she had beed i^rs^afiy trained 
Wi^re sttcb %8- to' r^der ivasteful 'ptyyftision ^siik 
^id^nce' of xkiadnes^' in* h^i^ estisii^iion tsthtt 
thaii'a'fatilt. " ''^'''- ' - ••• '■■'-' - ■ ; ■'^ ■ :r 
' Aild ^h'e wad now to eiidttre th^ ^If^convictiioa 
of thisl enrbr of judgiaient^ in all its m^tiplioious 
fii^rtyrdotir !— ^Circutnstances MnoHcei before, 
bfegatn to start uj^iii fi-ightful proimmeiK^' for 
hfei? a(ibti^ti6n ; smd a thousand' trifles light as 
air grew oppressive with the leaden Weight 
i^fflxed b;^ corisciehce -to their ihsignific^aticer 
bta'af rivltig kt hotfae after hfertnijjatis&eftoryi^x- 
][]ilfeation Mth ' Lady OB via, lihe feutid ' threcf 
lettek lyi&g on th^ hill-4able, elbsfed -iii fill 
the ediiiiiiercSal ddiuiix of ii^fethbod^ and^bea-r^ 
ih^ hef ' • stap^rscriptten ' flourished in ■ all ' ' the 
^sptcioui^ pierfefctibn -of t^ derkly ^aart^^J At 
iitiy 6^it tinJe" tbey t^duld^ hefre beehy igckam-f 
Aally dpi^tiid and thrbwri 'aside ,- bui m^, a artd 
*eW TttotStiBfted h^^'bi'O^ ^ the horror* bf' to 
llnpaid'itidlitipdi^able %ili &^i ooi^riBiAd^iu^ 
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'^ I-^sh ste W&uid^ke if i<itb iier fi^d to 
a*"th«m to dine Wall hfer td^inoiT(m/*^^ ffi6 
caictilatiiig taify Olivia J **^foi'%teat to^ab ^H 
them I know not ! Yotfls^^^ We ai^^^l eigi^a^ 
U/ih^ cohdert znA iStijeiitiier i h fiiiti^^ih at 
Wtfddlestone-Housiei: knd iioW' tHa:t HfiC- 
Woodingtonf ii^ lii^ttted, T haVe fao cinvefiSttfit 

firiehd ofr wWtri I <iah take the tibeity^'orqtit^ 
terttog^^theui. I h^Ve proVided fbf ttefr bfei^^^ 
iiig'd iairmiiemtent by g^ttirig ah order &fH8iA 
OridePd picttire^^eiy ;— tfet BS to t^^ 
p^ ofthe btfsihesB I am completely pto^^ f*^ ^ ' 

« What W this litetory of L%T^dfell*V^^ 
qbiited Fiiedenca/ iEuixioti»tO evicfe'ilie d^tBll'''df' 

% uncle IVevelyacn's attivta in fii^dif*?-iIW 
you imagine that' tie hte h&td of l.auilt;est6if^^ 
ei^^meot W Mis^ 'Vfaddlestoii^, altd %ilhes 
fii'aa'ikplat^tibnl*"- - '■-'■ i--- " "'-■'•'r' " 
'^'Lstdy Tr^udetti* i Very'-^^&^V 6flSfci<)tiS' 
UtUe woman," said Lady dliViai aSgHly; *»^lfe ' 
iii'so'v^^ bytei' or«^ SismgfiM'diiiay Mj^evr 
p^ing iboifiv^; tb^ 't^e (i^trdt'V^t-illrfkdiffc 
(^ulatM^ these lnisclii^<My/«Aiidtis.<^''' ^' 
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you first appease my curiosity by eXplainirig 
iSie amine of your present visit ? '* 
' *^ Do you then venture to doubt my word?" 
said Lady Sophia Led, holding up her hand in 
a menacing . attitude. '^Tis even as I tdld 
you ! — ^The poor child has spent all its money; 
and you cannot do better than secure it frotn 
the whipping it deserves, by presenting it the 
thousand pound cheque with which Lord Tre- 
velyan has commissioned you to procure 'the 
cadeau for his d^ar niece and god-daughter 
Frederica, which he neglected to send on the 
occasion of her marriage/ My life on it, she 
will prefer the payment of her debts, to all the 
pearl necklaces and sapphire S^vignesin Kitch- 
ing's shop ! " 

*^ Here is my father's letter, with its enclo- 
sure,*' said Lady Mary, taking a paper from her 
portfolio, and tendering it to Lady Rawleigh. 
*^ Read it at your leisure, my deaf cousin, that you 
may assure yourself I have neither exceeded my 
commission nor imposed on your delicacy!—^ 
And now for my own manifesto; the most pain- 
ful article of which is spared me in the confes- 
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i^ways isiMiaged to taross m& tan the rtad ; to' be 
in Sicily idie& I was at Na]deti ;--ftt Pka-wlus 
I was at Rcme/ 'Lady Mary, it^ k truei kaept 
up a fonnal correspondence with me;^ lint>i 
ha^e never seen my nieee since she^wase^ht 
years old. Well, Fred, tel firdj tel gapm!**-* 
jfou will be Ihe better for it ! — Stooe Lord Tin<^ 
vdyan and his danghter have chosen to make« 
stranger of m&, they will find duit— *Bnl^ my 
dear lore, I hate never se^i yon siaee die tiii^ 
minadon of that abominable transacti^i codm 
eeming Thomas Cuthbert! — ^Was theve 9n» 
any thing so unfortunato ae your onttting to 
endorse the bill ?«--Pray let it be m ¥ramin|^ to 
yea another time. If you bad onlywattonyow 
name on the back, — as any person in tibm 
senses would have done, and as that Mr* Miigge 
ought certainly to ha^^ instmcted ydn todo,^ — 
there is not the smialleet doubt but yott iBi^;hl; 
have hanged the feUow»" 

'' Hush ! my dear aunt,." fidtered Lady-Raw^ 
leigh, ^ I would not for worlds have Mamma 
distressed by hearing a word on such a snlject'^ 

*' Oh ! you have notiiii^ to fear f— fihe w ab^ 



arabod in. Clam Peewit'^k recount of soi inflam^ 
finiory ik^e^ftche she <uttgiit ia the hard wiat^ 
of' i826;i^haii;:i-'^^ey toe very bvsy with the 
ingfadieBtaoftfaeenibioeaiioa. Wel^ttylovc^ 
as I vras sftipigy Mr. MarwiU aaaures me that 
had joa only eBdoi:8ed the biU» Outhbert was a 
lost man. I own I think it a scandalous thing 
tii&at snch ayiUain should be allowed to escape; 
«>*^ footman who not only opens a oonfidentiid 
letter, but embexxles a large sum of money !-^ 
Which of us is safe ?r— It might be my case^you 
know, to-morrow ;«^*-tnd I have considered 14 
my duty to the conununity at large^ to address 
a leUer to the Attorney -General^ inquiring 
whether there is no law to which he might stiU 
be made amenable." 

^Ohlofydearauntr 

''And Marwill has dmwn up the case £n; 
counsel's opinion* I must say I think it waa 
lather officious on Lord Calder's party to act iut 
the business without consultii^ any of the fa- 
mily : and the first time I see him I shall cer^ 
tainly hint my opinion that, as I acted as your 
personal adviser on the occasioOj he might as, 



270 PIN MONEY. 

to throw myself on Rawleigh's forgiveness, as 
my heart inclines me, — or expose my weak- 
ness only to mamma and Laonceston.'^ 

*' You must tell me something more ihan 
this vague self-accusation, before I can de- 
cide.''— 

" Most unfortimately," resumed Lady Raw- 
leigh, with a sigh of mingled heaviness and 
contrition, ^'a very liberal settlement of pin 
money was made on me at my marriage. I was 
brought up in total ignorance of the compara- 
tive value of money; had never been ad- 
mitted to the slightest discussion of pecuniary 
affairs; and this unlucky fbur hundred a-ytar 
appeared to my inexperiaice to -comprehend all 
the riches of the earth. More than half thift 
infinite treasure, however, was appropriated to 
the disgi*aeeful ^cart6 business with which you 
are already acquainted ; while the remainder has 
be^n trifled away by my own idle improvidence, 
and in some degree through the undue inffiii^ 

ence of others. — But no matter F — I am now so 
1. •. ^ ■ • . 

deeply involved, that nothing less than foui^bl* 

five hundred pounds can restore me to my 



- i^Ihrftr dmgnig^ • t^ ^ • ^he - gm^fykig siibject tff 
liboimdn^ hi&4di>rii<m - ^^ Beliijte 

rlw Jc£b .ihq offi^' I^ saw bvia pteBCid latA Cal^r 
lotisi /a ^cbequer for tw^ hBiidr^ ' tdid r ^eiigliiljy 
poundsi NowJOldiotKgk the'two^UiiEArM t>oiAid 

JbaQk-4}iU ift.^ttHl in your hui^tid'd possession 
and arailal^le, the >eig^ty pounds ih notes' is 
igOAe and spent; — and if he chdosek to prose- 
x^Hte ;Cutlkbert fi>r a bieacb of trust, be wcmld 
.SLotonlyhftye a chance of recoverin^'th^inoney 
Ijiut be enabled to trans{M>rt the wretch £Dr life; 
Qr.perbs^p6-!-wh<^ know84-to hang hkn after all ! 
— I must have a Uttle ' cpnyersation *With Raw- 

aeigh." 

. ^^ If yoa love me, my dear atlnt, do not nttcnr 
one syUaj^e f further on the filubject; which is 
H most djistresfiuog onebotli to my husband and 
myself^i" ::.. . . . ..•., . . ■ •■■ 

But.Ffiederiii^f^'a c}ieek4 became flusbed with 
th€f deeped crimson at tbi^ ffuther discovery of 
pecui3iajyJ«ivQ|yement.* ^^e l^ad Mthesio oyer* 
looked the circumstance of tl\e,4efieit ef eighty 
4K)Vin4?*-^^d bfid, evprjr ;rea8^ . to af^dhend 
^- Sii: HvQokf^i jfk Jm9 bv^ipi^sarlike liew, vl 
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the case, intended tp apply the next quarter of 
her pin money to its re-imbursement ! 

Here then was an end of all her hopes of 
the hundred pounds to be advanced by Mister 
Obadiah Ruggs !— 



•-• . ■•1 



• % 
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$opiiia threw herself into a chur with a re- 
newal of her provoking merriment, and Mias 
Elbany encircled the recoiling waist of her vie * 
tim with a tender embrace. 

*' My dearest Frederica ! have you not a 
single kind word to say to your cousin Mary?'*, 
whispered the rejected damsel* - 

" Mary Trevelyan ?" faltered Lady Rawleigh 
with suiiden consciousness. 

*^ Mary Trevelyan ! — ^to whom you have de- 
meaned yourself so harshly, while you were 
solely occupied with her eulogy and defence ! — 
My dear, dear Fred. ! — shall I ever forget the 
zeal with which you fought my battles against 
Broughley and Mrs. Woodington and all my 
tribe of enemies, — ^while J sat by, an unsuspected 
spectator of the affray !" 

Lady Rawleigh actually trembled with de** 
light ! — She saw through it all ! — Sir Brooke 
was innocent — was an accomplice of the strata- 

* 

gem, — she alone had been unreasonable, unjust, 
jealous, absurd ; but she received and returned 
the affectionate embrace of her beautiful cousin. 
— and all was forgotten ! 

N3 
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tFithitte destitution of fineladieisapd jBne.gf;^ 
ttemen with fine feelings I^-rit is such a manijB^ 
self-eccusatioa to plead poverty, in excus^e fqx 
the delayed payment of a bill incuired . i?^ ,al) 
the fwimtonaesa of an overflowing purse^—r^b^^t 
the eye quails and the voice falters before .^ 
appalling presence of the humble individual. ;t9 
whom so vile a plea is tendered. — ^' Inco^ive- 
nient ^t the present moment/'-*-^^ disappoint- 
ment in my rents," — " unexpected calls pn piy 
ready money,"— are pretty generally recognised 
as the mere lame apologies of unjustifis^ble prgf- 
digality!— ' '' ,^ 

But Frederica Rawleigh was more than 
jcommonly sensitive to the dishonour of spic|i 
proceedings. . Educated by a mother who^ not- 
withstanding the seeming indolence ILn4. }^!^ 
lessness of her qoiode of life, maintained the 
strictest regularity in her domestic .ajO[aii:s^r-a]^4 
Jm spite of a seeming inanity of min^t fviSi!^ 
with righteous diligence. every, duty of li^rj^, 
*i— she had been whoUy unused to the sig^t^ of 
diaordeiv or to the anxieties of pecuniary je;«^- 
baraassmient. .She. had never, it is t^ii^^ \f^w 



<lhiiied''^tth lectum dn extfaT^agftnc6; but had 
ifedfeiVed a" still better liss^oil in? the orferfy . 
^pfidtjr of lifltdy liauttcffestori's habits ; wMItt 
^oi& in 'Which she had beeH |fen»QnaHy tmiind 
^t& such ish ta render wasiefal 'piyyftesion '$tt 
^id^Hce'of xiiadn^^^ in hbr ^tiittaiion r&tb(^l[^ 
thdtla'fkult. " "••• • - •- ^•■^•- •••••-- 
'Aiid i^he wad ttdn^ to endure th« self^convictiioii 
cff iM^ enrbr of judghient^ in all its n^ltiplicious 
Aiirf yrdota' !— Circtiinstances uAnoticed' beftwfe, 
"bfegatn to stiart uj^ in fiightfttl ppdmineiiQ^' fer 
Hi's* ac^bti^tidn ; ahd a thoiisand^ trifles light as 
air grew oppressive with the leaden Wei^t 
itffixed b;^ conscience to their ihsignificfaticet 
(Otf arHviri^ at h(nhe after' h^r miiaatisfectory' lex- 
]|)lanatidn Svith ' Lady OEVia, ^he f&uiid • thnac; 
littei^ lyiif^ on ih« ftAH^able, clbsect'iti dl 
the ediinierci'al odiuxti of Hi^fethbod; and'bear^ 
ihg het^ ''^^irscriptibn' flourished rih • all'' tli« 
ftispicioui pierfectlbn -tf thb darkly ^ait^' ^ JLt 
toy biJier tiirie* fli^ tvduld- httre beehy ^ciam- 
6ally (^p^hidandthrbWtf'asltte^bul ildt^r,a cold 
aWw ittowttelQfed h^fT^hyw 6S the hdrrori bf an 
tinpaiddixdimp^abfe bill fyii ooi^fi^i^hibt 
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imagination: and she not only cohveyed tlieA 
tnlexamined as far as her dresstng-room, but 
actually waited to be relieved from Mrs. Pas* 
ley's inquisition, before she ventured to unclose 
the dreaded page for the perusal of those ire* 
taendous perpendicular columns— marshalled in 
the fatal array of red ink, and dated with aceu^ 
rate and insulting minuteness, — ^which ' show 
more terrible to the eye o{ the prod^l litaa 
the columns of the British forces ' t6 the im- 
perial fugitive of Waterloo! — ■'- ■ ■ 

On the present occasion Lady Kawleigh's 
alarms were superfluous ! — ^The first of th^B84 
wafered envelopes contained a lithograjphic ^sid^ 
dress from a ready-money tailor,-:H5ettih^forBI 
peculiar inducements of thrift in the puncfaane 
of livery-coals arid veltetieens ;— the second waH 
a satin-paper circular from a fiishiohable library 
professing to circulate all the new works ofn tltoi 
day of publication, or in other wbrds^ to suj^^iSlf 
three hundred copies of every idle iiovel*4o-ili 
three litindred grateful subs^ribers';-^«4he tlittd 
contained a card from Messrs. Stubble uiid 
Bubble^ hotters, drapers; silk-mercerff^^ idiA 
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lial^erdafikersy. thanking her ladyship for the 
liberality of har paat fayours^ (which she had 
¥iury imvittingly bestowed^ and soliciting her 
iorthej? attention to their new stock| • on their 
neiiv^ premises, 16,Williain-streety Clerkenwell;-*' 
$^< locale with which she was very unlikely to 
I^ecome acquainted, unless in her accidental par<^ 
^patioQ of some of Lady Olivia's obUquitpus 
tvavela through the metropolis* 
, ,:Frederica flung aside these mockeries of h^r 
distress, debased in s[ttrit by the perturbation 
iftey had so innocently originated. — But that 
perturbation, and the reflection to which it gaye 
lurth, sufficed to destroy her rest. Her pillow 
had at length acquired the disquieting uneasi* 
aeas inseparable from a troubled spirit : she felt 
Ihat a crisis was at hand. She felt that she 
must either endure the .prolonged mortification 
of pecuniary involyement, with all its attendai^t 
imritationej or the still sharper pang of degrM* 
iag herself in the eyes of those she loyed^ — of 
those who loved her^ — ^byan acknowledgment 
of her weakfiess^ a^d an appeal to their tender 
l^fK^tioB. . '' Oh ! that horrible pin money i^ 



munaured she^ in the feverish x^^^tl^ssneas^f}^ 
nocturnal reflections. '' Hc^ I found it n$cf»- 
sary to have recourse to Rawleuigh fprrtl^e,^ 
£uled pai^ment of fny debts,— Jiad full a^d ^ 
tire confidence . been established between .w 
in the defrayment^ of my pergonal exp^nses^rr 
neveir, never should I have plunged into fikp 
exces9es which embitter a destiny especially 
ole^t by Providence I" ^ So absorbed .was^]^ 
Spirit in these considerations, that she cpuld fi<^ 
no interval to aggravate her distresn by grieir^ 
ing over the unfriendly machinations of L^d(jf 
Sophia in Miss Elbany's behal£ 

Meanwhile Lord Launceston had not oply 
turned a deaf ear to his sister's representation ^ 
her disinclination to appear at the Wa^dle^tope 
House breakfast, but had appealed to her in the 
strongest terms against, any selfish indulgence i^ 
her own on such an occasion* More intimately 
acquainted than herself with the calumnie9 
which had been circulated, and the misrepresen- 
tations accredited, relative to her recent adven- 
ture, he was aware of the peremptory necessity 
that she should at once confront the world,— 



^ « ■ 1 
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l£hife^Tyi&g; 6laidbring/mali^ of »• 

'iffiibS&tiie4lfei— sui)ported tiy the cbuinienance 
oflii^^hWi^and land' Wother^ and saiictionea ' 
iflife^ddtn^'aiiionsliip of her female fiiendsu He 
l&d Vilify little indulgence for the sweet sensiDir 
litieii'bf ^e female heart, or the debilities of tne 
i^^Te fr&me ;— for aromatic vinegar or salts, — 
liysterJcs or fainting-fits;— his sympathy in 
ttibse interesting crises had longl)een blunted by 
the Valetudinarian hypochondriacism of Chariek* 
f^:^)Bt. He had seen his mother surrive the 
rally deaths of five-and-twenty years ! 

It was therefore settled that she should fulfil 
Ikeir engagement, and make her appearance at 
Keiisingtoh Gore with as much of her usual 



I .'ii 



tifeerftlluess and beauty as could be artificially 
lissutti^d. Launceston had already presented 
her with' a beautiful dress, procured for the 
^ca^ibti through the uiiited agency of Tad- 
castet, Bemungham, and Co., from the boudoir 
of Madame C^liahe, and the studio of Madaino 
Minette; and having determined to accompany 
his sister, Sir Brooke, and Lady Sophia on so 
int^r^stihg an oc^casibn, he made his appearance 



L3 



iJt the toilet of the former, ptofesiledly to iiisure 
ber punctuality, — ^but in point of fact to maint^ 
het failing courage. He seemed in the highest 
g;[nrits ;--~complimented her on the delicacy of 
lier complexion, and himself on tiie elegance of 
Iter costume ;-^uttered a thousand extravagant 
commendations of Mrs. Pasley's dexterity. It 
thousand ridiculous anticipations of Mrs. Wad* 
diestone's embarras de richesses in finding her 
house full of duchesses,—- and laughed and talked 
irith exuberant gaiety. But a more penettat* 
jng eye or less pre-occupied mind than tlmt of 
Lady Rawleigh, might have discerned a sort 
of unnatural flurry in ail this animation.-^ 
There was a lurking anxiety lest he should be 
deficient in his part, — ^a hollow echo in his 
laugh which betrayed its factitiousf nature.— -It 
was evident that he laboured to assume that 
boundless hilarity with which a brother might 
be supposed to escort a beloved sister into die 
splendid home of his plighted bride; without 
remembering that nature would have suggested 
in such a position nothing more than the list- 
less tranquillity of a heart at ease. 
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, Alas ! how Taxdy axui^ the sprues of polish^c^ 
life j^e the ^uv&.ce and i^ubstaiice truly iden^ 
tifif d j-^Qw seldom doe« the word on the Up^ j^ 
)(he ^xpr^siw gJiaaqiog in ^h^ eye^ accord with 
the mighty feeling labouring within !-r A di^ 
nuffiyd sokelts ii^ the cruciblejr-but Uie j&xhfd^- 
tion^ epxanating from its decooipositipn are 
.llQt a ,d^ee more ooble than those whie}i 
arise . from an ordinary coiiflagration ; — ^the 
heart cojosumes away in secret corrosion, — ^but 
flippant wit and hollow laughter grace: its 
martyrdom* Lord Launcestgn, in spite of hia 
buoyant mirth, was enduring the bitter co|i- 
sciousness of the stigma on his sister's reputa- 
tion; and the no less painful knowledge of Ua 
9wn hypocrisy in appearing publicly at Wad- 
dlestone House as the privileged lover of L«o* 
nora^ while his thoughts and feelings, his hop^ 
and fears, were exclusiyely centered in his de- 
votion to the obscure Lucy Elbany. 

Never were four persons less joyously inclined 
than those who progressed along the Knights- 
bridge-road oa this occasion. Frederica's spi- 
rit was heavy vnth the oppression of her debts^ 
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Sir Brooke's intfa that of her iitdiscr^ionR j^ 
Lord LaunceBtonl felt that he *i^as aboat to; 
ptactifse an unworthy deception^ and Lady Sotr. 
pfaia was intent on analyzing and detecting the. 
i^ t»fxd relatite sentiments of her eompanions.^ 
Her task of observation^ indeed, was somewhat 
Isss^poinful thandieir's of self*r^r6ach frUbmtifi 
it did not render her sad> at least it- madis her 
grave. Not tibe slightest sympathy with thii^^ 
logubrious quartette appeared, however; in the 
stspect of Waddlestone House. All that! opu- 
lence and purity of taste could effect was visif^^j 
ble in its arrangements; and neither hearts 
burnings nor discontent interrupted the faaiw 
mmiy of its inhabitants. : '. 

It may be observed as a general axiom in the 
science of festification> that even in a sumptit*' 
ous mansion, supported by the best establishr* 
ment, the loftiest fortune, and the mpstillustri* 
ous connexions,—- a great crowd is incompatible 
with perfect refinement. An entertainment of 
the grandiose order of hospitality cannot be 
perpetrated without numbers ; for a magnificent 
suite of rooms, interspersed with scattered 



gpcmps^ bdnren^er radiant in themseWos^ lemimieii^^ 
a>tchavaieter> of dmlnesst and descdailioD^ I Byacl 
tiurfastlcKoiiadClaiLder had jtM3gedAi4ine)Qessavy.t0| 
aafl^mUeibe mob of fasfaAon^vmonidr.iO' giria/ 
effect: iQriiis Faery masque; but im undofiiBgt 
ftntitiiiaiaiiigk occasion the adamantine .ga^tesAf 
ht9 enchmited i )iaU>i he had found it imposmblel 
toiibsdSObe .itbe intmiiion of many, .unwelodmd/' 
dftxlizQim .of iUwstriws life; — the ^ld>-^the doHL 
^(re€iAbleirf*'theillHdrefi8ed,~-raad>th^ iU4ookingi' 
ilkit '. a ifitei au Jaur) demands a ve^ different: 
^le of arrangemesii^ — ^daylight crowd is ih^ 
sohitely repugnant to the eye !-^Tbe flashed* 
ohe^y amd crushed dress^ ^Ihe moisiened Ixrowf ^ 
and angry glance kindled by:. the> consciousness! 
of such dAstemperature^ assume a most offenskd 
reality, when viewed through the uncompro«» 
m^ii^ medium of summer sunshine;' and how^ 
ever rural the character of the ^itertainment^-*^ 
however beautiful the groves and parterres,-*^ 
however elastic the velvet tur^— however glassy 
the waters and gay the galleys, — however sha- 
dowed the groves, and serpentine the shrub- 
beries, — destined to allure and disperse the lovely 



visitents according to die suggetticiift of their 
jbamadryadal "Or nauuial pvedil6ctioB%-»^the 
temgry hoar of re&eshment inlkUibly vemilet 
Atm into one gregarious mam; when the tik«f^ 
quee or banqueting room is fated to display ^ tbt 
tnany-headed (and many-mouthed) tnonster^ 
thmg" in more than ordinary hideouty^^ 

It neas an experienced observation of these 
circumstances which induced Mr* W* .-to Hmit 
his number of guests to a single hundred ;— » 
twenty of them being distinguished foreigners 
invited by the Prinoesse de Gu6m6n6ey— twenty 
filtered from the elect of fashion by the Docfaess 
of Whitehayen^— ^twenty more- firott thei nuife 
formal clas» of the high nobitity ^1*1 aaLoitd 
Calder was pleased to call them^ the- ancient 
Druids) by Lady Wroxworth ^-«*whfle the- to* 
maining forty, were chosen by Leomwaand her 
mother £rom. her youngest,- fiuretty- and most 
elegant friends/*-r-and by the host firom the sa* 
ered choir of literary men and artists of the 
higher oixter, whose consecrated maik of caste 
raises them to the aristo<»:atic leveL ^ In ven- 
turing on so exclusive a limitation^ Mr. W. was 



more jostifiabH tiian almost my other persoa of 
aHsu^lfldr' ^stasHdiu . He had attwied his suj^Ki^ 
miey ^ opuIeQce wtthoiit iiiaiimngjobligatioQi 
!#! A» Btogfe < individiml besides his mfe ;^^w 
fer Ms eopBolatioxv was Ifae solitary sd<HL of ft 
scanty imce»< £iRea their: remote contritions of 
a less pleasiog^ kbd had) ^ been brokea off fajr^ 
{irolcmged resideoce on the continent; and 
finding on his return that society 

^Was all before him where to choose, 

^;-". .*• ■ > ■;■•..'■■• . : ■ 

hB btdf^MTisely selected Us own cirde among 
poaons- whose habits of life produce the po« 
lished ' suiAkce of high^-bieeding, imroffled by 
the struggles and Teatatbnsiof feUy care;*-?^ 
whose early mmtal culture and deficiency .of 
peremptory: oeeupation peculiarly qualify their 
minds for the ^ijoyment of literature and the fexe 
arts;-^|tBd. who^— whether from chivalrous in^ 
heritaaice or team the consciotB^^iess of staudiiig 
in high places ex|>osed to ken and commei^^*T-T 
ire eminwtly 4istmguished by honourable 
dealings and candid and gentkmanly sentt: 



Wdd&teistttte 'Bduse/ ber iagtiindife' i&fi^^ 
^ lords ^^r«t« •commons. But Mr. Wiis ictifl 

r 

Tourite; — ^we are anxious to redeem tbd'si^kll^^ 
6f his^ fictions from condeilfinatibn ;-«^^ft]!id' i^ore^ 
^r sib<<ei<ely dhiM his 'dentimc^iit/tbat iil'tftd 
^^ of Ood all mth ^e equal^^^tki^ labi^uits^'tiiAf 
his spade^ — ^the prince ^th' hist 8ce^e;-^--4iltt 
tbat in ^e eyes of man^ eminence of dtatio^ aiid 
eminence bf iikellect must ever formdis^gtiilsh^ 
i)Bg'«tiddwmei|ts^«-*^at mcnral tirtues^lm' ^ 
pretty^ ieven distiibiitibn tHroughont all 'dlasiM^ 
^ soci^eity ;-i^but that the more pleMing^ ^UaHfi^ 

tAtl6tk of artificial lifV^iil^^b^ mbi»t^xqtdsift^ 
fl6wei^9-^re fbh^ed ii^ Uooih by > ih^ fiftbt)^ 
tious atmosphere of i»ristocratio xmUi'i^ttti^m. ''^^'^' 
' Th^ Hawleighs and^ Lady^ Sci^hik, awai*e of 
Mh Wkddl^lbne's vbftJtAfd 4o join thcf{>aMy tti 
Gaidar fidode, h^ not even con(i6mpIldM ti^' 
possibility of meeting Lady Rochester antf'lAii^ 
pkirty at KetsingtoHi 6oi« ^ but tli6 '^Mf^rson 
}Mnted otit hfJjtfrA Lauti6^ton to hfe'JbtiMM' 
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ijpg h^ i99^,a4Aractji¥e demeanow, wd eng|agf4 
i^^^jgc^esft coj^y^ation, with. Sir TbouiagjL^iff 
x^ce j^n^r a Daan . pf similar OTU^ Wfte , m,, jth^ 
l^^r^.wodd* , . . trcH ; 

. f^^i?ajpge,r' whisper^ Fr^dericartaiiercan^ 
p^ioi^. /ffj ahottld havedmaghied^lHiar&rriM 
p|B^^ Iq aee^ptf the: hQS{»talitiefif : of a^ p^vsMt 
li^bod^iaeshidown*!"-^-* - - 

^f.Yott. are* a little dunce !-<-&uch is tibe-^ei^ 
xnotiye of his appearance here. CaM^sprid^ 
prompts .hioi to the condescension of yisitiag 
]iSr^Waddle8tOAe;-^Mn Waddlei^tone's pride*-^ 
inta different shape^t^&ug^ted his refusal of 
tib^ reluctant courtesies of the premier BanHi 
oft £Bgland« We are aU Uockheads of the 
same drove under various disguises*'' ^ 

"Ha! Latmoeston!*'— cried the Duke i of 
Draxfield, accostii^ them. '^ After all yoiur 
ilUnature^ you see I have made good my en* 
trance." 

" What bribe did you offer the Princess for 
your ticket ?— a comet of Verdun comfits^ 
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tiiat whick her gourmandise loves still betteri*-^ 
the first editiou of a new scandal?" — His Jknrd-* 
siup paused suddenly ;-r^truck by the .painful 
XQCollection that the mysterious money traurt 
saction between Lord Calder^ his, sister^ aud 
her footman^ had been, the last ou-dit of the 
jfo^hionable wodd -, and by the disagreeable i^ 
prehension that his Qwn cooduct. wight possibly 
furnish the next theme for club oratoiy^rrrBfil^ 
the Duke was neither a very discerning, ^or a 
wy argumentative observer. , r - r 

^< I effected my graodes entr^eo/^said hei 
through the family foible of my aunt Wro&wortlu 
She assured tne indeed that Waddlestone haA 
passed an especial bill, of exdumm 'agaiiifit 
dandies; — ^but I addressed her a billet4dus^ 
sealed with a family escutcheoDf kigar enongk 
for the Lord Chancellor's stgBL«t» whichroused 
all her dormant wivera^^aid'^gito sympathies/! . 
. ^^ And I see by your unvaletsdlorelodBftlthat 
you have laid aside the dandy for the 'day4-Hff 
No Gowland, — no Ealydoi'^-Hoo Eau da l)iriiion> 
«r*no £aud' Hehotrope/r^-oKXkhing but jmaoplns* 
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ticated 'spring Hiid lavender-water idlowed«e 
the toilet!" - 

'' This fellow has done ^ery wisely in unseat^ 
ing his sastetuftry/' said the Duk^ without no^ 
tieing his friend's sarcasms. ^^ I conclude, Lauft^^ 
ccstoitkj you persuaded him to adinit us for once 
behind the Bcenes, that we might ^ee you had 
«0t sold yoCtrself too great a bargain. JPoi de 
Chevalier ! I never saw any thing more exqut4 
site than this house with all that it oontainn. 
and all that it inhents. My 'Old grandmother 
Dunriven, who conceives the fx\& to be attain* 
tUe only Atoughthe Herald'^ College, would 
expire of indignation^ or attaint Mr. WaddleK 
Steoie^f high treason, .w6re^ shjE^ito behold tho 
9gate> chalices aad Celtini goblets in yonder ca^; 
binetj and as to "the pieturei<**«Ca]der declaeea 
iSiere is not & Villa in Rome which <x)uld di»t. 
playsueh astrii^^crf'gems,'^ ' 

^* Probably/* said Fi^deiic^t ^canrfe^ly, '* be^ 

cause tiiey ' have been expressly selected ftoor 

those milled temples*^' >' ' /i ^ r. 

r ^ Patd^letusaiittkinto liheiseore^>Laua-> 



<tt»tttj !•* ^feistefi ilic Kuke 6^ DraxfeeicE^'^^iSy' 
Whkt magical idtie^ did you originairy JShct ypthr 
tfey ^ tb' this labyrifttli of wonders, * antf ' unveil 
your goddess ? — By Jov^jifii were not for your 
iWrtHeisin-lat^,^the monster who guards the 
^Idfed fruit,— -I woiild gladly e&hange brax- 
field Court and aU my bid-fasliioned lumber^ 
M^ng anfi dfead,"^— a;y ! even ' the litichess of 
Dhliriteii and iiftgamee's two colts,— for your 
ddap-^boilety ]*' ^ 

'*' If y6ti say another woird on the sutJject,^ 
said Ibird Lauttdestoii, his natural levity break- 
iiig through bis temporary depression, *' t will 
bhy TiJ) all your mortgages, arid eject you from 
I>tia:^fl4ld without^ mercy ; anrf if you dare to 
aflfrohf my 6e/&-wfVe, take my word for it, 
Mastef ^haftow, 1 will never ^ay you the thou-^ 
^rid pouiids 1 owe you'.^ 

"As Mida^ siri^s, ' I 'wbij*^ riot ta^Le yciirf 
bond. Sir.* Biiir'^ee, i^e liavls fKe roW'io oiir- 
sfelVfes ; ^very one has disapf^ai'W' throug&i^e 
conservatory. P^k;^ leit is ' fbt d^nde 'folibw''l^^ 
multiiudib; fbr tiieire is''4 b4aiatifiil tititte 'fnW 



Sj)agnoietti^ , ^^M^'i ^^^ ^ I^J?gP>^l?tti,, ia . t^^ 
Orchestr^, who tpld m^ tb^t l?^8tajr. M^Ji^^WV 
and DwzeUi are e^gi^edM vM - * . » r ■ fov 
'< Ap opera?" mq\iired Fr^eric^ , ". li )bwA 
it is^^mething nw. , Ip July ^ we aye ^^%uUi 
grey tiiped of Moawirt and K^si^V' ,,,^ , ..jvft 
^ *' An o|>^ ! ,pothing ^0 comipon-pJ^^e^.J^ 
lieve me. In the first place, the efite o£ tbtf 
Italian, French, and English compapxesf >^r^r^. 
ffiye alternate historical tableaux, — ^the. Kem- 
blf8 hiave undertaken He^hry ynL;-hCharieg|.Y. 
a^ th^ court of Fijancis will follow-T-Ms^o;!^^ 
Albert taking the part of the Duch^sse de Vari 
lentinois; — and Ijastly, we are to }iaye (Edipj^ 
represented by the queenly Qiuditta }— ^-Lajfi;- 
renc^i w)io was present at the re^e^psal, d^ 
Clares it is the best thing of the kipd that 1^ 
ever been attempted in Jthis country .<" : / r 

"And intended^ If, have littte ;' doubt, Mt.lf^ 
satire on t^at treble-rejSned blppdca: at Cal4er 
House," said Lord liauncestoi^i*, 

" AmatQur performances arft |alway^ ji^d^'^ 



jiftid the duke, leadyig the way through 
fpnservatory ; ^^ and yet they amuseeheb Them 
)B a certain degree of jiympathy and plicate 
sentiment mingled with their ddBteieneies. Bat 
what a pity that the Dyideys and Ensk^fnas 
should not be here to profit hy the oimtnisti}^ 
Yaur father-in-lawy Lanncestonl prohibitied'Ht!! 
4le ^rskyne-rrrpTohably < as beifi^^ a^ daAgeroas 
companion for. his daughter ^^r^ieuid Dynley, 1 
suspect^ as b^ng what we all find ^m*— <an inu* 
pertinent jackanapes." i- '. • ..a 

. ^< Nevertheless I wish he were here P'takI 
Frederica, who cherished a particuhtr dislike t» 
Xady Barbara's husband^ a^ the malignMit aiJH 
thor of half the tales circulated in .toimy andas 
the peculiar instigator of her husbaxil'ts }eaIouii 
^cies* '^ I should like to see hid frightful: ftce 
jaundiced o'er by the dread cast of envy» A sort of 
bilious venom seems to circulato m Mf • Dynky^B 
veins instead of the ^maL current of the sotiLV. 
•, They were now within the folding; doam of i a 
beautiful little theatre of Palladiaii archit^ctore^ 
its space of audience bebg enveloped in dim 
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tiriligfat^---^^ile a strong light was thrown upim 
the stager ilfom skylights abdv^, at the will wetA 
judgment «f the performers. The «fFeot AvA 
{voduced tm the gtoupingof the tableaux Wd» 
fer superior to that of any artificial illumintf^ 
tkm-; and Lady Rawleigh^ <m seating herself 
i^eartfae entrancey was too much struck by the 
i^mirable personification of Harlow's picture of 
Wols^y^akid Katharine,^ by the Kemble family^ 
wbkh wa» just then in the act of representatioUi 
to utter a syllable in expression of her sur]^rise.-^ 
ItJWas "not till the gradual descent of the cur- 
tftin 4iJosed the scene^ that a general murmur o^ 
admiration rose fpom the< audience !;^ 
' ; Amkl the plaudits^f the specftatoTs/ and thie 
ihapsodies breathed into her ears by the Dukd 
oi Dj^axfield) Frederica east her eyes round thti 
tiieatre, and detected through its misty shades 
all the most distinguished members of the great 
jvorld^ and all in raptures. Ilad their enter* 
tainme&t been provided in royal halls, instead 
of those of a notorious soapboiler, they could 
not have been more" unreserredly gratified.— 
But the spectacle most surprising to Frederica 
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ftf any visible after the fall of the olive velvet 
curtain^ was that of Lord Calder quietly seated 
between her husband and Lady Sophia Leej^ 
who had left the saloon tc^ether some minutas 
before Launceston and herself; — engaged .in 
tranquil and friendly conversation^ and appa- 
rently without any solicitude concerning herself 
or her movements. Calder^ whose glass was 
pccasionally bent round the theatre, at length 
descried her, and bowed with his Usual courr 
tesy; but immediately resumed his discourse 
with Rawleigh, and interrupted it only when 
-his criticisms were claimed by Lord Wroxworth, 
who was seated before him. In the pauses 
which subsequently occurred between the ta- 
bleaux, filled up by some exquisite symphonies 
which would have suspended the breath of 
an audience at the Philharmonic, but which 
being heard elsewhere were received vnth a 
buzz of general conversation, the .genUemea 
of the party changed their places; — wandered 
from bench to bench — from group to groiq> 
«*"that they might bestow on a succession of 
their fair friends the thrice echoed echoes tf 
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^ifif sn'perlatf^e applkn^e on all th^y had l>eej!i 

lecSiig Tiiid heanng ; but Lord Ciildef retnamM 

^i^Ax6d' stiir, erigrossed by the chtStrms of Sir 

'ttttklke Kawleigh's cbnversation, aiid enjo]^iig 

with a ptausiUe ur of edificatioii the raticntiil 

fiiiilQgue of Lady Sophia. * In his endurance 6£ 

the heaviest solidity x)f prose kneaded togeAer 

by the honourable member for M^irtwich, he 

iSritJier *' shifted his trumipet, nor bnly todt 

srit[ff;*'-=^But encounteifed common-place with 

common-place ;— answered the most jejune ob^ 

'l^eYvations by comments equally trite; — and 

kihjpily descended to the level' of a sluggish mo- 

^notony of mind. Yet so well accustomed was 

iik Ibrd^hip to the social art of simulation^ that 

feW persons would have conceived him to be 

othefwise than honestly absorbed by the m- 

ierfe'stin^ eloquence of hid coinpaniotis. 

Lord Lauiidestoh^ howevei^/no sooner turned 
fil^ eyeVtow^s ihe scene/ than he detected it^ 
histHbnic natdre.— But he 'wfts now SH^imlyndSi* 
jA)6ed ill- Lord CaM^r's fkvotlr; And fauMiead*^ 
t:^iij^cturiia|^ that his efforts weffe directed to^ 
^^at9**tiiiB jprojKtijeition of Liady Ravfrleigh's hui^ 

VOL, iiu M 
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band and friend^ in order to prolong and secure 
his access to her society, he candidly gave credit 
to his new friend for a solicitude to remove ia 
the eyes of the world all stigma from the repu-» 
tation of an innocent woman, by exhibiting him- 
self in ccmtradiction to every malicious report^ 
as the familiar associate of her legitimate guar- 
dian. Lord Launceston secretly thanked him 
for his amiable motives, and judicious proceed* 
ings ; and was charmed to observe that during 
the hour devoted to a succession of tableaux,— 
some embodying a well-known picture,— -others 
in the German fashion, representing episodes of 
some romantic ballad, recited in the foreground 
by a professional minstrel, — ^the prudent Calder 
never deserted his post. The Prince, de Gu6* 
m^n^e. Lord Putney, Colonel Rhyse, Lord 
George, and several other men distinguished in 
the ranks of fashion, crowded to Frederica's 
side, and vied in their homage to attract her at* 
tention ; — ^but Lord Calder approached not ! 

The tableaux were concluded by Rubens's 
magnificent '^Marriage Ceremony of Henri IV.,'' 
represented by the whole corps dramatique ; and 
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immediately afterwards the guests^ wearied by 
the over-excite0ient of so novel a scene,— which 
while it enchanted their senses by its varied per- 
fection, excited, like the Faery masque, no jea- 
lousies of private rivatship, — gradually dispersed 
themselves among the shrubberies and berceaux* 
It was in every sense the Feast ofRoses ! — for na-* 
turc revelled in her sunniest hour of vernal matu« 
rity, till the gardeius were literally showered withf 
Uossoms ; and yet the deep shade of the trellices 
and groves, and espaliers of blooming orange 
trees, secured them from all excess of sunshine. 
Ziady Rochester was so deeply engrossed in 
the eagerness of her new conquest, — a Hungarian 
prince fresh from the wilds of Transylvania, with 
a countenance of Turkish ferocity enhanced by a 
revenue and feofs of imperial magnificence, — ^that 
Mr. Vaux, her habitual cavalier, found himself 
at leisure to devote his assiduities to the noble 
proprietor of Calder House, Calder Park, Cal- 
der Chase, and Calder Castle ; a patron whom 
— even in the utmost indolence of his egbtism — 
he never allowed himself to neglect ; and ten- 
dering the link of his obsequious arm, they 

MS 
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iimndered together into a plantation of larchearv 
i^rliose med'cinable gums sent forth volumes of 
spicy fragrance into the sickly atmosphere of 
the Garden of Roses. 

** All this is admirable !'* cried Lord Calder; 
^topping short as they approached a copy of 
Bernini's Atalanta^ placed in beautiful reli^ 
among the darkest recesses of the grove. '* It 
almost puts one out of conceit with the arts to 
find them not only fostered^ but fostered with 
feeling and judgment by — a soapboiler! After 
all — ^the schoolmaster has brought society to its 
levels and the distinctions of birth are losing 
something of their charm. I shall get my young 
goose of the capitol^ Lord George, to satirize 
Calder Castle after the fashibn of Pope and 
Timon's villa ; and predict that 

Another age shall see its iyied towers 

Mocked by some Bond-street hatter's statued bowers ; 

While plaster porticoes around it stand, 

And Nash and Kepton lord it o'er the land." 

" Bravo — bravissimd !" exclaimed Vaux. 
^ Whatever else the democracy may appropriate, 
they leave the Damascus blade of satire for the 
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armouries of true chivalry : — you and Byron are 
the only fellows for an epigram/' 

''And yet, in this instance, ridicule is not the 
faithful test of truth. So far from being able 
to determine 

What wants this knave * 

That a lord should haTO, 

I can positively suggest nothing more luxurious 
for my own dainty fastidiousness than the exis- 
tence he has created. On my soul, Vaux,were 
I like yourself a marrying man" — ' 

" J, a marrying man? You wrong me.** 

^' I would have forestalled that hand-over-head 
blockhead, young Launceston, and appropriated 
to myself and my heirs these groves and their 
Dryad. — 'Tis the prettiest little creature, — fair 
and silken as the blossom of some delicate 
exotic !" 

*' But you forget that I have no gilt bauble 
with four balls to tender on a crimson cushioik 
in exchange for all her treasures?'* 

'' You have tact and knowledge of the world, 
which might match any day against the bull- 
headed candour of a boy like Launceston. 
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IVenty years hence, he may perhaps become 
worth speaking to; but at present admire his 
folly in allowing his good4ooking firiend Rhyse 
to act as Strephon to his sylvan divinity I — I 
saw them just now whispering together in the 
marble tomple among the tulip-trees, while he 
is mounting guard like some conjugal squire 
over my fair Frederica !" 

'' Ajad yonder goes yoor fair Frederica, lend- 
ing a gracious ear to the flatteries of mine host 
of the cauldron. I wonder you trust a personr 
tige so attractive in her vicinity." 

<' Partly to gratify little Er^yne's malicious 
jealousy, who, I am sorry to say, is exceedingly 
disposed to become h^ ladyship's rival in my 
adoration, and partly to further my own pro- 
jects, I have adopted it as a duty to send her to 
Coventry for a whole week. Besides, though 
I condescended to be jealous of a Lord Yard- 
ingtoQ, I have no apprehensicms Gxan a pere de 
famille like our Birmingham friend." 

" Rochester is a pirt dtfcaniUz /'' 

*' But not of the ^ moral middle order V — 
Never was I more amazed than by finding in sny 
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Hampton incogaito^ the husband of that woman 
who annihilated all the fine ladies at the draw- 
ing-room ; — I should have imagined the mas- 
culine moiety of the awful Androgynes to be a 
pig-headed pig-tailed old fellow like my York- 
shire steward. Aha ! a gong \ — ^let the chefhe 
as good as the stage-manager^ and the sum- 
mons need not be repeated.'^ 
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CHAPTER XL 



Let U8 try whether these fatal dissensiona may not yet h.e 
reconciled ; or if that he impracticable, let us guard at least 
against the worst effects of division, and endearour to persuade 
these furious partizans, if they will not consent to draw toge* 
ther, to be separately useful to that cause to which they all 
pretend to be attached. 

JUNIUS. 

Lady Rawleigh's tite-d-tite with Mr. Wad- 
dlestone^ nothwithstanding her partiality for his 
society, and her admiration of the gentleness of 
his address and enlightened refinement of his 
mind, had been far from dangerously agreeable. 
While standing with her brother and the Prince 
de Guem^n^e in contemplation of a fountain, 
formed by a basket of interlaced ^e^5 d^eau, ap- 
parently supported on the celebrated Ibis pedes- 
tal from Adrian's villa, she had been ap- 
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proached by her host with a courteous exprea- 
sion of envy of a far more beautiful fountain — ^a 
certain water-lily, — ^with which he had beea 
enchanted at his statuary's the previous day* 

'^ It was on the point of being packed for 
Rawleighford Park/' observed Mr. W. ''Had 
the treasure been destined for any other spot, I 
^ould have been tempted to offer a bribe of 
a hundred guineas in addition to that I saw 
inscribed on the accompanying bill, in order to 
make it my own without delay." 

This reference to, or rather this aggravation 
of, her financial difficidties, sufficed to gather a 
doud on Lady Rawleigh's brow; — ^but whence 
arose that which, now overspread the counte- 
nance of her brother ? — ^Was it that Mr. Wad- 
dlestone's presence oppressed him with a con* 
Bciousness of his own unworthy position in the 
family ?-^Was it that he feared the scrutinizing 
eye of a parent might penetrate the treacherous 
secret lurking in his bosom? — His air and 
speech became flurried when he attempted to 
enter into conversation with his future father* 
in-^Iaw; and be immediately endeavoured to in* 

M 3. 
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Produce a toptc^ g'uch as might afford a plea for 
escape. — ** Mrs. Waddiestooe— he had oot yet 
aeen Mra. Waddlestone* Was she in the gal^ 
lery ?--4he8aloon ? — the Claude breakfast-room ? 
— ^was there any chance of finding her, if Lady 
3Raw}eigh and himself should go in search of 

Mr. Waddkstone, eridently surprised by his 
embarrassment, but with paternal partiality atr 
tributing his young friend's discomposure to 
the unwelcome necessity of bestowing those a^ 
tentions on his sister which he was eager to 
t>S&t to his beloved Leonora, repikd with a 
ionile, ^^My wife is scarcely obliged to you £or 
the tardiness of your inquiries ; you ought to 
have known two hours ago that she is confiisd 
to the sofit in her Turkish tent-^ocan by a 
j^prained ancle. Nayi do wst look so dkh 
turbed i — She will be good enough to giTe.yon 
credit for a proper sympathy aa so graTe tsa 
occasicm; and, as I know her to be perfectly 
contented in our kind frigid Lady Wvqoe- 
worth's company, who devotes herself to faer iar 
the moming, I will pardon you, if instead of 



, %iiig to iiMike your inquiries, you find your way 
to Leonora. She is engaged \vith Prince Albert 
tad Cdoael Rhyse in the music-room. Lady 
Rawleigh will perhaps honour me by accepting 
my escort during your absence/' 

Half the hint would have been sufficient iGir 
Loid Launceston. Delighted to escape on any 
terms, he resigned his sister to Mr* Waddle- 
stone's arm, and huiried away, the prinoe 
< leisurely following. 

** You must forgive me," resumed Mr. W«, as 
soon as they were out of sight, '^for venturing 
to offer my unwoithy self as Lord Launceston's 
representative ; but I am not yet so old as to 
have forgotten the tediousness of a day passed 
within sight of those we love without the power 
of communicatiicm. My poor girl has bew 
looking so harassed and unhappy all the mom- 
it^, that I eouM not but tako pity on her." 

'' Miss Waddleslume is very good— foo good«^ 
m aflSjcing so mmch importance to my brother's 
absence or presence," said Frsderica, sincerely 
kidignant at lAunoeston^s disingenuous pco- 
4Medings; '^fiorlMrowaaievmryetgeriyiiiaribtd^ 
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and warmly prized by many persons equally 
deserving her attention/' 

*' Pardon me/' said Mr. W., unable to un- 
derstand this seemingly unhandsome allusion on 
the part of one whom he had been taught to be- 
lieve as affectionate a sister, as she was amiable 
and ingratiating in herself ; ''I cannot allow 
you to include Lord LauHceston in so general- 
izing a clause. Among all the young men of 
the day, — ^whether distinguished by their rank, 
fortune, fashion, or accomplishments, — I know 
of none worthy to compare with him in noble 
candour of disposition — ^in honourable purity of 
character/' ' 

Lady Rawleigh blushed deeply as she listened 
to this ill-timed eulogy; and secretly deter- 
mined to insist, on occasion of her first private 
interview with her brother, that Mr. Waddle- 
stone and his daughter should be no longer 
duped by his false pretences. 

'' Perhaps you may consider me premature," 
continued her companion, ''in referring to an 
engagement which I trust will, at no distant 
time, privilege me to address you with more 
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intimate confidence. But you must forgive, a 
father wrapped up in the welfare and happiness 
of an only daughter'^— (his voice grew husky as 
he spoke) — ^^ for saying that were Lord Laun- 
ceston's indiscretions and pecuniary involve- 
ments twice as heavy, twice as notorious, as I 
find them to. be-^— they would be amply com- 
pensated by the worthiness of his own disposi- 
tion, and by the excellence of the mother tod 
sister he will bestow upon my girl. His equals 
-—his superiors in rank. Lady Rawleigh, have 
sought her at my hands; and even among those 
least qualified to appreciate her merits, Leonora's 
beauty and dowry have secured, and might still 
secure, many an illustrious aspirant to her 
hand; but there is not one— no/ 07i€— besides 
himself, to whom I could intrust without 
anxiety the fosterhood of a temper so gentle, 
the guardianship of a spirit so spotless ! " 

Mr. Waddlestone was too much affected to 
notice the consternation of poor Frederica; 
who heard in these outpourings of parental 
tenderness renewed accusations against her 
thoughtless brother. Very sincerely did she 
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wish that Mis8 Elbany had never been tempted 
(0 qmt the ^* pl4e4Beant little village of Watu^eld^ 
in search of a genteel independence; but al** 
tiu>i)^h she did not venture to utter % ayUable^ 
Mr. W. fancied he could read in her silence an 
iimiable sympathy with his feeUngs. 

'^ I have no longer any apprehension,^ said 
he, ** that the attachment will prove on either 
side a mere momentary predilection. It is 
now nearly a year since Horace Rhyse first 
iNTOught his friend to dine at our Marino f aiid> 
with the exception of a few winter mondis 
passed by your brother at Rawieigfaford, and 
by Leonora at Brighton, they have mffuaoAf 
been sepaiated a day« Even then, the flbily 
visits of Colonel Rhyse, who wiia in cloae 
correspondence with his friend LauneeBtc% 
sufficed to turn poor Leonora's chedcs to ztxatf 
son whenever he was • aunouncMed. In £ftct, I 
am now so satisfied of the steadings Itnd 
strength of their mutual affection^ that I have 
come to a determination^-**'' 

*^ My dear Mr. Waddlestone i«^my dearest 
fired J'' wheezed & panting voice behind/r-^ 
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^lake pity on my exlisuisted lungs. I have 
been puffing after you all down the alUe vertex 
but you wece ao deeply engaged that I could 
not attract your attention. Oh ! my dear Fre- 
derica i" c<mtinued Lady OUyiaTadcaeter^ oooQb- 
ing up widi them, and unceremoniously seizing 
the g^itleman's disengaged aim ; '^ such a tcx* 
atioua morning as I have hadl— ^very thing 
eontrary, — every thing peipleaing !— -You know, 
my dear, I toid you I had promised to lend my 
carriage aadborses to the Peewit^ to go first 
to the oculist 8, and afterwards to Galder House, 
mkexi they were to send it back for me while 
Uwy were inewing the gallery; and hftving 
brought me here, it was ix> take them to dinner 
in Chaiiesrstreett^^then return to letch me j*-^ 
then call io bring tiiem bomf^ STothii^couUL 
have been better armogjed J'^ 

'^ Severe duty fqr your borses^" said Mr. 
Waddlestone^ conscious that som# comme^ 
was expeded by thtf emdik pf^ofesaoe of the 
art of ingeniously tormenting. 

<< Oh .(•^'--they iire.<mly Jobsl-noo one has 
any scruple about woiking job borses, Welj^ 
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my dear Fred.> I was full dressed by tw6 
o'clock,— (you know I hate to be behind hand) 
—and from half-past, I began to be on the look 
out for the carriage ;— but all in vain ! — First I 
liad the mortification to see Lord Calder's four 
bays go sweeping by with Lady Rochester; 
^md the Duchess of Whitehaven passed my 
door before h^If-past three, evidently on her 
way to Kensington Gore, — ^but no signs of my 
poor unfortunate chariot ! — I was quite in de- 
spair; I knew the tableaux were to begin at 
four, — ^and I have not been gratified by seeing 
any thing of the kind smce I was staying, eight 
years ago, at Nymphenburg, with my old friend 
the present Queen Dowager of Bavaria. I 
really could not make up my mind to submit 
patiently to the deprivation ; so I sent a little 
civil note to Lady Twadell, begging the favour 
of her equipage, (I called it equipage to gratify 
her silly vulgar pride) to convey me to the 
fSte. But the poor soul has been so mortified 
by finding herself excluded, that she had the 
assurance to write me word her coacHmati was 
idying of a quinsy ; although she is well aware 
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that I meet her every day in both the parks, 
and on all the roads round London, with po8r 
tillions ! — ^I have no notion of such airs !— rl 
consider Lady Twadell a very ungrateful little 
woman;— it is astonishing what pains it cost 
me to get her into a little good society, when I 
was trying to secure her jointure for my ner 
phew." 

*^ And. how did you manage to get here at 
last V* said Lady Rawleigh, trembling lest her 
aunt's shabby manceuvres should be still further 
unveiled to Mr. Waddlestone. 

^' My dear, I sent to half a dozen people ;-* 
but everyone of them was off! — ^The reputation 
of our good friend's excellent table had induced 
all the latest of the late to set out full an hour 
earlier than is usual on such occasions^ And 
then, not exactly knowing the carte dupays, I 
made two or three such unlucky blunders !^— I 
wrote to Lady Barbara Dynley for a seat in her 
phaeton ; and she, taking it for a premeditated 
affront,— (for it seems every one knows that 
she was refused a card) !*-H3ent me a verbal an- 
swer that she was not going to Waddlestone 
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House, being engaged to dine at Mother Red 
Cap's with the Chandler's Company ;*--thea I 
had a very ungracious answer fixon L^dy MaK 
garet Fieldham about her mother's barouche; 
«— -and vriien I stepped over to inquire whether 
your Uttie friend, Mrs. William Erskyne, could 
accommodate me, she had the impertinence to 
reply that she never-^-but I really beg your par>» 
don, Mr. Waddlestone^" said Lady Olrria, 
suddenly checking herself las she became cmih 
scious of his presaice, — ^^ I beg your pardofli 
for' repeating these insolent flippaimies: the 
annoyance of having lost your taUeaux msrkes 
me forget every thing.'' 

^ And the Miss Peewits?" inqmied Fiede^ 
riea, to fill up this awkward pause in the con- 
versation. ^ Had any accident occsBrred^*— <Hr 
were they only negligent ? " 

'^ My dear Frederica^ I was in a per£sct 
etateof agony !-^I sent John to Mr. Alexander '«^ 
—they had been there to consult him and were 
gone;—- 1 de^>atched a second aervant to 
Calder House, — ^ii^ther tiiey nor the carriage 
had ever made their appearance !^— I could no 
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ko^r entertain a doubt that they must have 
been detained l^ some very serious mischance ; 
^^perhaps die horses had run away,-*-{)erhap3 
tiie carnage had broke down^ — ^for it has never 
been to the ooachmaker's since I resumed {torn 
Carlsbad ; or perhaps Clara Peewit had fallen 
into a fit i-^ifXy between ourselves, she has al« 
raady had two attacks, as much resemblii^ 
poisy as any thmg you ever heard of, and is as 
likely to go off at a moment's wamii^ as any 
<me I Jmowr I was really beside myself ;-^for I 
now gave up the cdilation for lost, and was ac» 
tually beginning to fear I should be obliged to 
put up with a family dinner with my sister Laun* 
ceaton, — one of her insipid sWeetbread-and* 
spring-diicken set outs, instead of my friend's 
iuzuriousftre^'^-wh^ci luckily I ^ied Camomile's 
carriage stopping at old Lord Cygnet's! — So 
away I sent my own maid with my eompli* 
ments and hatf^-crown to the poachman, and 
^ Lady Launoestbn's steter would be gkd to be 
driven as ftr as Qrosvenor^ lace^ while he was 
waiting for his master/ I thought, perhaps, I 
might manage to. pick up, or be picked up by 
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somebody on my way; but, as ill-luck would 
have it, I was obliged to bring the poor man as 
far as this very door. However, as the coach- 
men well knows, my sister is one of C^omile's 
best patients, — a hundred and fifty pounds per 
anniun without attendance, — ^and no end to 
presents in venison, fruit, and coral necklace^^ 
to the little Camomiles ! So I really bad, no 
scruple in compelling the poor man to walk 
home for once in a way, for it was too^ late you 
know for him to visit any other pati^tSv Be- 
sides, Lord Cygnet's is one of what I call Ca* 
momile's sessions-houses; for he is not only 
obliged to relieve his lordship's asthmatic hypo- 
chondriacism by fetching and carrying all the. 
tittle-tattle of the day for his edification; but^ 
to give up an extra half-hour afterwards to the 
audience of his patient's tiresome twaddle ! '' 

Twaddle! — Lady Olivia Tadcaster utter a. 
syllable in disparagement of twaddle, aftei^. in- 
flicting this extensive dose upon two inoffensive 
individuals, while some twenty of the London 
colloquial birds of Paradise were flutteriog in 
sight, with their heavenly gamut at the freo 
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disposal of their host aiid his lovely friend !— 
Tet let it not be imagined that her sudden 
panse was occasioned either by want of matter; 
or want of breath, or by Mr; Waddlestone's 
knpatieht interference. At the sound of the 
appetizing gong, anxiety transferred the wings 
fiom her tongue to her feet. Eagerly did she 
urge her compiemions to hasten, lest the soups 
should lose their first 'genial perfection of ca- 
loric ;-^nd with the delights of a potage cL Id 
Soubise before her eyes, lips, and olfactory 
presentiments, — her ladyship fled like the 
"kicked, though no man pursued. 

Discomposed in the first instance by the pe- 
culiar nature of Mr. Waddlestone's confiden- 
tial manifesto, and in the sequel by Lady Oli- 
via's provoking self-exposure, Frederica fol- 
lowed languidly the guidance of her kind and 
frank-hearted companion. She ventured a few 
words, indeed, in extenuation of her aunt's ap-^ 
parent selfishness, but Mr. Waddlestone stopped 
her in a moment* 

** Do hot apologize to iwie," said he, " for the 
absurdities of Lady Olivia Tadcaster. She is 
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an old and tried friend of mine, and has long^ 
ranked in my mind among those persona who 
do themselves less than justice ; who are ca-^ 
pable of praiseworthy and generous ac^ns^* 
while th^r conrersation annooncea them aa 
mere egotists*'' 

But this good-natured interpretation did not 
remove the weight from Lady Rawleigh'a 
spirits ; and wh^x she found herself seated in 
the almost regal banquetting-room at the left 
hand of her host, who was compdied to place 
the Duchess of Whitehaven to his right; — and 
beheld at the end of a glittering vista of 
gilt-plate her brother oceupyii^ the post 
of honour, and dividing his hamage' between 
Mrs. Waddlestone and her daughter/ die fiejt 
heartily ashamed of his positbn and ber 
own; — she conceived that they were sharing 
the guilt of a scandalous and perfidious impo- 
sition on a respectable family.. Half-way be- 
tween the two sat Lord Calder, still attached to 
Lady Sophia and Sir Brooke ; and not all the 
delicacies successively placed befinre them, not 
all the more than epicurean daintiness of the 
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feast, and the brilliant flow (^ conversatioii by 
wbich it was enhanced, could for a momenf 
efface from Lady Rawleigh's mind the remem* 
brance of her recent, and present, and ap* 
proaching penance. 

Nor did the divertnons which succeeded the 
pleasures of the table afford a more efieetive 
chamu—- Vain were the concert, — the improvi* 
sation,-»the charade; and joyfully seizing the 
pretext of Lady Sophia Lee^s avowed a^gage^ 
mait to return to town and pass the evening 
with a friend. Lady Rawleigh's carriage 
was announced among the earliest departures. 
—On their way to May Fair, Lady Sophia 
was fluent in expressions of amaz^nent at the 
elegance and magnificence displayed in all th# 
arrangements of the day, and more particularly 
in praise of Leonora and her loveliness; a 
theme on which Lady Olivia— •who had ma« 
noeuvred heri^elf into the fourth seat in the 
carriage left vacant by Launceston's delay-* 
fully seconded her eloquence ; while poor Raw-* 
leigh could talk of nothing but the ii^ratiating 
manners of Lord Calden 
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** I always fancied him a fine gentleman,— ^^ 
I have heard bo many people complain that he 
was high : — and positively I never met with a 
more simple, unpretending, manly fellow V* 

On arriving in Piccadilly the deluded baronet 
begged he might be set down, in order to find 
his way to his club ; while Llidy R., — after de» 
positing her two companions and learning at 
the door in Charles-street, whither Lady Olivia 
desired to be driven, that the Miss Peewits 
were safely anchored in its harbour to the 
utter interruption of her projected explanation 
with her mother, — ^proceeded — home ! 

" Sweet home ! " — sang Miss M. Tree in the 
sweetest days of her nightingalism ; — *^ 'Sweet 
hbme!^' echoes the falsetto of many a mocking 
bird of private life. — " Sweet home !" whistles 
the school-boy : — " Sweet Home !'* murmurs 
the exile. — Alas !— ^las ! — 

Vfo pledge is sacred, and no borne is sweet 

to those who endmre the stings of Indigence 
and the pangs of conscience. — (This should 
have been vice versa — but nHmporte !)■ 
It was just ten o'clock when Ftederica - cr^ 
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tered her cheerless drawing-roomi— cheerless 
from being prematurely closed for the evening, 
imd filled with fading flowers and a general 
disarray which accused the abstraction of its mis- 
tress's mind ; and haying desired Martin to ex- 
tinguish the candles, she fled from its dreariness 
to her own room, resolved to take shelter from 
hei'self in a long night's rest* But no sooner did 
she reach her dressing-table than, true asMephis- 
topheles to her victim, Mrs* Pasley appeared 
with a very peculiar expression of impertinence 
irradiating her large pepper-and-salt colomed 
eyes. 

' " I am not well — or am over fatigued ; — I 
think I shall go to bed," said Lady Rawleigh, 
unclasping one of her bracelets apd throwing it 
on the table, 

'^ Indeed, my lady, I must say you appear 
extremely indisposed," observed the lady's-maid; 
^\(\pxie frappi en haiU, as my Lord Launceston's 
Swiss valet expresses it Perhaps your lady- 
ship is not well enough to look at these letters? '^ 

And she produced on a salver a horrible-loiriL* 
ing fac-simile of the missive of Messieurs Stub- 

VOU III. N 
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ble and Bubble ; which, althongh emanatiiig frMa 
amore humanized districtthan Clericenwell^emtt* 
lated all its partnership dignity of address* But 
instead of adding to their thanks for pa^t 
feyours a solicitation for new ones, the BolHl- 
street haberdashers subjoined to the expression 
of their gratitude a *' small account, whicli 
being the close of the season, or Midsxmmier 
half-year they conceived it might be agreeable 
to her ladyship to look over and settle pre- 
viously to leaving town/' Her ladyship, as the 
first process of this agreeable duty, cast her eyes 
from the long sinuous curly-tailed £., mar* 
shalling the first column of the enemy, to the 
awfal base ; ^* units, — tens,*' but no !— we haVe 
no inclination^ to unveil the secrets of the sejc! 
— Suffice it that in defiance of Pasley's iscrti- 
tinizing presence, Frederica sank breathless ' 
into her chair ! 

'^ Another note, my lady !— Mrs. WiUiam Eir- 
skyne's own maid brought it this evening, and 
was extremely anxious to wait for an answer tili 
your ladyship came home; but the house- 
keeper would not hear of it — ^Reeliy^ ma'aniy 
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Mrs. Erekyne is so very oddly spoken of, that 
w^ are by no means anxioixs to entangle bur- 
: selves with the acquaintance oT any of her es- 
tabUshment.'' And Frederica, on receiving the 
billet into her trembling hands, found a ready 
explanation of her lady-in-waitipg's familiar 
impertinence^ on observing that it had been 
purposely left unsealed that its insulting con* 
tents might] be exposed to the curiosity of her 
domestics. Involuntarily she covered her cold 
forehead with her hands, and faltered her com- 
mands to Mrs« Pasley that a hackney-coach 
should be immediately procured. 
, " A — a — hackney-coach ! — for — for your 
ladyship — at — at this time of night ? '' cried 
the lady's-maid, apprehending some dreadf^ 
issue* 

'^ Desire John to call a coach, and put on 
your bonnet to accompany me;** said Lady 
Rawleigh, attempting to resume her air of au- 
thority. 

" Ia ! my lady !— Me,— my lady ?— Why it 
is near eleven o'clock ! — ^The servants in the 
hall will think it so very extr^omary ! *' 

N2 
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. *^. I d^iri^ I joaay he^ir. nothing furt^jer.of 
il^eipthy^g^ts or your'^; but get ready to.^ 
qompany.xne to. Curzon-street." i 

jMrs. Pasley flounced out of the.room, iajrcr 
luctant obedience to conunands . uttered witb;.s^ 
4fe|gree of asperity so unusual to the lips of her 
gentle mistress ; and somewhat disappointed.that 
no catastrophe more awful than an evening vi&iit 
to Lady Sophia Lee was about to tax her ppwers 
of professional secrecy* : , . 

Not a syllable was exchanged between, the, two 
while the vehicle, whose unsavory and uneasy 
properties did not so much as excite the noti^je 
of Lady Rawleigh, jolted towards its destina- 
tion; but on approaching the mansion of Ger 
neral Lee, her ladyship requested that no .knpcV 
might disturb the inmates, and that Joho^'fi 
mysterious ring at the bell might be accompa^ 
nied by a request in her name to see La4y So- 
phia alone. Having been respectfully umbered 
by the gray-headed butler to a boudoir^ sepa^ 
rated by a sort of museiunrcorridor &Qm the 
drawing-room, Frederiqa was not long kQ)4 in 
suspense* ....... 
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^ • ''' Whai is the matter ?—Yc)u lOOk pile,— 
agitifed: — sit down, my deatest Lady Raw- 
leigh, and compose yourself?" said hei* friend, 
affectionately embi^cing her * after having 
eaftfdlly closed the door. ' 
* " iPorgive me for disturbing you,'^ said ilie 
calprit in alow voice ;' ^ but I am come to ask 
your advice/' ^ 

'* Rawlfeigh has been tormenting you!'* Eja- 
culated Lady Sophia, who had no especial pre- 
dilection for her Warwickshire kinsman. 
' "^ No,— I have only been torSaenting my- 
self/* 

" You have heard, then, of these foolish re- 
"ptiii about little Erskyrie ; but in what way do 
thdy involve yoii ?— Yow did not introduce her 
to Ldrd Calder, nor are you Responsible for her 
bad' eduCatioh and want of principle/* 

*' 1' ahi'wliblly ignorant to what you allude : ' 
-^but my grievances Aire iall perscihstl,— iliy^ 
follies all iny own/* ' 

• ^' My de^ Fi^erica r— ' ' ' '' ' ' ' 
^ ' ** 1 am overwhelriied with cfebts, 'difiicuWe^, 
and disgrace ; and I want your counselVheth^ 
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to throw myself on Rawleigh's forgiveness,* as 
my heart incUues me,-or expose my weak- 
ness only to mamma and Lanncestcm/^ 

'^ You must tell me something more than 
this vague self-accusation, before I can de- 
cide.^— 

" Most unfortimately," resumed Lady Raw^ 
leigh, with a sigh of mingled heaviness and 
contrition, ^' a very liberal settlement of pin 
money was^made on me at my marriage. I was 
brought up in total ignorance of the compara* 
tive value of money; had never been ad- 
mitted to the slightest discussion of pecuniary 
affairs; and this unlucky f6ur hundred a-year 
appeared to my inexperience to -comprehend ''all 
the riches of the earth. More than half thift 
infinite treasure, however, was appropriated to 
the disgraceful ^carte business with which you 
are already acquainted ; while the remainder has 
been trifled away by my own idle improvidence, 
and in some degree through ihe undue inftEt> 
ence of others. — But no matter ! — 1 am now so 
deeply involved, that nothing less than four'bt 
five hundred pounds can restore me to my 



it 



VTS MONEY. 271 

* ' » . 

-ge^ux of mind. Tell me, dear Lady Sophia,-— 
dare I sufficiently rely on Rawleigh's indul- 
gence to acknowledge the whole truth, and claim 
his pardon and assistance 2" 

" How much did you say?" inquired Lady 
Sophia, musingly ; while Lady Rawleigh con- 
stifling her calmness into an expression of 
amazement and disgust, stammered forth. 
About five hundred pounds !*' 
Are you sure that sum would cover the 
whole V* inquired her friend ; while Frederica, 
anticipating the degradation of an offered loan, 
eagerly exclaimed, " You do not surely suppose 
^at I would accept such an obligation from 
aiiy but my owu &mily ? — I trust — ^I hope— 
you believe me incapable of having calculated 
mi your assistance. I thought you had a bett^ 
opnion of me." 

To Lady Rawleigh 's surprise and indignation 
—for her own heart was full — her companion's 
reply to this heroic appeal was a violesit 
burst of laughter; which was only renewed 
^n4 repeated, when she rose with great 
dignity, and prepared to take her d^pai^ 
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tare. She could not endure the spectacle of 
her friend's unsympathizing mirth. But Lady 
Sophia, instead of apologizing for her rudeness, 
seized her visitor forcibly by the hand, and 
drew her towards the drawing-room. 

" No — ^no ! I cannot see General Lee to- 
night — I am too weary — too miserable!" ex- 
claimed the struggling Frederica. 

, " General Lee is dining at Twickenham!" 
replied Lady Sophia, still approaching the 
drawing-room. " But I have a friend here 
who will feel very little hesitation in accommo- 
dating you with such a trifle as five hundred 
pounds !'* And throwing open the drawing- 
room door with an exclamation of — " Here ! 
my dear ! — I have brought you a penitent spend- 
thrift!'* — ^her indignant guest suddenly found 
herself in the presence of the despised Miss 
Elbany ! — 

"My dear Frederica!" cried the presump- 
tuous companion, advancing with the most 
offiensive familiarity to take her hand. ' 

" This is too much !" exclaimed Lady Raw- 
leigh, turning indignantly aside; while Lady 
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Sopiiia threw herself into a chair with a Re- 
newal of her provoking merriment^ and Miss 
Elbany encircled the recoiling waist of her vie * 
tim with a tender embrace. 

" My dearest Frederica ! have you not a 
single kind word to say to your cousin Mary?" 
whispered the rejected damsel. " 

" Mary Trevelyan ?" faltered Lady Rawleigh 
with suclden consciousness. 

" Mary Trevelyan ! — ^to whom you have de- 
meaned yourself so harshly, while you were 
solely occupied with her eulogy and defence ! — 
My dear, dear Fred. ! — shall I ever forget the 
zeal with which you fought my battles against 
Broughley and Mi-s. Woodington and all my 
tribe of enemies, — while J sat by, an unsuspected 
spectator of the affray !" 

Lady Rawleigh actually trembled with de- 
light ! — She saw through it all ! — Sir Brooke 

was innocent — ^was an accomplice of the strata- , 

» 

gem, — she alone had been unreasonable, unjust^ 
jealous, absurd ; but she received and returned 
the affectionate embrace of her beautiful cousin,. 
— and all was forgotten ! 

N3 
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^Dismiss your hackney-coach, and come 
and chat comfortably with us over our tea/' said 
Lady Sophia^ remoying her bonnet and drawing 
her towards the sofa. ^' You can send back a 
message to Rawleigh by the servants, to come 
and fetch you on his return from the Alfred."— » 

And in a few minutes the three fair friends 
were gossipping away with as much cheerful 
and confidential unanimity, as if their firiendly 
umon had nerer known interruption ; and as if 
they were not preordained to 

Meet again 
In t]mnder» liglitiiiDg, and 

aH the painful perplexity of a domestic storm* 
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to comfort in all his domestic tribulations, at 
the peril of being stilettoed by his jealous little 
wife," 

"It was hardly fair of you/' cried Frederica, 
.blushing, ^'to steal this march on us, and pry 
into the nakedness of the land. Heaven knows 
what secrets you might have detected, — or what 
family plots unravelled ! '' 

*' You gave me strange encouragement to 
proceed in mine, by all the handsome enco- 
miums you bestowed on the merits o£ your 
absent cousin." . 

" Merits which I had not the grace to dis- 
cern in Miss Elbany," 

" My dear Fred. ! all your disapprobation 
was most appropriately bestowed. . You saw 
me in a false position. Had I been in fact as 
well as seeming, the hired companion of my 
aunt Laimceston, I should have been the worst 
and most presumptuous of my species. But I 
see you are dying to interrogate me touching 
the motives of my * excellent dissembling;' 
and I am fully prepared to gratify you, provided 
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you first appease my curiosity by explainiilg 
the cause of your present visit ? '* 
' *' Do you then venture to doubt my word ? " 
said Lady Sophia Lee^ holding up her hand in 
a menacing . attitude. '"Tis even as I told 
you ! — ^The poor child has spent all its money; 
and you cannot do better than secure it frotn 
the whipping it deserves, by presenting it the 
thousand pound cheque with which Lord Tre- 
velyan ha« commissioned you to procure 'the 
cadeau for his dear niece and god^daughter 
Frederica, which he neglected to send on the 
occasion of her marriage/ My life on it, she 
will prefer the payment of her debts, to all the 
pearl necklaces and sapphire S^vignes in Kitch- 
ing's shop ! '* 

*' Here is my father's letter, with its enclo- 
sure,*' said Lady Mary, taking a paper from her 
portfolio, and tendering it to Lady Rawleigh. 
''Read it at your leisure, my dear cousin, that you 
may assure yourself I have neither exceeded my 
commission nor imposed on your delicacy!—^ 
And now for my own manifesto ; the most pain- 
ful article of which is spared me in the confes- 
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Kkmj inaslaiticli as my treadieroos friend SophM 
acknowledges haraig already informed yaa^f 
my indefensiUe fidelify to my coiisiii' William, 
and my detennination to ally myself with no 
cither littman beix^.'^ . 

^ Aft well as of Lord Tre^elyan's uaujBbf to 
diale ycmr resofaitioii.'* 

'^ I may as welf still further gpare your 
Mushes^ my dear Mary^ and acquaint your 
cousin that after being wooed by half the 
resident princes of Italy and wandering peers 
of Englatid, — and after driving some into thePo^ 
and some into the Tiber by your obduracy^-^^yoa 
so lar ceded to your father's intieaties^ as to 
promise that if^ on visiting England and fon»- 
ing an acquaintance under a feignled name and 
lussomed character with your recreant kmight, 
you found him inferior in merit to your precon^ 
eetved prejudice in his &vour, yoii would retucB 
and accept the hand of whicbev^ among your 
adorers be might be pteased to select for your 
husband.** 

^ I had very little apprehension oS incurring 
so dreadful an altemative^^^ said Lady Maty 



Tteffriyany lier jfiae countenance bnghtened by 
euotkxi; '^ and having secured my fatber'n 
concorr^ttice in this wiid-gooee scheme, I easiljf 
obtained lay hind anni Laonceston's prcunise of 
assistance. In fact she was pining for the lofi^ 
of htx danghtery and was delighted with the 
prospect of a visit from thednld of abehy^ed 
brother.'' 

'^ Mary had not however the wisdom to con?* 
fide htf plans and piojeets to me!** 4med Lady 
Sophia^ ^er I should have certainly opposed 
sitoh a dereliction from the dignity of th|& sex^" 

'^ Or to intmst her cousin with the secret/' 
observed Frederica, reproachfully, ^' or I might 
haive avoided a thousand disconrtesies and a 
w^ld of p^nfol jealousies^" 

'^ Your mother wonld not hear of admitting 
you into the conspiracy. / My Fredmca/ 
she said, ' is of so candid a disposition, so utkr 
used to dissembling^ so wacm a partisan, in l^fx 
cousin Mary's cause, and above all so tendeily 
attached to her brother's interests, that we ^mst 
not calculate upon iStei* prudence ona sin^lar oo* 
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to throw myself on Rawleigh's forgiveness, as 
my heart inclines me, — or expose my weak- 
ness only to mamma and Launcestim.'' 

'^ You must tell me something more than 
this vague self-accusation, before I can de- 
cide.''— - 

" Most unfortimately/' resumed Lady Raw- 
leigh, with a sigh of mingled heaviness and 
contrition, '^ a very liberal settlement of pin 
money war made on me at my marriage. I was 
brought up in total ignorance of the compara- 
tive value of money; liad never been ad- 
mitted to the slightest discussion of pecuniary 
affairs; and this unlucky four hundred a-year 
appeared to my inexperience to -comprehend all 
the riches of the earth. More than half thi» 
infinite treasure, however, was appropriated to 
the disgi*aceful ^carte business with which you 
are already acquainted ; while the remaii^ider has 
be^n trifled away by my own idle improvidence, 
and in some degree through the undue inffn^ 
ence of others. — But no matter I — I am now so 
deeply involved, that nothing less than four'ti^ 
five hundred pounds can restore me to my 
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peace of mind. Tell me, dear Lady Sophia,— 
dare I sofficieDtly rely on Rawleigh's indul- 
gence to acknowledge the whole truth, and claim 
hi^ pardon and assistance V 

*' How much did you say?" inquired Lady 
Sophia, musingly ; while Lady Rawleigh con- 
stjcuing her calmness into an expression of 
amazement and disgust, stammered forth. 
About five hundred pounds !" 
Are you sure that sum would cover the 
whole?*' inquired her friend; while Frederica, 
anticipating the degradation of an offered loan, 
eagerly exclaimed, ^ You do not surely suppose 
that I would accept such an obligation from 
any but my owu &mily ? — ^I trust — ^I hope— 
you believe me incapable of having calculated 
on your assistance. I thought you had a bett^ 
opinion of me." 

To Lady Rawleigh's surprise and indignation 
—for her own heart was full — her companion's 
reply to this heroic i^peal was a violent 
burst of laughter; which was only renewed 
fOD/i rq>eated, when she rose with great 
^gnity, and prepared to take her d^par- 
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tare. She could not endure the spectacle of 
her friend's unsympathizing mirth. But Lady 

If- r 

Sophia^ instead of apologizing for her rudeness, 
seized her visitor forcibly by the hand, and 
drew her towards the drawing-room. 

*' No — ^no ! I cannot see General Lee to- 
night — I am too weary — too miserable!" ex- 
claimed the struggling Frederica. 

, " General Lee is dining at Twickenham!" 
replied Lady Sophia, still approaching the 
drawing-room. " But I have a friend here 
who will feel very little hesitation in accommo- 
dating you with such a trifle as five hundred 
pounds !'* And throwing open the drawing- 
room door with an exclamation of — ^'Here! 
my dear ! — I have brought you a penitent spend- 
thrift!" — her indignant guest suddenly found 
herself in the presence of the despised Miss 
Elbany ! — 

*' My dear Frederica !" cried the presump- 
tuous companion, advancing with the most 
offensive familiarity to take her hand. ' 

" This is too much !" exclaimed Lady Raw- 
leigh, turning indignantly aside; while Lady 



